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MONG all the places of Scripture, which they 


of the Church of Rome are wont to alledge for 
a proof of their pretended Infallibility, I find + 
noxe whereon they more rely , than that of 
S, Paul to Timothy 1 III. 15. That thou 
may*ſt know how thou oughtelſt to behave thy ſelf in the 
houſe of God, which is the CHURCH of the living 
God, the PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE 
TRUTH. Which place, ſay the Rhemiſts, pincheth the 
Hereticks wonderfully, and ſo it ever did : and therefore 
they oppoſe themſelves diretly againſt the very letter 
and confeſſed ſenſe of the ſame. 

I have thought it therefore worth my pains, to ſhow how 
unjuſt this accuſation is; by opening the plain and evident 
meaning, the literal and confeſſed ſenſe of thoſe words : 
whereby it will appear that we are far from being Hereticks ; 
and that they, not we, are pinched by this place ; and that 
there is no ground at all in it for their Infallibili:y; nor for 
their vain flouriſhes, that the very Name of CHURCH 
terrifies us, and makes us pale with fear { as Campian 


izſolently vapoured (a), ) and that we not only fear, but al- (a) Ratio 111. 


together abhor the word CATHOLIQUE, ſo as toleave 


it clean out of our Bibles, as the fore-named Rhemitts (b) (5)Pre 
Þ! 


moſt ſenſlefly miſrepreſent ws. | | 
For as I have proved, in the following Book, that we, 
not they are the true CATH Yo IQUVES, ſo there s 
pas 


nothing 


(c) Annot. in 
1 Tim.[II.15: 


(4) Annet. m 
x2 Tim, I. 7, 


(2) Annal, 
Ton, V. ad an, 


397+ |. 38. 
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nothing further from truth, ( T have likewiſe ſhown) than 
that the Apoſile here ſpeaks, with any particular reſpedt, to 
the Church of Rome. Which is ſo far from ſtriking any 
terror into us, when it agprogriates to it ſelf the name of 
CHURCH), that we look upon the pretentie to be as ridi- 
culous, as the proof is, they give us of it. Which 3s the 
ſole Authority of a falſe S. Ambroſe his Commentaries up- 
on this place; who thusgloſſes: All the World being God's, 

et the Church only is his Houſe : the ReQtor ( or Ru- 

er ) whereof at this time is DAMASUS. Where the 
Rhemiſts (c) defire us to note, How clear a caſe it was 
then, that the Pope of Rome, was not the Governor on- 
ly of one particular See, but of Chriſt's whale Houſe, 
which is the Univerſal} Church, &c. And further im- 
prove this copceit, in theſe words, The Church which is 
the Houſe of God, whote Rector (/airh $. Ambroſe ) in 
his time was Damaſus, and now Gregory the thirteenth; 
and in the Apoſtles time S, Peter, 1s the Pillar of Truth, 
the eſtabliſhment of Yerity : and therefore it cannoc 
Err. 

And truly it is worth our noting how clear .a Caſe it is, 
that they were ſorely pinched ( to uſe their own word again ) 
for want of proofs ; when they betook themſelves to ſuch as 
this. For it is hard to think that Men of their education 
( whom we will not deſpiſe, as they do the Hereticks, a little 
before (d), as moſt ignorant of the Word of God, not 
knowing the very Principles of Divinity ) ſhould not 
know that S. Ambroſe was not the Author of thoſe Com- 
mentaries : they being acknowledged by the greateſt Men 
in their Church to be ſpurious Brats of ſome other Writer. 
Baronius (e) for inſtance ſaith, The Expoſition of 4m- 
broſe, upon all Paul's Epiſtles, began to be wanting in 
the time of Caf/iodorus : but being plainly loſt, it is ap- 
patent, the work of another Author, was foiſted in its 
room. And their other, great Cardinal, Bellarmine, cox- 


feſſes 
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feſjes «s much in ſeveral places ; but in one more+ fully (f), Cf) 1-1. de 


where he aſſoils an Qbjettion of Chemnitius ( who fallow- 5 —_ = 
ing the rule of the Civil Law (g), { the witneſs which (2) 7iftem 
any Man produces for himſelf; he is bound to receive 3,77, %;" 
againſt himſelf } quotes this Book, as Bellarmine. oft had teretar reci- 
done, in a Caſe of Marriage ) by this Anſwer, That the Aus 1”* 914 16. 
thor of theſe Commentaries 1s not S. Ambroſe, as learned 
Men know : and more than that, whoſoever was the 
Author, he was none, ex celebratis patribus, of the famous 
or eminent Fathers. Axd indeed there is great reaſon for 
what theſe, and many others of that Charch, ſay, as I might 
ſhow out of the Commentaries themſelves, which contradi(t 
the very words of the true S. Ambrdle. 
But ſuppoſe he had been the Author, or theſe the Work 
of ſame celebrated Mriter, it is a clear cale ( and 1 deſire it 
may be noted ). that theſe Rhemiſt Annotators were not [0 
knowing, as they would be eſteemed, or not ſo conſcientious 
4 they ought: to have been, when they gather from theſe 
words that Damaſus was Ruler over more than his own See, 
even over the Univerſal Church, as S. Peter, they ſay, 
was in the Apoſtles times. For S. Ambroſe himſelf ſaith, 
in his Book of the Prieſtly Dignity (b), ( which Prieſts (#) Ton. Iv. 
one would think ſhould read ) that when Chriſt ſaid, Feed 7; 5:94" 
my Sheep ; thoſe Sheep, and that Flock, not-only bleſs cap.2. | 
ſed Peter then received; but both. he received them 
with us, and with him we all have received them. 
And it is an unuſual thing in Ancient Writers, to 
ſay the ſame of other Biſhops , that this Writer doth 
of Damaſus, when they mean no more, but that they were 
Rulers of that part of the Catholique Church, which was 
committed to their charge, 
Thus Arſenius , for inſtance, writes to Athanaſius, as 
he himſelf hath ſet down his Letter , which begins thus, 
We loving Peace and Unity with the Catholque 
Church, over which thon, by the Grace of God doſt 
preſide 
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(i! Athy, prefide or rule, (i) &c. And more than this, ſuch great 
Jon, i: 6-Clerks as they ſhould not have been ignorant, being alſo 
rj n - ' ſuch lofty Cenſurers gf the Hereticks, that Gregory Na- 
day Se Zianzene ( called the Divine, whom they read, it ts tobe 
ccimm, ſuppoſed, to learn the principles of Divinity ) ſazth, 
S. Cyprian was made not only a Paſtor, but a Paſtor that 
(kb) Kegn- had the largeſt dominion : (&) being ſet' over not the 
<&, &c. Church of Carthage only, or Africa,. but all the Weſt, 
0rat.XVINI. and almoſt all the Eaf# it ſelf, and the North and South, 
ns. unto whom his fame reached. But if theſe things eſcaped 
their obſervation, or they ſtudiouſly concealed them, they muſt 
have been moſt ignorant of the word of God, as they 
ſay the. Hereticks are, if they did wot know, that S. Paul 
ſaith the ſame of the Elders of —_— that this Wri- 
ter doth of Damaſus, XX. Ad. 28. that the Haly Ghoſt 
had made them overſeers, to feed, that is, to rule and 
govern, the Church of God, which he hath purcha- 
ſed with his own Blood. Ard if they knew this, why 
were they not ſo honeſt as to interpret the later by the for- 
mer ? for there is no difference between S. Paul's words, 
and the counterfeit S. Ambroſe's. S. Paul ſaith, the 
. Elders of Epheſus were appointed to rule the Church of 
+ God ( for that's the office of a Shepherd, that feeds the 
Flock ) the other ſaith, Damaſus was the ruler of God's 
Church. IF the Univerſal Church be thereby meant, and 
not his part of it only, why ſhould it not be fo expounded 
in the words of S. Paul? and then Damaſus his title to 
this office is crackt; for there were Rulers then ſet 
over the Church Univerſal by the Holy Ghoſt, before he 
( or his Church of Rome, perhaps ) was in beins, But if 
S. Paul's words muſt have a more limited meaning ; then 
with what conſcience dothey give their $. Ambroſe's words, 
an unlimited; and not reſtrain them, as they muſt do 
S. Paul's, to the particular See, committed to his Go- 
' vernment f 


And 
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And it was not eaſie Tu them to be ignorant that 
S. Paul, in theſe words to Timothy, ſptaks of the: Church 
of Epheſus, and not of Rome, anduwas ſo far from- ha- 
wing any thought of S. Peter ( whom theſe Annotators 
wake the Ruler at that time of this Houſe of God) 
that it is evident, Timothy was the perſon who preſided in 
zt,. and was the chief Pillar and Ground of Truth here 
ſpoken of ;, as. I doubt not I have proved in the inſuing 
Diſcourſe. Wherein I have alſo ſhewn, that other ſuc- 
ceeding Biſhops, in other Churches, had the ſame title ; 
nay, many perſons in the Church, that were no Biſhops: 
who were far from thinking themſelves, or being thought 
by others, infallible ; as theſe Annotators imagirtie they 
muſt needs be, who are the Pillar and eſtabliſhment of 
the Truth. That's an inference from theſe words, for 
which they had no more warrant ;, than they had to intitle 
S. Ambroſe to thoſe Commentaries. 

1he Author of which alſo did. ſo little: dream-of the 
Ixfallibility of the Church, when. he gloſſed upon theſe 
words; that he doth not ſo much as. make the, Church, 
the Ground or eſtabliſhment of. the Truth : But [aith 
in plain terms, Eirmamentum ( as the Vulgar: Latine 
tranſlates idpaivue ) hujus veritatis ſigna ſunt & prodigia ; 
the eſtabliſhment of this Trath ( /ef# i» the Church ) 
are ſigns. and wonders which the Apoſtles, that is, 
wrought to bring Men to the firm belief of that truth 
which they preached, Which doth net rely, therefore, 
upon the credit of the. Church ; but upon the credit 6f the 
Apoſtles, and of thoſe Divine Works, whereby God bare 
Witneſs to them.: which are recorded in the Holy 
SCripeures.. | 

From whence alone we ought to derive our. Fnowleage of 
the Truth, the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of + as is moſt clearly 
reſolved by $. Cyril of Hieruſalem,. zz theſe memorable 


xs. (7) Concerning the Divine and Holy Myſteries of (Cos 1h: 


tC ty Sayfto, 


(m) Tom, VII. 


. Contra Criſ- 
" fcomum Gram. 


þ, 2. (6216 


C2) Rho. An- 
got, in. XII. 
Luke It 
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rhe Faith, we ought not to deliver any thing, though 
never {o ſmall, 'without the Divine: Scriptures, «#e. 
neither ſhouldit thou believe me barely faying theſe 
things to thec ; unleſs thou receivelt the demonſtrati- 
on of the things, publiſhed, out of the Divine Scri- 
ptures, For this is the ſafety, or ſecurity of our Faith, 
which depends not upon words that we invent, but upon 
the demonſtration of the Divine Scriprures. 

In which we hear owr Lord Chrift himſelf” ſpeaking tows : 
who is more to be believed than the Church. For the 
Church, as S. Pas/ſpeaks, is fubjett unto Chrift+ ( rhey 
are the words of S. Auguſtine (#2) ) and therefore the 
Church ought not to ſet her ſelf above Chriſt: ſo as'to 
think that they who are condemned by him may be-bap- 
tized, but they that are condemned bythe Church, may 
not be baptized : when he alwaysudgestruly ; but Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Judges, being Men, are oft-times deceived: 

| From them therefore, who are fallible ,, we appeal to 
Him, who is infallible ; and hath delivered his ſenterce 41 
the Holy Scriptures : or from a Church patticular, we-ap- 
peal to the Church Catholique: nay, from the New 
Church of Rome, tothe Old. For we are not, as they 
would make the World believe, affrighted with the Name 
of the Church ; whoſe judgment we traly hononr, as 
will appear in this Treatiſe : while they diſhonwour it, by 
confining the Church to themſelves ; and then exalting it 
above the Scriptures of Truth; and making its mere Name 
ſerve to dazzle the eyes of their own People, and to 
keep them in profound ignorance : teaching them (n) to gp- 
poſe the Name of a Catholique Man, and the 'Catholique 
Church, as a [ufficieat —_ to all that we moſt, reaſon- 
ably objeft againſt them. Thus in their own comceit, it is a 
kind of Gorgon's head, which they fanſie will immediate- 
iy ſtupify us, when it is oppoſed to 4: but, bleſſed be God, 
we are ſtill in our Wits, and underſtand very well, That 
this 
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this is m0 _—_ thax his yy Artifice, who invented this 
cheat ( as S. Cyprian (9) /peaks) of deceiving unwary (9) £4: Vi. 
Souls by the very Title of the Chriſtian None: Far MCs 
juſt ſo they now abuſe the Name of Church, axd the name 
of Catholique ; and by good words, and tine ſpeeches, 
( as S. Paul writes XVI. Rom. 18.) deceive the hearts of 
the ſimple. | 
Whom I have endeavoured in this ſmall Treatiſe, to un- 
deceive, and direct in the way of that TRUTH, of which 
every Church ought to be the Pillar and Ground. If 
any one be not, but in ſtead of the certain, conſtant, unt- 
wverſally received Chriſtians Truth, ſet up uncertain, nay 
falſe, lately invented, and particular conceits of its own ; 
i is not to be relied on, but rejetted: though it hath been 
formerly a Church of never ſo great Amthority. Such the 
Church of Rome once was ; but now ceaſes ſo tobe : having 
by taking upon her too much, loft that regard, which other- 
wiſe it might have had in the Chriſtian World. It is not 
the ſame Church it was in the Apoſtles times, no nor in the 
days of Gregory the Great ;, as hath been unan{werably de- 
monſtrated by Bp. Morton Feretofore (p) ; and lately G hs (p) Catholique 
Author of the Vindication of the Anſwer of ſome late _—_ ena 
Papers; to which there will never be an ingenuous Reply. © 
Great and many alterations have been made therein, to the 
manifeſt prejudice of the Chriſtian Faith: of which that 
Charch ſhould have been, as well as others, a Pillar and 
Eſtabliſhment ; but hath notoriouſly failed in her duty, by 
inventing another Faith, which undermines and endangers 
that Faith which was once delivered to the Saints. 
Of this I have given ſo full and ſo clear an account in 
theſe Papers, that I fear not to expoſe them to the examina- 
tion of them that are of a contrary mind : hoping,though they 
do not convince them of their errors yet, they will help to 
eſtabliſh the People of our Church, in the preſent Truth. 
Which, I doubt not, they will ſee to be the truly Catholique, 
| | | B Apoſtolique 
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Apoftolique Faith ; which :hey ought wot to part withal, 


but preſerve as carefully as they ao their life. 


And ſo the) cannot fail to do, if they add to Faith, Ver- 


tue. 1» order to which, 1 have endeavoured to make this 
Treatiſe as jr tical as T could: that we may not fall into 


that grand error, of thinking it enough to hold the Truth, . 


though we hold it in unrighteouſneſs. 


God of his infinite mercy, deliver us all from that dam-. 


nable delaſion, and eſtabliſh our hearts unblameable in 
Holineſs, before God, even our Father, at the coming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift,. with all his Saints. x Theſſ. 
YI. 33. . 


Tn H{Eth, 


UMI 


PAR T I. 


—  — 


INTRODUCTION. 


T is a pious refledtion which Clewers Alenan- 
drinus makes upon a ſaying of Plato, that if 
© truth could never have been learnt, but either L. V1 Sq. 
* from God himſelf, or from his dependents; then *#-1-615- 
*we, who have the teſtimonies of the Divine 

© Oracles, do juſtly boaſt, that weare taught the truth, 

c by the very Son of God. Which he jr revealed 

unto us ſo plainly in all things neceſſary to our Salva- 

tion, and tranſmitted unto us fo intirely in the Hol " 

Scriptures ; that it cannot but be a great trouble to all 

thoſe who love -him and his Religion, to ſee ſuch 

wranglings about it 1n his Church, as if there were 

no more certainty among us, what is truth ; than there 

was among the Philoſophers. | 

> —— The contention about this is ſo ſharp and fierce, 

that while Men ſeek after Trurh, they are in danger to 


loſe the very aim and ſcope of it, which is Charity: , 
the love of God and of one another. This S. Paul 
determines to- be the very drift of the Goſpel, when 
he tells Timothy, the end of the commandment # charity, 
rt 1.5. 
* al they have raiſed ſo many doubts about tliis 
matter, that -poor People are many times to ſeek for 
Truth it ſelf, even in the cleareſt ligitc chereof, It be- 


ing ſome Mens buſinels, ſo to — their muy ts, 
2 that 
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that they know it not when they ſee it: but are tl! 
in great trouble about it, even when they have ir. 
And where to ſeek for it, 1s now grown a great 
queſtion alſo. It is to be found, no doubt, in the 
Church ; but about that there are ſo many diſputes, 


that Men are to ſeek as much as before, if they go to - 


find it there. In ſhort, there are no words more abu- 
ſed than theſe two ; Truth, and Church : and therefore 
T hope it will do ſome ſervice to Souls, it for their 
plain and ſafe direCtion in theſe matters, I reſcue thoſe 
words of S. Paul to Timothy, 1111. 15. [the Church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of truth. ] from 
thoſe talſe gloſſes that are put upon them, to the great 
diſhonour of our bleſſed Lord, and of his Holy Truth. 
And for that end, I ſhall diſtintly treat of theſe 
four things : 
Firſt , What that truth is, of which either the 
Church, or Timothy,or both, were the P:llar and Ground. 
Secendly, What it 1s to be a Pillar and Ground of 
the Truth. | 
Thirdly, Who it is, to whom this. Office and Ho- 
nour belongs, of being the Pillar and Ground of the 


Truth : or what we mean, when we ay, the Church: 


is intruſted therewith. _ 
Laſtly, How it diſcharges this Office. 


| F. 
What 1s the Truth ? 


Here we muſt begin ; becauſe we mult firſt know 


what 'the Truth is,, before we can know a Society of 


Mea to be the Church: which is conſtituted and made 
by believing and profeſſing the- Truth. 

And this in effe&t, is a reſolution of that queſtion, 
which Plate askt our Saviour, but would not.ſtay for 


an anſwer, What i Truth ? 
Which 
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Which though it be made a great difficulty by thoſe, 
whoſe intereſt it is to make things intricate and per- 
plexed; yet, in my opinion, 1t 15 = ealie to give ſa- 
ar neither, to ſeek 
it. For the Apoſtle himſelf immediately explains 
what he means by Truth in the words following ; azd 
wirhout Controverſie great is the myſtery of oodlineſs ; 
God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, 
ſeen of Angels, preached unto. the Gentiles, believed on 
zn the World, received up into Glory. 

Where .we learn two things in general, concerning, 
this matter. - 'Firff, that the truth here ſpoken of, 1s 
that which was formerly a Myſtery or Secret, which 
lay hidden for many Ages and Generations, ur the. 
unknown purpoſe of God, but now 1s .revealed and 
manifeſted, by the Son of (God, and his. holy Spirit, 
to make Men godly. 
 Whichis the other thing we learn from thence, that 
the truth, which the Apoltle intends, 1s the Myſtery of” 
Goalizeſs, or as he he ſpeaks in the VI. Chapter v. 3. 


. the Do:trine which: is according te Godlineſs. And 
. therefore whatſoever doth not tend to better Mens 


hyes, by making them do, their duties faithfully both 
towards God, and towards Men ( to ſome of which 
the duties that are owing,are in this very Epiltle called 
fſbewing Piety or Godlineſ? V..4. ) We are not to rec- 
kon it among the. truths, which were depoſited 
with Timothy to be preferred - and upheld in the 
Church. For God did not deſign by the diſcovery, 
he made of his Mind and Will, in the Goſpel, _— 
to enlarge Qur knowledge : but to: rectifie our wills 
and affections, by the right information of our minds, 
and by acquainting us with ſuch weighty truths, eſpes- 
cially ſuch wonderful revelations of his loye,. as can-+ 
got but irreſiſtably ſway us, it we. lay them to heart, 
unto his Obedience. | But, 
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But, that we may not be left to gueſs at this truth, 
or »yſtery of Godlineſs, without any certainty, he 
ſets down a particular of it: and reduces the whole 
myſtery of Godlineſs, to theſe Six heads. 


I. The principal is this, that che eternal Son of 
God, came down from Heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary, and was made Man, 
that he might ſuffer for us, and make himſelf an 
offerinz for our fins. All this Itake to be included in 
theſe words, God was manifeſted in the fleſh. Which 
cannot be meant of God the Father; for it is ex- 
preſsly faid in other places, that it was Jeſus Chrift who 
came in the fleſh, 1 Joh. IV. 2. and is here declared 
to be God, that is, the eternal Son of God , the 
Word made fleſh, x Joh. 14. Which doth not de- 
note merely his being made May, but likewiſe his 
ſuffering for us : he taking our fleſh on —_ for this 
very end, that therein he might, by his Death, make 
an atonement for Sin. And ſo the very phraſe 
fleſh and blood fignihies in- Scripture ( as it doth com- 
monly in the Hebrew Writers ) this weak, frail, mor- 
tal, ſufferine State, wherein we. are at preſent: 
into which our bleſſed Lord put himſelf, when he 
manifeſted himſelf in our fleſh. So we read ex- 


our and blood, 1s to make himſelf liable to ſuf- 
ferings and death. Tn theſe few words therefore, are 
contained many principles of Chriſtian truths, viz. 
that Feſus Chrift was really God ( not God the 
Father, whoſe being is here ſuppoſed, but God the 
Son ) and that he was incarnate, and really made 
Man, of the Subſtance of his Mother : being perfet 
God, and perfett Man : and as really ſuffered for us 
:n the fleſh, as 'S. Peter ſpeaks, 1 IV. x. Which _ 

the 


gy II. Heby. 14. where to take part with us, in 
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the DoQrines that were firſt aſſaulted by the Deval, 
and his Agents 1n the beginning of our Religion (ſuch 
as Simon m—_ and the reſt of that Tribe ) but proved 
to be undoubtedly true, by the mighty power of his 
Spirit. 


IT. Which is the ſecond part of this Myſtery, 
juſtified in, or by the Spirit. Which ſufficiently con- 
vinced all gain-ſayers, that he was no leſs than the 
Sonof God, though in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; and 
that by a Sacrifice for fin, he condemned ſin in the 


fleſh. NIN. Rom. 3. For as he was conceived 


in his Mothers Womb, by the Holy Ghoſt, I. Luke 

5. Soat his Baptiſm he was anointed with the Ho-. 
ly Ghoſt and with power ( XN. AQ. 38.) there being 
then a viſible deſcent of the Spirit of God, in a Glo- 
rious manner upon him, together with a voice from 
Heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed, III. Matt. 179. And as it then'lighted 


on him, 10 it abode, and remained on him, I. Toh. 


32, 33. as appeared by the power of ſuch Miracles, 
as neither an Devils could work, but only 


the Spirit of God. Which was ſoevidently true, that 
to aſcribe them to the Devil, was the Usple 4infl 
the Holy Ghoſt, XII. Matt. 28. 31, 32. Iſl. k. 
29, 30. by whoſe power not only Devils. were caſt. 
out, bnt even the Dead were raiſed : whereby he was . 
manifeſted to be the reſurrettion and the life, XI. Joh. 
25. By the ſame Spirit he himfelf alſo was raiſed - 
from the. Dead, and declared again the Sow.of God: 
with power, I. Rom. 4. And having «ll power in- 
Heaven and Earth given him, he ſent the Holy Ghoſt - 
upon his Apoſtles on the day of Pentecoſt, as a fur- 
ther Juſtification of him, XV. Job. 26. V. At. 32. 
Nay, morethan this, by the laying on of their —_ | 
poured . 
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poured 1t out upon others, who believed on his 
Name, II. AZ. 38. VIII. 179. Which was the 


«ntion from the Holy One, whereby they knew all - 


things, as St. John calls it 1. IIs. 20. z. e. were afſu- 
red ot all the Chriſtian Truth, revealed unto them. 
For all chele, were illuſtrious witneſſes unto Chrilt, 
and juſtified this grand truth that. he was God ma- 
nifeſted inthe fleſh ( for ſuch ends and purpoles, as he 
_— againſt all oppoſers, who accuſed it of 
tallity. 

And who is there that doth not ſee ſeveral other 
principles of God's holy Truth, contained in this ? 


particularly that the Holy Gheſt is God, the third per- 


{on in the Holy Trinity, being the Spirit of God: 
which kzows the things of God ( as the Spirit of Man 
doth whatisin him, x Cor. II. 11.) and led or gui- 
ded the Apoſtles into all Truth, XVI. Foh. 13. and 
dwells in the whole body of the Church, as his Tem- 
ple, 1 Cor. VI. 19. (which no created Spirit can do ) 
and gave ſuch a Divane teſtimony to our Saviour, that 
to ſpeak againſt it, was unpardonable blaſphemy. 


That other great article of our Faith alſo is inclu- 


ded in this, which S. Paul declares in theſe terms : 
Though he was crucified through weakugſs, yet he liveth 
by the power of God, 2 Corinth. XIII». : 


ITI. This was a thing notorious to the Angels them- 
ſelves : which is the zh7rd particular in this Myſtery ; 
Was ſeen of Angels : both at his 6:rth, II. Luke 9g, 


To, 13. and 1n ſeveral paſſages of his /zfe, IV. Matt. 


T1. XVII. 5.1. Joh. 51. andat his death, XXII. Luke 
43-and at and after his Reſurrefion, RXV HI. Matt. 
2. XX, Joh. 20. andalſoat his A/cenfror, I. Act. 10, 
11. when they teſtified to the Apoſtles that this /ame 
Teſns who was taken up from them into Heaven, ſhall 
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Jo come, in like manner 6s they had: ſeen bim goiinto Heas 
veu. Where when he came, they «/ Worſhipped him, 
I. Hebr. 6. and admired at the wonderful Wifdom of 
God, which was made known to them by the Church 
(1 Per. I. 12.) eſpecially this Myſtery of Chriſt, as the 
Scripture calls it, whigh is the fourth particular in this 
Catalogue of Chriitian Truths. | 


IV. That this Doctrine, thus confirmed and atteſted, 
was. preached unto the Gentiles: who were aſſured, that 
they ſhould. be made fellow-heirs with the Jews, and 
partakers of God's Promile in Chriſt, by the Goſpel, 
as* S. Paul ſpeaks (II, Epheſ.6.) Unto whow this 
grace was given, to preach among the Gentiles the upſearcha- 
ble riches FA Chriſt; aud to _ ” A what is 
the fellowſhip of the Myſtery, which from the bepiunin 
the h; orld Pk in £4 = created all rhings by Ld 
Chriſt. nn S | 

- aſtoniſhing Grace this was ; declaring the infinite 
love and kindgeſs of God : that they who thought not 
of it, who had no promiſes to make them expeCt it, who 
were ſtrangers to God and the Covenant of Promile, 
were On a ſadden ſurprized with the revelation of God's 
good will tg them in Chriſt ; and by belief of it, were 
made fellow Citizens with the Saints, aud of the Houſhold 
of God. That is, the Church was made truly Cathge 
que; all the World being taken into fellowſhip with 


the Apoſtles, whoſe fellowſhip was with the Father, and 


& .* 


with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Joh. I. 3. | | k 


V. And another preat wonder was;that notwithſtand- 


ng all the oppoſition which was made by the Potentates, 


Devil alſo and his Angels ( who though they allo ſap 
13171 and could not but confeſs him, yet ſet themſelves 
C - againſt 
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againſt him with their whole power) and notwithſtand- 
ing all the ſtrong prejudices that were in Peoples minds 
againſt it, this whole Myſtery of Godlineſs was enter- 
tained and received with great joy every where. Which 
is the fifth particular, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed onin the World, So mightily grew the 
Word of God and prevailed, as S. Luke ſpeaks A#. XIX. 
20, 'The reaſon was, becauſe Chriſt the Head of the 
Church, being raiſed from the dead, was exalted at God's 
right Hand, far. above all Principality and Power, and 
every name that is named, either in this World, or in the 
other : ſo that neither Men nor Devils, could hinder the 
propagation of the Goſpel, by the working of that 
mighty Power, which he wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed 
him from the Dead, and ſet him at his own right hazd in 
the, Heavenly places. 


VI. For that is the laſt part of this Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, he was received up into, or in Glory : that is, in a 
glorious manner received up into Heaven. And being 
gone into the Heavens (as S. Peter writes, 1 III. slt. ) 
is on the right hand of God; angels, and authorities and 
powers being made ſubjet# to him. So ſubjeCt, that from 
henceforth he expects, till all his enemies be mgde his foot- 
fool, X. Hebr. 13. and having vanquiſhed Death, which 
rs the laſt Enemy, and raiſed Men out of their Graves, 
he will judge them according to therr Works. For he 
I up into Glory, to be the Judge of quick 
and dead. | 


Theſe are the Principal Points of that T7uth, which 


| ought to be ſupported and maintained in the Chriſtian ' 


Church : being the ſubſtantial and neceflary Articles 

of our Faith, without the belief of which we cannot be 

Chriſtians. - - n 
For 
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For the fuller Explication of which I ſhall make S;x 
obſervations : the firſt of which the Apoſtle himſelf here 
ſuggeſts; and the reſt will fairly follow from thence. 

I. Firſt the Apoſtle motes them to be ſuch Truths as 
were without Controverſie : about which there was no di- 
ſpute among ſerious Chriſtians, 


2. And therefore theſe are the truly Catholique Do-- 


Arines, and theſe alone. 
. The fundamental Truths, upon which our Religion 


an the Church ir {elf is built. 


4. And therefore he that holds cloſe to theſe, cannot 


be a Heretick. 

5. But they that call Men ſo, becauſe they believe 
not other _ which they have made neceſſary, have 
rent the Chriſtian Church, and are guilty of that ſin, of 
which they falſly accuſe others. DE 

6. Which guilt is the greater, becauſe the beſt and 
moſt learned Men among them, have confeſſed thoſe 
Dofctrines, which they have ſuperadded to the Ancient 
Truth, to be doubtful, ſuperfluous, and unknown to the 


firſt Ages" of the Church : that is, not zruly Catholique = 


Doftrines. 


T. 


The firſt of theſe ought to be well weighed: that 
the Truth, which is to be ſupported and maintained in 
the Church, is ſo evident and fo abundantly atteſted, 


that it is confeſſed by all Chriſtians. Thus that word 


$uonoyruivus , Without gt , or confeſſedly ſignifies, 
as we may learn from the uſe of it among the Ancient 
Greeks; one of which [ Diodorus Sinopenſis ] ſpeaks of 
their Supreme God, juſt as the Apoſtle doth of 5he My- 


ſtery of Godlineſs (a). . 
C 2 '0 Zd's 


(4) Ajud 
Atheneuny 
Lib, VI. c40-9» 
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Jupiter the Friendly is, without controverſie, or by com-- 


mon conſent agreed to be, the greateſ# of the Gods. In 
like manner the Apoſtle is to be underſtood, when he 
faith the ſame of theſe great and venerable Doftrines of 
Godlineſs : Which are ſuch, as are confeſſed by all, by a 
common agreement ; and doubted of by none. | For they 
are no other, than thoſe which are contained in the Apo- 
{tles Creed ; about which there is no queſtion among 
Chriſtians,but they all conſent unto it, being baptized into 
the belief of thoſe Truths: in which the whole Church 
hath agreed, every where; i all times, down from the 
Apoſtles days, to this preſent Age. 

For the Clutch, faith Irenews (b), though diſperſed 
throughout the World, to the ends of the Earth, re- 


ceived from the Apoſtles and their Diſciples the Faith, 
which is /z one Goal, the Father Almighty, who made the. 


Heawth, and the Earth, and Sex, and all that is in them : 
and in one Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, who was Incarnate 


for our Salvation : and in the Holy Ghoſt, who preached by. 
the Prophets the diſpenſations, and approaches of God, and 
the Birth of the Virgin, and the Suffering, the Reſurretti-. 
on from the Dead, and the Bodily Aſcenſion of our Dear 
Lord Chrift Jeſns into the Heavens ; and his coming 


from thence tn the Glory of the Father, to gather together 


ell things, and to raife all hamaye fleſh; that, according to. 


the good pleaſure of the Father inviſible, every knee of 
things in Heaven, or Earth, or nyder the Earth, may tow 


to Chrift Jeſns;our Lord, and God, and Savioar, and King, 


and every Tonene #14y confeſs him ; and he may do Righte- 
ous Tudpment upon all ; and ſend the Spirits of wickedneſs, 
and the Angels that tran{ereſſed and apoſtatized, together 


with 
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with ungodly, unjuſt, lawleſs, and bleſphemons Men, into 
erernal fire ; but to the juſt, and the holy, and ſuch as obſerve 
his Commandments, and perſevere in his Love, either al- 
ways or by Repemance, pracionſly beſtow life, give immort a- 
lity, and put them in poſſeſſion of eternal Glory. 
This 1s,. avwmey + £21254; ( as he calls it) 2 little Body 
of Truth ; the Rule of Faith, ( as Tertulljan often ſpeaks ) 
inſtituted by Chriſt; which zulas habet apud nos queſti- (,) ;_,, os 
ones (c),. is not doubted of, nor hath any queſtions about ſripr. cap. 
it among Chriſtians, but ſuch as Hereftes have brought *'V- 
in, and which make Men Hereticks. 
And therefore this is he Truth, of which the Chureh 
ought to. be the Pillar and Ground to the end of the 
World :: but-not preſume, as T ſhall ſhow anon, to bind 
all Chriſtians, upon pain of periſhing everlaſtingly, to 
beheve what is not contained in this Rule of beliet. Far 
it alone is ſufficient, as appears by this; that into it, all 
the Articles or Parts ( as a learned Man of the. Roman : 
Church ſpeaks (4d) ) of which a Chriſtian conſiſts, are di- (4) Rigaltizs 


geſted, as it were, into one Boay. 
IT.. 


Prom whence it follows that theſe are the true Catho- 
lique, and the ozly Catholique Dottrines. Catholique 
they are, becauſe ſpread every where: and the only Ca- 
tholique, becauſe none beſides theſe, till very lately, were 
received as part of the Chriſtian Truth , which muſt 
neceſlarily be believed, if we hope to be ſaved. 
Hear how Ireneus (ec) proclaims this , immediately (*) £1: 
—| after the foregoing words : which (f) Epiphanius thought (#) Je; 
{q conſiderable, that he hath tranſcribed both theſe Chap- XXXL 
ters into his Book againſt Hereſies, REY 

The Church, as we Dave ſaid, having received this Preach- 
;nz (or Dotftrine )) and this Faith , preſerves it moſt bY 
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folly, as if it inhabited but one Houſe ; though it be diſperſed 
through the whole World. And with unanimous conſent, 
Preaches, and Teaches and Delivers theſe things, as having 
but one Mouth. For thosgh there be aifferent Languages in 
the World, yet the force of that which is delivered is one 
and the ſame. So that neither the Churches ſituated in 
Germany believe otherwiſe, or have any other Tradition, 
mor thoſe in Spain, nor thoſe in France, xor thoſe in the 
Eaſt, zor thoſe in Egypt, nor thoſe in Libya, nor thoſe 11 
the midſt of the World; but as the Sun, that Creature f 
God, is one and the ſame in the whole World, ſo the 
7 xnpuytus f aantias, the Preaching, or Doftrine of the Truth 
(hines every where, and inlightens all Men, who are willing 


#0 come to the knowledge of the Truth. And neither he, 


among the Governors of the Church, who is moſt power- 
ful in Speech, teaches different things from vheſe ( for 
no Man is above his Maſter ) nor he that is weak in 
Speech diminiſhes the Tradition. Foy there being one 
and the ſame Faith, neither he that is able to ſpeak « 
great deal concerning it , doth inlarge or exceed : nor 
he that can ſay but a little, doth take away, or make it 
teſs. 

Thich is ſuch a plain declaration that the Creed 
contains the whole Apoſtolieal Tradition ( or Faith, 
for they are the ſame in his Language) and the on- 
ly Catholique Doctrine ; that if we were at this day 
to contrive words on purpoſe, for the aflerting this 
Truth, we could not invent any more full or expreſs 
than theſe. Which ſhow us that this Faith is ſufficient 
not only for the ignorant, the Catechumens, and begin- 
ners in Religion ; but for the moſt improved in Chri- 
ſtian knowledge; for thoſe that inſtructed and ruled the 
Church, who hadno Authority to preach or impoſe any 
other bclict. 


This 
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This is a thing that runs through his whole Book : 
for he repeats it again, in fewer words, in the latter end 
of the next Chapter, that the true Church hath but that 
oxe and the ſame Faith ( before mentioned ) throughout 
the whole World. Which in the 19th Chapter, he calls 
the Rule of Trath, by which all error was diſcovered : 
for holding this rule, though they ſpeak wery warious and 
_ things, we eaſily evince that they have deviated from 
the 1run. 


And again, in the third Book (g), he hath recourſe to (z) z.nt. 
the ſame Rule of Truth, «nto which whoſoever will hear. &P: 3: 


ken, may ſee what is the tradition of the Apoſtles, manife« 
feed in the whole World, in every Church. Where he faith 
they were able to tell what Biſhops were ſettled by the 
Apoſtles and their Succeſlors, untill his time : who nei- 
ther taught nor thought of any thing like to the do- 
tages of the Hereticks of thoſe days. And becauſe it 
would have been too long to reckon up all thg Churches, 
he inſtances in the Church of Rome, (to which all had 
occaſion ta go, upon ſome buſineſs or other, becauſe it 
was the Imperial City ) by whoſe Biſhop he ſarth, that 
Tradition, and that Preaching, or DoQtrine of Truth, which 
mas from the Apoſtles in the Church, « come to ws; and us 
« moſt full proof, that one and the ſame life giving faith, 
which was from the Apoſtles in the Church, s nav Zr to 


#his time, and delivered in Truth. The very ſame, which 


Polycarp wrote to 7he Philippians (mark theſe words, 
which they of the preſent Roman Church are wont to 
conceal, that they may make the World. believe Irexec 
thought the Tradition of the Apoſtles, that is the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, was to be ſought only in their Church } a»d 
which was in the Church of Epheſus, founded by Paul, and 
having John continuing in it, till the time of Trajan; 
which Church is 4 true witneſs of the Tradition of the 


Apoſles. 
ve And 
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- And that there may be no miſtake about this Trad:- 
Z. WIL CaP.4- 25,7, he repeats it again in the next Chapter, aud in- 
forms us ( in very remarkable words) it was nothing elſe 

but the DoCtrine contained in theCreed. | 
Since theſe things are ſo plain, we ought net to ſeek fur- 
ther, among others, for truth ; which we may eaſily find in the 
Church : For the Apoſtles left moſt fully in it, as in a rich 
Repoſitory, all things that belong to truth: So that every 
one, who will, may take from thence the Water of Life, 8c. 
( out of the Holy Scriptures, he means, as appears by 
what follows); Azd ſuppoſe the Apoſtles had not left us © 
-the Scriptures, ſhall we not follow the Order of the T radi- 
tion, (or Rule of Faith ) which they delivered to thoſe, 
unto whom they committed the Churches ? To which Ordi- 
nation many barbarous Nations, who believe on Chriſt, aſ- 
ſent , having the Dottrine of Salvation, without Paper 
and Ink, written by the Spirit in their Heart, and dili- 
ently preſgrving the ANCIENT TRADITION: 
| 0 in one God, the maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and of all things which are therein, by Chriſt Jeſus the 
Son of *God ; Who out of his moſt eminent love to his 
Creature vouchſafed to ve born of the Virgin, uniting Man 
to God by himſclf'; and ſuffering under Pontius Pilate, and 
riſing again, and being illuſtriouſly received in glory, ſhall come 
again, the Saviour of thoſe that are ſaved, and the Judge 
of thoſe that are judged : Sending into eternal fire, the nuſ- 
ſhapers of Truth, and the contemners of his Father, and of 
his coming. Thoſe that have believed this Faith without Let- 
ters, we, in our Language, call barbarous : but as to their 
opinion, and cuſtom, and converſation, they pleaſe God, 
becauſe of their Faith, by which they are moſt wiſe: living 
in all Righteouſneſs, Chaſtity, and Wiſdom. Unto whom, 
if any one ſhould ſpeak in their Language, thoſe thine: 
which Hereticks have invented; they would p: eſent!; ſeep 
their ears, and run away, not inauring to heir the bla'pi:- 
_ 
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my. Thus by tha OLD TRADITION of the 
Apoſtles ( viz. the Creed ) they do not ſo much as admit 
into their thoughts, the portentous talk of thoſe Hereticks 


in his days. 


Theſe things I have. thought fit to ſet down, the 
more largely, becauſe they are an evident demonſtrati- 
on, what the OLD TRADITION ofthe Apoſtles 
is; whichis nothing elſe, but that ſummary of Chriſti- 
an Truth contained in the Creed : unto which they 
would ſuffer no other Tradition to be added ; but con- 
tented themſelves with this, as fully ſufficient : and by 
this judged of all other things, that pretended to come 
from the Apoſtles : and were every where ſo well in- 
ſtructed in this, that in thoſe Churches which as yet had 
not received the Apoſtolical- Writings (the Holy Scri- 
ptures of the N. T. ) they had this DoQrine, as the con- 
tents of thoſe Scriptures : and were thought oft wi/e(be- 
ing wiſe enough to ſalvation) in this faith alone, with- 
out any other. | 

But becauſe this is ſuch a very important Truth, T 
ſhall take a little more pains, to fer down the fenſe of 
the Church in all Ages, concerning it : that the Reader 
may be ſatisfied, there is no other Truth, but this aJone, 
which: is abſolutely neceſfary to his Salvation, hich 
they ſometime comprehend in fewer words ; butnever 
add any one article, beyond thoſe in the Creed. 

If we had the Letters of Tpmatzrs intire and ſincere, 
we ſhould be able to tell what he took for Truth, im- 
mediately after the Apoſtles were dead. And thus much 
is evident from them as they now are, that they or he 


'who contrived the Epiſtle to the Philippians under his 


name (for it is not thought to be his) took this to be the 
Dottrine of that Second Age : when after the mention 
of the Dodarine of the Trimity, and that the Sor of God 
was truly made Man, trulyborn, -_ truly crucefied, gs 
47 
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and roſe again ( not ſeemingly, not in appearance only,. 
but 11 Truth) they make him conclude 5 mim mevaors, 
Maxgp1O-, He that believes theſe things, as they are, and. 
were really done, is ableſſed Man. W hich is an undoubted 
teitimony they took this Creed to be ſufficient to ſalvati- 
on : which Tenatizs in an unqueſtioned Epiltle of his 
to the Church of Smyrza, calls the #nmoveable Faith, 
wherein he bleſſed God, they were perfe&ted, or knit. 
together ; mentioning no other Articles, but thoſe be- 
fore named. 

Polycarp alſo, in the ſame Age, wrote an Epiltle 
to the Philippians, wherein they that had a mind and took 
care of their ſalvation, might learn, the charader 
of his Faith andthe Dottrine of Truth : which was the, 
very lame as Irene relates in the forenamed Chapter, 
with that ſet down by him, which he calls that oze 
and only Truth which he received from the Apoſtles, and, 
delivered to the Church. 

And what they taught in 4fia, and Irenews in France, 
that Tertuliar, in the latter end of the Tame Age, taught 
in Africk ; that there is but oe only immoveable, irreform= 
able Rule of Faith (h) (that is, there is no other form of. 
believing but this, as de la Cerda honeſtly interprets the 
word” irreformabilis) in one God, Almighty, the. Creator 
of the World, and in his Sou Jeſus Chriſt, born of the Vir-. 
gin Mary, crucified under Pontius Pilate, raiſed the third 
day from the dead, received up into Heaven, and ſitting 
now at the right hand of the Father, and ſhall come ts 
judge. the quick-and the dead, by the reſurreftios alſo of 
the Fleſh. | 

This he calls in that place, the Law of Faith:- which 
he ſets down, in more words, in another Book ; - where he 
Prefaces to it by this remarkable propoſition as he. calls it, 
(2) that there is one, and the ſame certain Doitrine inſtitu- 
tea by Chriſt, which all people ought to believe ; and con- 

| ſequently 


UMI 
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ſequently to ſeek, that, when they have. found. it, they 
may believe. Now the inquiſition of one certain appoint- 
ment cannot be infinite : which 1s an incouragement to 
ſeek till one find, and believe when he hath tound ; be- 
cauſe there remains, ſaith he, © Nothing more but to pre- 
* ſerve and keep, what thou haſt believed. - For thou 
* believeſt this alſo, that there is nothing elſe tobe believed. 
* And therefore no further inquiry to be made, when 
© thou haſt found and believed, that which was appoin- 
* ted by him, who did not command thee to enquire af- 
ter any thing, but what he appointed. 

Upon which principle having a little further enlarged, 
he proceeds to lay down the (4) Rule of Faith ( that (+). Chap, 
one certain appointment, which if one believe, there is no- XI. 
thing elſe to be believed ) whereby we believe there is one 
God alone, and no other but the Creator of the World, 
who made all things of nothing, by his Word, emitted be- 
fore all things. That Word called his Soz, ſeen variouſly 
in the name of GOD by the Patriarchs, heard inthe Pro- 
phets, and at laſt brought down by the Spirit and power of 
God the Father into the Virgin Mary, made fleſh in her 
Womb, and born of her, became Jeſus Chriſt : and thereup- 
on preached the new Law, and the new promiſe of the Kijng- : 
dom. of Heaven; wrought miracles, was crucified, roſe the 
third day, was taken up into Heaven, ſitteth at the right 
hand of the Father, ſent the vicarious power of the Holy 
Spirit, who works in believers : ſhall come in glory, to take 
holy perſons to the enjoyment of eternal Life, and the ce- 
leſtial promiſes, and to condemn the prophane to everlaſting 
fire 5 = parties being raiſed up again, with the reſtoring 
of the fleſh. 

Thi Ne Rule, about which, he there ſaith, there are 
no queſtions : the Rule, in which Faith intirely conſiſts; 
that Faith which will fave a Man: unto which curiolity 


ought to yeild : for to know nothing againſt the Rule is 
D 2 70 


$ 


(1) Ib, Cap.X. 


XIV. Vii 


enim erit fins 


querepds ? 


DVhi ſtatio cre- 
dendi 2 &e 


(nm) 4dv, 
Praxeam, 
Ca Pp + Zo 


(n) L. IV. 


a1y. Eutychi- 


105, 


(0) Apolog. 


Cap. 47. 


(7) DeReſurs Iy, that ONE EDICT' of GOD, which. hangs up (as the 
Editts oi the Emperor did in a. Table) zo be read by all (p).. 
Nor 


ret. Cars 
Cap. 18, 
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to know all things. And beyond this Rule, he there expre(- 
ly argues, (/). there 1s — be believed : for it we. 
{till be to ſeek for Faith, where ſhall we reſt ' Where ſball we 
make an end of ſeeking ? Where ſball we make a ſtand and 
ſtay our believing ? Or where ſhall a full ſt p be put to finding ? 
'And that. this was the conſtant Doctrine of thoſe 
times and places, it appears from hence, that as Ireneus 
often repcats this Rule and this alone, ſo doth he a third 
time inſiſt upon this, even after he became a Mont aniſt ; 
as the only Rule that had run down to their times fron 
the beginning of the Goſpel : which he had. always pro- 
felled, and now much more, being more fully (as he 
fancied) inſtrufted by the Paraclete, the leader into all 
Truth. Who durſt not (it ſeems) though he pretended to 
Revelations, adventure to alter this Rule : which Ter- 
tullian recites again, (>). in the ſame terms, without 
any inlargements, as he had done in his tormer Books. 
And thereby ſatisfies us, that he did not caſually make 
this the Rule of Faith, but that it was his conſtant ſenſe : 


which though he do. not expreſs in the very ſame words. 


and ſy{lables, it only ſhows they had no other ſenſe, but 
this in thew minds. And, as Y7z/lius (z) ſpeaks about 
this very matter, ec prefudicaat vera, ubi ſenſus incolu- 
mis permanet, the words do not make a wrong opinion , 
where the ſenſe remains fafe and found. Which may 
be applied to all the forms of belief, which were in the 
Church of Rome, of Agnileia, and inthe Churches of 
the Eaf, before the great Council of Vice : none of 


which ditter in ſenſe ( though in ſome words they do ): 


nor have one Article of Faith more, than the Creed now 
contains : which Tertullian (ov) once more calls the Rale 
of Truth, which comes trau[mitted from Chriſt, by his compa- 
a40n5s, or A 


poltles : and in another place, molt ſignificant- 


WA SC =» ec ESE 
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Nor was there any other Paith in-the next Age to 
this (in the #hird Century) as we may be fatisfied trom 
Origen, who in his Preface to his Books &'ap;@v, think- 
10g it neceſſary firit to lay down # certain line, and mani- 
feſt rule, by which to inquire concerning other things, 
and having diſtinguiſhed between things neceſſary to 


be believed, and thoſe which are not neceſſary ; he gives 


the ſumm of thoſe things, which were manifeſtly deli- 
wvered by the Apoſtolical Preaching : and it is nothing elſe, 
but the preſent Creed : about which, he faith, there is 
one ſenfe of the whole Church. | 

And in his firſt Book againſt Ce//as., who ſaid the 
Chrittian Religion was Kug:ov bywa, a clancular Dotrine, 
which they hid and concealed, he avows that the Chri- 
ſtian DoQrine was as well known in the World, as the 
Opinions of Philoſophers. For who doth not know that we 
believe Feſus was born of a Virgin, was crucified, roſe again 
from the Dead, will come to Judgment, and puniſh Sinners 
and reward the Righteous according to their Deeds ? Nay, 


the Myſtery of the future Reſurrection is divulpged, though 


laught at by unbelievers. 'Thele were the great things 
which were commonly taught, and all obliged to be- 
lieve; as for others, which were not common, the Philo- 
ſophers, he tells him, had their abſtruſe DoQrines as well 
as Chriſtians. 'To this purpoſe we meet with a notable 
paſſage in Epiphanins (1n the ſucceeding Age). which 
ſhows that the ſubſtance of the Chriſtian Faith concer- 
ning our Saviour was commonly known, even by thoſe 
who did not profeſs it; and underſtood to be this which 
Orizen mentions. For a Jew coming to fſee an emi- 
nent Man of his Nation who was ſick, whiſpered this 


in his Ear, when they deſpaired of his life, * Believe in * ers, 
Teſus who was crucified under Pontius Pilate the Governor, XXX+" 9+ 


being the Son of GO D, and afterward bora of Mary, the 
Chriſt of GOD, and raiſed from the dead, and that He 
{hall come to judge th? quick and the dead, I, Cy> 


20 


(0) Epilt. ad 


Magnum de 


bapt, Novuat. 


eat, Rig. 


' Pe 152, 
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S. Cyprian (o) allo plainly ſhows there was no other 
Faith in his Church : when he anſwers thoſe who ſaid, 
the Nowvatians, held the ſame Law that the Catholick 
Church held, and baptized into the ſame Creed; belie- 
ving the ſame God, the Father, the ſame Chriſt the Son, 


the ſame Holy Ghoſt; that this would not avail them 


( for Chore and Dathay and Abiram, believed the ſame 
God with Meſes and Aaron) ; and beſides, they did not 
believe remif/ion of ſins, and eternal life, by the holy 
Church; {ince they had left the Church. | 

Luciazus allo a famous Presbyter of the Church of 
Antioch, and a Martyr for the Faith of Chriſt , left a 


* Sooner. form of believing,written with his own hand *,if we may 
ZI +5 believe the Biſhops aſſembled at Aztioch, who ſent it 


(g) L. TI. 


Eccleſ. Hiſt, 


C. If 


- good pleaſure of the Father, and took fleſh 


about 1n the time of the Aria» Controverſie, to prove 
they were none of his followers, but held ? aig» 2 «pxis 
uns, the Faith which had been et forth from the be- 
ginning: and it is this, as Socrates reports it (q) ; We 
have learnt from the beginning to believe in one God of the 
whole World, the maker and preſerver of all things intelli- 
gible and ſenſible ; and in one Only begotten Son of God, 
ſubſiſting before all Worlds, and being together with the Fa- 
ther who begot him ; by whom all things were made, whether 
wifible or inviſible ; who in the laſt days came down, by the 
| of the Holy Vir- 
gin, and having fulfilled the whole Will of his Father, ſuf- 
fered and roſe again, and returned to Heaven, aud ſutteth 
at the right Hand of the Father, and ſhall come to judge 
the quick and dead, and remaineth Kjng and God for ever. 
And if” it be needful to add it, we believe the Reſurrettion 
of the fleſh and life everlaſting. 

I will not trouble: the Reader with a larger Creed 
of theirs whichythere follows, more fully explaining the 
Dottrine of the Trinity ; becauſe it belongs to the fol- 
lowing Age, Cert. IV. 

| In 
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In which, it is known the Nzceze Fathers met to ſet- 
tle the Controverſie about the Sor of God : but did not 
make any new Creed, or add one Article to what had 
been believed before; but only explain'd one Article, 
the ſenſe of which the Arias perverted. No, they 
were ſo far from inlarging the Chriſtian Faith, that 
when they met together they recited no other Creed, 
but that of the Apoſtles : as Laurentins Valla affirms he 
had read in ſome ancient Books of 1jdore ; who collected 
the Canons: of old Councils. And accordingly when 
they had drawn up that Creed, which they publiſhed, | 
they did not think they had made the leaſt change in the 
matter of Faith ; but declared that, this (7 ) was the (r)Epiphanins 
Creed delivered by the Holy Apoſtles. Which S. Ambroſe (s) CE 
in that. Age calls c/avem the key , S. Hierom indicium Him. Epift. 
the mark or ſign. of Faith : in which after the confeſe 4 Pannach.. 
ſiow of the Trinity, and of the Unity of the Church, 
the whole Myſtery of the Chriſtian Religion is conclu- 
ded, in the Reſurreftion of the fleſh. And which Greg. 
Nazianzey, in his ſecond Letter to Cledonire , _ 
* owmuy Gegv mva. x3 #gY oye Þ nueTEs tearnuart, a ſhort bounda- * Ort. L.1T. | 
ry and rule of our ſenſe or judgment : i. e. of the Faith "*% 
of Chriſtians. 

S. Auſtin eſpecially in a great number of places, de- 
clares, that this is the only Faith required ro make a 
Man a Chriſtian. Particularly in his (z) Book he wrote (t) L. de Fiat 
on purpoſe about this matter ; which he begins thus, © 279% 
Since the juſt live by Faith, the greater care muſt be taken 
that Faith be not corrupted; and then adds, Now the Ca- 
tholique Faith is made known to the faithful, in the 
Creed, Which having explained , he concludes his 
Book in theſe words; which few words are known to 
the faithful, that believing they may be ſubdued to God, 
and being brought uader þis Yoke may live aright ; and 
living aright , may cleanſe their Heart ; and | 

rt 
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Heart being cleanſed , they may underſiand what they be« 


lieve. 
In like manner before he begins the Explication of the 


(4) DeG6'm:5 Book of Geneſis (4), he ſets down what the Catholique 


a1 literam L£., 


tnperfe ins. 


Faith 1s; becauſe Hereticks were wont to draw the Scri- 
ptures to their own ſenſe, againſt the Catholique Faith. 
And the Catholique Faith, by which he conſiders all 
things, is nothing elſe but that in the Viceze Crecd : 
beginning with the belief of God the Father Almighty, 
and concluding with the belief of eterzal Life, and the 
promiſe of the heavenly Kzngdom. 

Which is agreeable to the direction he gives to others, 


CxYL.M. £.2. 1n his Book of C hriſtians Doftrine (x), that in all ambi- 


guous things , the rule of Faith be conſulted, leſt any 
ſenſe, that 1s contrary thereunto, be admitted. Which, 


* Epi. LVIL. he elſewhere faith *, is the rule of Faith common to little 


+ Tom. IV, 


and great in the Church. | 

It is needleſs to add any more out of that Father ; and 
T ſhall but briefly mention the Creed of Pope Damaſms 
in the ſame Ape (among S. Hierom's Works F) which 
is only a confeſſion of the bleſſed Trinity, with the reſt 
of the Articles concerning the Conception, Birth, Death, 
ReſurreQion, Aſcenſion, Exaltation, and coming again 
of our bleſſed Saviour, to raife- us from. the Dead, and 
to give to every Man according to his works : conclu- 
ding with theſe obſervable words ; Read theſe things, be- 
tieve theſe things, retain theſe things : ſubjugate thy Soul 
zo this belief, and thou ſhalt obtain life and reward from 
Chriſt. 

4h the words of the great Athanaſius alone are ſuffi- 


_ cient to this purpoſe: in the Letter which he, and the 


(:)7-n.1, Biſhops with him, ſent to the Emperor Joviazan (2), 


P42. 248. & 


T0649" tt, 


where they tell him the Faith confeſſed by the Niceze 


1.1v,+0,,, Fathers, is that which was preached Q e:5+&, from the 


> 
{ "i - Py 
#7  *# #6 a 5 


very beginning: uato which all the Churches every 
| where 
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6 where conſent, whether they be 1n Spain or Britain, or 
« France,or all Italy : with thoſe in Dalmatia, Dacia, My- 
* ſia, Macedonia, and all Greece, all Africk, Sardinia, C'y- 
* prus, Crete, Pamphylia, Ly:ia, 1ſauria, Epypt, Lybia, Pon- 
* #5, Capadocia, and their next Neighbours, with all the 
* Churches of the Eaſt (a few excepted who were Ar- 
* x5 ) whoſe minds they knew , and whoſe Writings 
* they had to produce. And then having ſet dowa the 
© Nicene Creed , they conclude : Iz this Faith it is neceſ- 
© (ary for all to remain, as Divine and Apoſtolical : and 
© ot to change it. For which he gives this reaſon, in 
another account of it, to Ep:etus (a) Biſhop of Corinth : 
becanſe it is ſufficient for the overthrow of all ungod'ineſs, 
and for the eftablifhment of a pious Faith in Chriſt, - 
Which is a plain declaration, that this Faith is not de- 
feQtive : and that in the Creed, commonly aſcribed to 
him, there was no intention to add any new Article of 
Faith, but only to explain the old. For a whole Synod 
( viz. that at Sardis) forbad, he tells us in another 
place (6); any other Faith to be written but this, with (5). E Iſt. ad 
which all ſhould reſt contented , 94 & widty aulf acimrey, i Pe57Ge 
&C. becauſe there was nothing wanting in it, but it was full 
of goalineſs : and that there ought no new : Faith to be 
ſet forth, leſ# this ſhould ſeem to be imperfett, and occaſi- 
o# ſhould te given, to them that had a mind, to be ofters 
writing and defining concerning Faith. _. 
I omit that Confeſſion of Faith which S. Baſ/ makes, 
in his Book of the true Faith(c): and. two others in (c) Tor. 11, 
Epiphanins , of both which he faith, that the Faith of the ?4: 354+ 
Holy Church (4), and that they were delivered by the (4) Archer. 
Apoſtics. Which is a further confirmation, that though 
they added many more words to the Apoſtles Creed, 
yet they added no new Article of Faith: but only ex- 
pounded more largely the meaning of ſome part of it, 


upon the occaſion of ſome Hereſfies, which troubled the 
E - Church 


(a) Ton.T. 
P42. 582, 
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Church in thoſe times, When it was ſo far from their 
thoughts ro add any new thing to the firlt Creed, that 
among the numerous Creeds, we find, in Athanaſius (e), 
in Eſeb:as, and others, there is not one of them, thar 
makes any ſuch attempt. 

Nor did the Second General Council of Conftantino- 
ple deſltzn any more; but only »pawr« to ſtrengthen and 
confirm the Nicene Faith, as Socrates * ſpeaks. Which 
Conſtantinopolitan Creed, or one very like, Cyril of Hie- 
ruſalem expounded in his Church: and faith it was the 
only Faith delivered by the Church, and fortified by all the: 
Scrizture(g). * For fince all are not able to read the 
* Scriptnres, and ſome by their want of underſtanding, 
* others by their buſineſs are hindred in acquiring that. 
* knowledge, therefore, leſt Mens Souls ſhould be lolt 
* by ignorance, we have comprehended, in a few ſentences, 
© 7 may diyua + minus, the whole Dotrine of Faith, Which 
* hecarneſtly preſſes them to have written not in Paper, 
© but in their Heart : and to carry 1t about with them as: 
* their Viaticum in the. whole courſe of their life : axd be-. 
© ſides this to receive no other. No, faith he, it I ſhould 
*change my mind, and teach the contrary, do: not be- 
© lieve me; no nor an Angel from Heaven, as the Apo-. 
<{tle ſpeaks, if he ſhould Preach any other Goſpel, bur. 
*rhat you have received. For theſe Articles of Faith. 
© were wot, as it ſeems, compoſed by Men : but the principal. 
* things being gathered together out of the. SCRIPTURE, 
«they fill up one Do&trine of Faith. 

But it 1s. more than time to proceed to the Fifth Age, 
in which we find them ſo ſtedfaſt_ in this perſwafion 
( that the ancient Creed contained all things necellary to 
be believed) that the Fathers aſſembled in the. Third 
General*Council (h) at Epheſus, exprelly decreed, that 
it ſhould not be lawful for. any Man to produce, or write, or 
compoſe iniegs nar, any. other Faith, beſides that defined by 


the Nicene Fathers. - And 
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And that, if any durſft be ſo bold as either to compoſe, or 
offer any other Faith, to thoſe that would be converted, from 
Heatheniſm, or Judaiſm, or whatſoever Hereſie ; if they 
were Biſhops, or Clergy-men, they ſhould be depoſed ; if Lay- 
mer, they ſhould be anathematized. By which we may 
learn what would have .become of the Pope himſelf, it 
he had attempted then, what his Succetlors in theſe lat- 
ter times, have done. | | 

For ſo ſacredly did they keep to this, that S. Cyril of 


Alexandria (i) tells Foh. Antiechenus, they could not in- (i) Tm. V. 
dure that the Faith defined at Nice, or the Symbol pars 2. p.108. 


of Faith there made, ſhould by any means be ſhaken : 


nor do we ſuffer our ſelves or others to change one word of 


what is there, or to go beſides it, ſo much as in one ſyllable ; 
remembring him that ſaid, remove not the ancient Land- 
marks, which thy Fathers have ſet thee : for it was not 
they that ſpake, but the Spirit it ſelf of God, and the Fa- 
ther. Which he confirms by the fore-mentioned Letter 
of Athanaſius to Epiftetus : which ſome, he ſaith, had ſet 
forth adulterated and depraved, and therefore he tranſ- 
mits it .to him ſincere and nncorrupted, out of ancient 
Copies. And he had the greater reaſon to ſay, they 
could not alter one word of it ; becauſe the Council of 
Epheſus it ſelf, though it decreed againſt Neſtorins, that 
che bleſſed Virgin was @:oz&, the Mother of God, yet 
they would not adg that word to the ancient- Creed : 
but thought it ſufficient to determine the point againft 
him. - This Cyr further declares in an Epiſtle to 4ca- 


cins (k); where he confutes thoſe who accuſed him of (4) n. p.112. 


receiving a new Creed, 1n theſe words: Noxe ever re- 
quired of us a new Expoſition of Faith, nor dowe admit of 
any from others , amign 9 npir 6 nom G yaph, Kg. for the 
divinely-inſpired Scripture ſufficeth us, and the Milance of 
the Ancient Fathers, and the Symbol of Faith; which is 
exattly conformed to all right yu" | 

2 And 
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And it is well known that the next General Council 
at Chalcedon renewed this Canon of the Council of 
Epheſus : Decrecing in the very {ame words, with very 

| little alteration, that »o Man-ſhould produce or write any 

other Faith, nor think or teach otherways : under the pe- 
nalties before-mentioned ; only, with this difference, that 
to Lay-men are added Moxks, againſt whom the Synod 
decreed an Anathema , 1it they preſumed.to teach any 
other Faith. 

In the Sixth Age, the ſame was again repeated in the 
Fijth General Council at Conſtantinople, under the Em- 
peror Juſtiziaz : they ſolemnly proteſling, in their Third 


Seſſion, that they embraced all the Four foregoing Ge- 


neral Councils; which is renewed in their Eighth Seffion, 
and all their Decrees conhrm'd, with a particular de- 
fence of the laſt Council at Chalcedon; concluding with 
the ſame ſolemn Decree, that none ſhould dare to reach 
-or write any thing contrary to thoſe conſtitutions, but if 
he were a Biſhop or Clergy-man he ſhould be depoſed ; 
it a Monk or Laick, anathematized. 
Juſtiniau himſelf alſo in his Epiſtle to the Biſhops at 
(1) In Colla= Conſtantinople (1) takes ſpecial notice, how the Fathers 
core 3: 947 ;n the Council at Chalcedou anathematized thoſe who had 
4 delivered, or do deliver axy other Creed, but that which 
was expounded by the 318 Holy Fathers, and explained by the 
150 Fathers ; that is the Apoſtles Creed, expounded by 
the two firſk General Councils at Vice and Conftantino- 


*7Tum.V. ple. For we * would have you know (faith he) that thoſe 
Labb. Edit. 


Fe 4% Councils of Nice, Conſtantinople, Epheſus the firſt, and 


Chalcedon, concerning ONE AND THE SAME 
FAITH, we keep and defend and follow them, and all 
that are-conſonuant to them. And whatſoever is not con- 
ſonant to this, or may be found by any perſon written againſt 
thoſe things, which were defined concerning ONE A wm 
LE; 


things which were expounded and defined by the four holy 
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THESAME FAITH in thoſe four Councils, or in 


one of them, that we execrate, as altogether abhorrent fron 
Chriſtian piety. And this Emperor was no m2an Di- 
vine (though Baronirs is pleaſed to ſlander him as z/- 
zezate, and preſumptuous for medling in matters of 
Faith ) for Pop? Azgatho himſelf, and the whole ſixth 


General Council, who approved of Agarho's Letter () (m\ Cori. VI. 
put him in the rank of the moſt excellent Fathers and 4%: 4- 


Ecclefiaſtics Writers. For to prove out of the Fathers, 
two Natures in Chrilt, he tells Contantine Pogonatus, 
that S. Cyril, S. Chryſoſtome and a great many other Bi- 
ſhops, whom he names, taught this, & preomnivus, &Cc. 
and above all theſe, that zealous defender of the true and 
Apoſtolick Faith, Juſtinian the Emperor of pions memory,. 
whoſe integrity of Faith did as much exalt the Chriſtian 
Commonwealth, as by the ſincerity thereof, it was pleaſing - 
to God, &c. whici 1s enough to make the defenders of 
the preleat Roman Church, bluſh at the infincerity of 
their gr-at Anpaliſt who makes this Emperor to. have 
been a perfeCt block, not paſt his A. B. C.(z) whom one( 


_ of their own Pop23, (who lvel 1a tne next age to y; 2. and many 
'him, and 1s Sarztcd by them ) makes equal {to ſay no other places, 


more) unto S. Chry/offome, and the greatelt Biſhops that 
had been in the Church. 

I might add the praiſes which Pope Gregory the great 
gives of him in many places : but I ſhall rather obſerve 
how he in the laterend of this Aze, concurrs with him, 
and with the ftorenamed Councils, in this opinion ; that 
no other Faith but this was to be admitted. For giving 


an account of his Faith (0s) as the manner was, ' upan (,) c, 1,x9;4, 


his advancement to the Papacy, and ſpeaking of the tour 24. 
firſt General Councils, in {o hizh a Style, that he. pro- 
felled to reccive and reverence them, 4 the four Books 
of the Holy Goſpel ; he gives this reaſon tor it :. * becauſe 
& on theſe, as one @ ſquare ſtone, the ſiructure of the CP 
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« Faith ariſeth, and the rule of every ones life and attion 
* conſiſts. So that whoſever doth not hold this ſolid 
* ground, although he appear a Szoze, yet he lies out 
© of the building : After which words, he alſo profeſles 
his veneration of the f#h Council, and approves of all 
that they ordained. 

This cuſtom (in the Roman Church particularly ) 
of giving an account of their Faith, to their Brethren 
when they were newly advanced to the Prieſthood, is 


(7) Exif. 2- mentioned by Pope Gelaſius (p) ; and ſeems to have been 


a1 Laurentium 


Fpiſc. 


(9) Decret. 
pars 2. Canſ4 
XXV. 4. 1. 
6 X. 


begun, upon occaſion of the great fations which were 
raiſed againſt the Council of Chalcedon. Whereupon 
Childerick King of France, as ſoon as Pelagins was advan- 
ced to the See of Rowe, upon the death of YVigilins 
( whoſe ſentence had been condemned as heretical in 
the 5h Council ) deſired to know if he held the defini- 
tion of the Council of Cha'cedox ( which contained the 
Nicene, Conſtantinopolian, and Epheſine Faith :) unto 
which he anſwered in a Letter, which is in the body 
of the Canon Law (4), that he received the definitions 
of the 4. General Councla concerning the Catholique 
Faith ; and then having rehearſed the Creed, I believe 
in one Lord, Father, and Son, ana Holy Ghoſt, viz. the 
Father Almighty, &c. he thus concludes. This therefore 
is my Faith, and the hope which is in me by the gift of 
the mercy of God : of which S. Peter commanas us to be rea- 
E/ to anſwer to every one who asks a reaſon, cr an account 
0] HS. 

From which it appears ſufficiently, that they had no 
other account to give of their Faith, in thoſe days, 
than that which we now give in our Church : who be- 
lieve all that they did then, and believe, as they did, 


'that nothing more is neceſlary to be believed. 


But it will be uſefull if I give a'brief account alſoof 
the ſence of the following Ages in this matter. And 
| in 


The Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


inthe VII. Age Pope A4eatho, before mentioned, ſent a Sy- 
nodical Epiſtle (from himſelfand 125 Biſhops aſſembled 
at Rome) to the 5th- General Council, held alſo at 
Conſtantinople, 1n which there is a confeſſion of their 
Faith ( which they ſay they were taught by the Apoſto- 
lical and Evangelical Tradition : ) which conliits of no 
more Articles than are in the foregoing Creeds, It is in- 


29 


ſerted into the A&tts of that General Council (>), where- (r) 5:f.rv. 
in thoſe Creeds were again recited and confirmed, in ***< Sn 


the ſame words and under the ſame-penalties, as in the 
Councils of Epheſus and Chalcedon : with a ſevere pro- 
hibition of ſo muchas a Kawogoria 4 new manner of ſpeech, 
or invention of a word, to the ſubverſion of what was then 
determined. 
Which was done more largely, in the Council imme- 
diately following, called N&3\" (being a kind of ſup- 
plement to the former ſitting in the ſame place) where 
- it was decreed, in the very firſt Canon, that zhe Faith 
delivered by the Mixiſters of the Word, * wreimy Amgitay, 
the divinely choſen Apoſtles, who were eye witneſſes to him, 
ſhould be preſerved duauveriynov without any innovation, im: 
zutably and inviolably. And then they ratify diſtin&tly 
the Decrees.of the Nicene- Council, and the. other five 
ſollowing- General Councils, which they. name in order, 
with the occaſion of them : . and conclude with theſe 
words. We neither intend to add any thing at all to what was 
formerly defined, nor to-take away any thing :. nor can we, by 
any means ao it, Re . 
In theſe two Councils .Pope Honorius was condem- 
ned as an Heretick : which I mention only for this rea-, 
ſon ; that the ground of his condemnation was, becauſe. 
he had conſented to the defiling of the. andefiled Rule 
of Apoſtolical Tradition, viz. the Creed. They are 
the words of Pope Leo the ſecond ; who receiving the 


- AQts of the ſixth Synod, which were tranſmitted to him, 
| anathe- 
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anathematized Honorins , becauſe he had wot adorned 
that Apoſtolical C hurch , with the Dodrine of Apoſtoli- 


cal Tradition. | 

In the next Age (which was the VIIIh after Chriſt) 
the ſecond Council at Nice, which ſet up the wor- 
ſhip of Images, paſt the ſame condemnation upon 
him : and making mention of the fix (/) foregoing 
Councils, they confirm and eſtabliſh all that had been deli- 
wered from the beginning : only they fraudulently add, 
to bring in their Image worſhip, whether written or un- 
written, Which made the firſt alteration in the Do- 
Arine of the Church : all the foregoing Councils, ha- 
ving derived their Faith, wholly trom the Scriptures. 
As the following Council at Fraxkfort did, where as the 
worſhipping of Images was condemned ; ſo the Holy 
Scriptures were highly extolled, 1n words which ſignifi 
ed they thought them their only ſafe Dire&tors, The 
thirtieth Chapter of the ſecond Book of the Capirulare of - 
Charles.the Great, abounds with ſuch expreſſions as theſe, 
the Scripture is a Treaſure that wants no good, but is re« 
dundant in all that Good is. And inthe beginning of the 
Third Book, he and the Fathers there aflembled, give 
an account of their Faith, in a Creed, which they inti- 
tule,, 4 Confeſſion of the Catholique Faith, which we have 
received from the Holy Fathers, which we hold and believe 
with a pure heart. It 1s that in S. Fherom's Works, in- 
ſcribed, Symboli explanatio ad Damaſum T. which they 
thus ſubſcribe, This is the true integrity of the C atholique 
tradition of Faith, which we believe aud confeſs with 4 ſon- 
cere heart, &c. This is the true Faith, this confeſſion we 
preſerve and hold: which whoſoever keeps whole and unde- 
filed, he ſhall bave everlaſting Salvation. 
— Thus far therefore, they were -not got beyond the 
firſt Creed, of which this is the explanation. Nor was 
John Damaſcen himſelf advanced any further ; but con- 
hned 
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fined his belicf to what is contained in the Law and the 
Prophets, Apoſtles and Evangelifts, 5/&v apwrips rimwy 6 


(Tu Tas (t), [eeking for not hins: beyond theſe. c For lince (t)L. 'N Or. 


* God 1s good, and envies-no body, he concludes that he 
* hath revealed there all that-is profitable for us, and con- 
© cealed only thoſe things we are not able to bear. And 
© therefore /et #s love, laith- he, theſe things, let us abide 
© i them : not removing the Eternal Bonndarics, nor going 
© beyond the Divine T raditien. + | | 

Which they ſeem to have preſerved, without exccc- 
ding the ancient limits, in the beginning of the Ninth 


Age. For in a Council at Merntz (x), care is taken for Q _ 3. 
an, . 


teaching the People the Creed, ( which they call /iznacu- 
lum fidei, the ſeal of Faith ) and the Lords Prayer ; for 
which end they are required to ſend .their Children to 
School, or tothe Monaftertes, or their Pariſh Prieſts, that 
they might rightly. lears the Catholique Faith and the 
Lords Prayer. | <= i. FI = 
Hitherto therefore the Catholique Faith was contain- 
ed in the common Creed, which had been from the be- 
ginning. But towards the latter end of that Age, the 


Council of (x) Conſtantinople (which the Roman Church () 4». 859. 
calls the the VIII® General Council ) began to talk of # <= 


the Regule Pairum, the Rules of the Fathers ( in ſtead 
of the ancient word Regula fidei, the Rule of Faith, 
which is the Apoſtles Creed ) and called them the Se- 
condary Oracles. And therefore profefſed not only to 
hold all that the Catholique Charch received from the A- 
poſtles, and the General Councils : but from any Father or 
great Door in the Church. Which was the ready way 
to change the Faith of the Church ; and to turn par- 
ticular Mens Opinions, into matter of common belief : 
--. o no new Article was as yet put into the ancient 
Creed. p 
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The two next Ages are acknowledged to be ſo bar- 
barous, by the Writers of the Roman Church, that 
they are aſhamed of them : and in ſome Collections they 
have made of the Councils, there is not ſo much as one 
mentioned in the Texth Age. 

And 1n the following, there were {o many frivolous 
things debated, and ſuch Corruptions. crept into the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, that they run on very taſt, to the 
introducing a new Creed into the Church. | 

Yet this is remarkable, that in the time of Thomas Agqui- 
745, Who flouriſhed inthe XIII® Century, the Scripture 
ſtill continued the only Rule of Faith ; and the Apoſtles 
Creed, a ſufficient ſummary of the Faith. therein contain- 
ed. For in the reſolution of this doubt, Why ſhould 
Articles of Faith be put in the Creed, ſince the Scrip- 
ture zs the Rule of Faith, to which it is not lawfull ta 
add, or fremit to ſubſtraft ; his Anwer is( y), that the Truth 
of Faith is diffuſely, and after divers manners, and ſome- 
times obſcurely contained in Scripture : ſo that long 
ſtudy and exerciſe is required to t:nd out the truth of 
Faith there, which they that have abundance of buſi- 
neſs, have not leiſure to uſe. And rherefore it was 
neceſſary. that out of the ſentences of Holy Scripture, 
ſomethins manifeſt and clear ſhould be ſunamarily gathe- 
red, which ſhould be propounded unto all to be believed : 
IWkhich truly is not added to the Holy Scripture, but ras 
ther taken out of the Holy Scripture. 

And reſolving next of all, that doubt, There is one 
Faith (as the Apoltle faith IV. Epheſ.) but many Creeds, 
his anſwer is (z), that 7m all the Creeds the ſame truth 
of Faith is taught. But it was neceſſary the people ſhould 
there be inſtrutted more diligently in the truth of Faith, 
where errors ſprung up, left the Faith of the ſimple ſhould 
le corrupted by Hereticks. And this was the Canuſe why 
it was necdful ts ſet forth more Creeds : which differ in 
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#0 other thing but this ; that thoſe things are explained 
more fully in one, which are contained implicitly in an- 
other. 
_ To the fame purpoſe, many 'other of that fort of 
Writers declare their ſenſe, in the following Ages. 
And this alſo is worthy of great remark, that no 
longer ago, than at the Council of Florence begun: 438 
( which the Greeks call the V-IITh General Council ) 
the Authority of the above-named Fpheſize Canon, about 
holding to the Nicene Creed, was preſſed with great 
earneſ{tneſs by the Greeks, upon the Latins there al- 
ſembled. For they ſaid it was by no means lawful to 
add wile Walls, wile aitiv, wile rue (7), not ſo much 4s SEX: 
ſyllable, nor 4 phraſe, nor a word : and laid fuch a weight p. 162. 
upon it, as to affirm, No man will accuſe that Faith of 
imperfection, unleſs he be mad, * And they likewile * 1b. p. 163. 
backt ic with a paſſage in a Letter of *Pope Celeſtine 
to Neſtorius Þ, where he faith, who is not to be' judged? Th, p.167. 
worthy of an Anathema, that either adds, or takes away ? 
X 30 u mnigts 11 muggd:dri ou agg fs emogtauy, v6 axgdixlw, ww: weway 
dmuri, For that Faith which was delivered by the Apoſtles, 
' requires neither addition, nor diminution. 
Unto which:the' Roman Biſhops had nothing to re- 
ply,-' but that 'the Canon did nor forbid azother expo-* 
ſition TV uparey Th dahyItid, conſonant to the Truth in that 
Creed; but only Mapogzr » ivarnemre any thing that was h, y, 151, 
different, or contrary to it. Both theſe they acknowledge 
to be prohibited, 1n .thoſe words [ No man ſhall bring' 
in axother Faith than that at Nice ] Jnovin @yarriav, 
payulyln, i Nagiprar, 3 dvoraay, i Eulw ant aand9s mar , 
that is, contrary, or oppoſite . or different, or diverſe, or 
ſtrange from the true Faith. Where it is remarkable, a 
different, another. Faith, 15s acknowledged to be forbid- 
den, as well as a contrary. Nay, they . acknowledge' 
that none but a Es could make {o much 
2 as 
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as inter ixnny awother explication of the Articles of that 
Creed, though -not different from it. 

In the Creed of the Apoſtles that is, there are forme 
things contained implicitely (as Thomas Aquinas you 
heard ſpeaks) and being virtually there, either in the 
Letter or the ſence, may be drawn from thence by evi- 
dent -conſequence ( ſuch as the Deity of Chriſt, his two 
Natures, the Catholique Charch, which was included in 
thoſe words .1 believe the holy Church, as this Article 
15. expreſt in the old Roman Creed, and the like) and 


yet ſuch an explication, theſe Fathers confeſſed, could 


by no Man, no aſſembly of Men, leſs than an Oecume- 
ical Council, be lawfully made and impoſed upon the 
Cliurch. For which they quote Aquiras (whom Þ they 
calls &:&- @xuzs) that there never was ardvtrs nd plow 
an explication of ithe Creed, but in an Oecumenical Council, 
and he ſpeaks of any Creed whatſoever, which was common 
ix the Church. - 
And therefore .in concluſion 'they abſolutely deny that 
the Latire Church had added any thing to the Creed. 
© For the Niceze, and the Conſtantinopolitan Creed are 
© both one : So that the one being read, the other is un- 
* derftood : For thoagh they differ in words, they agree 
© in ſenſe and in truth. And the like they afirm of all 
© other Creeds : and thereby anſwer the -objettion that 
© they had added a word to the Creed, about the pro- 
© ceſlion of the Holy Ghoſt, from the Father, «ud the 
« Son : which is true, .they confefled, with reſpect to 
© the words, but not with reſpect to the ſenſe. For {till 
© the Creed remains # x nwny, & x Nagiper mts phune * one 
6 and the ſame ; though it differ in the words, And there- 
© fore it follows it was mot properly an addition, but one and 
« the ſame thing, " + mwoniles invors, or the expoſition of. 
©: he wery ſelf [ame thing, ; | 
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All which I have ſet down thus largely, to ſhow that 


thus far therefore, all things continued as they had done 
from the beginning : that 1s, notwithſtanding the new 
Opinions there were in the Church ; there was no nexy 
Creed made, no new Article added to the Creed ; no- 
thing, but what had been fo at the firſt, made neceffary 
to Salvation. | 

Which. is the laſt thing I obſerve, that till the con- 
cluſion of the Council of Trex, that is, tifl a little more 
than an hundred years ago; there were no other Creeds, 
but thoſe which we confeſs and believe in this Church : 
which are the Apoſtles Creed expounded, not inlarged by 
any new Articles, But then indeed, Pope Pzzs IV. in 
purſuance of the Councils Order, framed another Con- 
teffion of Faith, conſiſting of no leſs than XII. new Ar- 
ticles, added to the old : never heard of inany Creed, 
throughout the whole Church, - till this time. And it 
muſt be called and eſteemed a New Faith : and it makes 
that to be a New Chnrch; which fallly calls it ſelf the 
Ancient Catholiqze Apoſitolique Church of Chriſt. For 
x is none of theſe, neither Ancient, nor Catholique, nor 
Apoftolique : but New, Roman, Tridentine Church ; deri- 
ved I mean from the Roman Biſhops at Trexr. 

' It: will be fit I think to ſet down this New Creed; 
that the Reader may compare it, with thoſe I have 
ſhown were hitherto the intire Faith of the Catholique 
Church. Ir may be found in ſeveral of our Writers ; 
but I wiſh it were in every bodies hand, and therefore: 
take the pains to tranſcribe it, for the benefit of thoſe 
into whole hands this Book ſhall come. 
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N. Believe and profeſs with a firm Faith, all and every 
þ thing, contained in the Symbel of Faith, which 'he hotly 
Roman Church uſes, viz. I believe in one God the Father 
Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth, &c. to the end of 
that we call the NVicexe Creed. After which immediate- 
ly follow the New Articles, in theſe words: — 

The Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and the reſt 
of the Ol ſervations and Conſtitutions of the ſame Church, 
1 moſt firmly admit and embrace. 

1 alſo admit ( or receive) the H:ly Scripture according 
to that ſenſe, which the holy Mother Church ( to whoms it 
belongs to judge of the true ſenſe ) hath held and aoth 
hold : nor will I ever underſtana and interpret it, other- 
w_- than according to the unanimous conſent of the Fa- 
FRers. 

T profeſs alſo that there are truly and properly, Seven 
Sacraments of the New Law, inſtituted by fs Chriſt, our 
Lord; and neceſſary to the Salvation of mankind, though 
not all of them neceſſary to every Man, viz, Baptiſm, Con- 
firmation, the Euchariſt, Pennance , Extreme Undtion, Cr- 


ders, and Matrimony : and that they confer grace ; and that, 


of theſe, Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Orders cannot be re- 
peated without Sacrileape. 

T likewiſe receive and admit, all the received and appro- 
wed Rites of the Catholique Church, in the folemn Admint- 
ſtration of all the prong, 27 Sacraments. 

All and every thing, which was defined and declared about 
Original ſia, and Juſtification, by the moſt holy Council of 
Trent, I embrace and receive. 

I profeſs likewiſe, that in the Maſs is offered to God a 
true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice for the quick and 
acad : and that in the moſt Holy Sacrament of the Eucha- 
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riſt- there is truly, really, and ſabſtantially the Body and 
Blood, together with-the Soul, and Divinity of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt: and that there is a converſion made of the 
whole ſubſtance of Bread into his Body, and of the whole 
ſubtance of Wine, into his Blood ; which converſion the Ca- 
tholique Church cats 'TR ANSUBSTANTIATION. 

T confeſs alſo, that under either kind ( or ſpecies ) only, 
whole and intire Chriſt, and the true Sacrament is received, 

Þ conſtanly hold there is a Purgatory; and that the Souls 
there detained, are helpt by the ſafraces of the faithful. 

As alſo that the Saints who Reign together with Chriſt, are 
to be worſhipped and invocated; and that they offer Prayers 
to God for us : and that their Reliques are to be venerated. 

IT moſt firmly aſſert, that the Images of Chriſt, and the 
Mother of God, the always-Virgin, as alſo of other Saints 
are to be had and retained : and due honour and veneration 
to be beſtowed on them. 

1 affirm alſo, that the power of Indulgences was left by 
Chriſt in his Church, and that their uſe is moſt wholeſom to 
Chriſtian People. | 

1 ackwowleage the holy Catholique, and Apoſtolique Ro- 


man Church to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches + 


and I promiſe and ſwear true Obedience, to the Biſhop of 
Rome, Svwcceſſor of $. Peter the Prince of Apoſtles, and 
Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. 

All the reſt alſo, delivered, defined and declared by the 


ſacred Canons, and Ocecumenical Councils, eſpecially by the 


moſt holy Synod of Trent, I receive and profeſs without 
doubt : and likewiſe all things contrary, and. whatſoever Hes- 
refies condemned, rejetted and anathematized by the Church; 
I in like manner condemn, rejeft and Anathematize. 

This true. Catholique Faith, without which no Man caw 
be ſaved, which at preſent I freely profeſs, and truly hold, I 


will moſt conſtantly retain and confeſs intire and inviolable 


( by God's help ) to my laſt breath : and take care, as much 


as 
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as lies in me, that it be held, taught, aud preached by my 
Subjeits, or thoſe, whaſe care belongs to me in my Office. 

1 the aforeſaid N. Promiſe, Vow and Swear : So help me 
God, and theſe holy Goſpels. | 


This Bu/l ( as they call it ) bears date on the Ides. of 
November, 1564. and concludes in the uſual manner, 
with threats of the indignation of God, and of his bleſſed 
Apoſtles S. Peter and Paul, againſt all that ſhall infringe - 
or oppoſe it. | 

And every Reader, I ſuppoſe, diſcerns that this is not 
meerly a confeſſion of Faith, but likewiſe a ſolemn Oath. 
And 1o the Title of it bears, A Bull concerning a form of 
an Oath of profoion of Faith. Which Oath all Ecckeſt- 
aſtical Perſons, whether Secular, or Regular, as they di- 
{tinguiſh them, and all M:/;tary Orders are bound to 
take. | 
And it is ascafie to obſerve, that this is perfectly New, 
both as an Oath, and as a profeſſion of Faith. Never was 
there any ſuch Creed impoſed before, or to much as fra- 
med ; much leſs tyed upon Men by an Oath. For when 


_ theſe Fathers met at Trex, and were to make a profeſs 
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ſion of Faith, by rehearſing the Crecd which the Roman 
Church nſes (a), ({othe words are) they could find none 
to profeſs, but the Nrcexe Creed; no larger Creed was 
in uſe; no not there, in the Roar Church : but theſe 
very Men who afterward turned New Creed-makers, were 
forced to be content-with that. 

And therefore this ew Prof«/fon, is moſt: impudently 
pretended to be-the zrue Catholique Faith : being in no 
{enſe Catholique, neither as to place, nor time. For it 
was no where uſed, till they made it, no not there; nor 
5 now every where believed; arid was not at all be- 
teved, in any Church, for above 1500 Years ; nor now 
aicd 11 that Church it ſelf, when they admit Members 
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into the Catholique Church, by Baptiſm : but they are 
put into aftate of Salvation, by believing, as before, the 


old Niceze Creed alone. 
Which is a dire&t contradidion to their new Creed, 


which they make zeceſſary ts Salvation : but can never 


ſhow to be contained zmplicitely in the old. Por it is 
as impoſlible to draw Water out of a Pumice, as to ex- 
traft out of the Apoſtles.Creed, the Pofrine of Trar- 
ſubſtantiation, W, lain of Images, Seven $ acrameets, 
the Traditions and other Conſtitutions uled in the Roman 
Church, Which was never ſo much as thought to be 
the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches ; or to have power 
to-impoſe new. Articles upon the whole Church : eſpe- 
cially ſuch large ones, as take in all the definitions af that 
Council of Trext ; which they themſelves are not agreed 


to this day, how to expound. 


Nor had that Synod, if theſe Articles could have been 


ſhown to -be contained in the old Creed, any power to 
explain it, and declare them:( according to what they 
confeſſed at the Floreatize Council) being far froma Gene- 
ral Council ; no, not of theſe Wefters parts of the World. 
And clearly ſhowed it ſelf to be but a faCtious Party 
in the Church , by that very Explication which the 
made of this Article, the holy.Catholique Church : which 
they thus expound, the holy Catholique, Apoſtoligue Roman 
Church, the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches.. For it 
is certain the Apoſtles could.not intend the Romany Church 
ſhould be comprehended under the Catholique Church, 


any more than every other 'Church, which was then, or 


ſhould be hereafter ; becauſe it was not 1n being: there 
was -no Roman Church at all, when notwithſtanding, 


the Church was Carholique. : 
And hereby Salvation is impiouſly confined to the.Ro- 


man Church alone, +by making the Carholigue Church 


of no larger extent than that. | 
G And 
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And this againſt the reſolution of their greateſt Do- 
Qors, who think jt no matter of Faith, to be perſwaded - 
that the Apoſtolique See is fixed to Rome. Which Bellar- 
mine (b) proves from hence, becaule neither Scripture nor 
Tradition affirm it. Nay, if Chriit had bidden Peter 


| to place his See at Rome, he doth not think it would fol- 


low, that he placed it there immoveably. And there- 
fore no Man, according to their own: ſenſe, is bound to 
believe the Apoſtolical Church cannot be ſeparated from 
the Roman; which if it ſhould happen, and the Apoſto- 
lick See be removed, ſuppoſe to Pars ; the Creed muſt 
be altered again, and it muſt run thus: 7 believe the holy. 
Catholique and Apoſtolique Pariſian Church, the Motaer 
and Miſtreſs of all Churches. | | 

In which latter part of the Expoſition to. this Article, 
they force Men to {wear to a downright falſhood. For 
if:'the Romany Church be the Mother. of all Churches, 
ſhe muſt be the Mother of her Grand-mother,the Church 
of Jeruſalem. And it is notruer thar- ſhe is the Miſtreſs 
of all Churches: For all Churches were not taught 
= Faith by her ; nor do they own. her Authority. over 
nem. 

But it is time to draw to an end-of this matter. 

We in this: Church of Exglazd, have always profeſſed 
and preſerved. a true reverence to the IV. firit. General 
Councils. One, or rather two, of: which hath forbidden 
under the greateſt penalties, any. Man to produce, or 
compoſe, or offer, any other Faith, beſides that eſtabliſhed 


() £-1-2ip. by the Fathers at Nice.: which Theodoret (c) in. innu- 


Fieclel. © 1. 
= 3s £- do 
1. IV. © 2. 


merable places. calls "Ez2:as the Expoſition of Faith, and 
mg exre2ri ox, the Faith expounded, the Apoſtolical Faith 
explained. 

And therefore, even for this reafon atone, we cannot 
receive the Creed of this Council at Trext, which is 
maniteſtly azother Faith ; added to the Confeſſion of the 

Nicene 


airy: along es < - vagb.,; s. <, 


The Pillar pay Ground of Truth, 


Greeks at Florence ſaid) to think inſufficient. For it is 


to think they were all damned for 1500 Years and more, 


who knew nothing beyond this, neceſſary to be believed : 
which no Man 1n his wits can believe. 

For it 1s contrary to the very Faith it ſelf ; which 
teaches us, as Tertullian ſpeaks, to believe this in the firſt 
place, that there is nothing to be telieved beyond this. And 
we believe ſo, with the greateſt reaſon, becauſe to ad- 
mit any other Articles of Faith,is to make endleſs Schiſms 
in the Church; as to believe contrary Articles, is to fall 
into dangerous Hereſies. We know not where to ſtay, 
if we reſt not here : for by the ſame Authority , that 
made theſe, more additions may be made continually, 
without end. | 

There is therefore no ſuch Authority in the Church, 
that can do this : but that Church which pretends to 
it, hath thereby forfeited the Authority, which otlfer- 
wiſe it might have had. As the Church of Rome hath 
done: which in the concluſion of that Council, con- 
tradicted what it aſſerted in the beginning. For there, 


Nicene Creed : which old Creed, it is madneſs (as the - 


in its entrance, as I obſerved (4), they thinking it ne- (4) 5:9. m7. 


ceſſary , according to the example of the Fathers, to 
make, in the very firſt place, a confeſſion of their Faith; 
and pretending to arm themſelves thereby, as with a 
Shield, againſt all Hereſies, they repeat the Creed, quo 
Santa Romana Eccleſia ntitur, which the holy Roman 
Church uſeth , as. that Principle in which all that pro> 
feſs the Faith of Chriſt, neceſſarily agree; and the firm 
axd ONELY Foundation, againſt which the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail. And they think fit to expreſs it zoti- 
dem werbis,in {0 many words, as it is read in all Churches : 
And then they ſay , the Nicenre Creed, and. not one 
word more. | | 
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Which is a plain Confeſſion, tHat this was the Faith 
of all Chriſtians, and no more, till that time; that it was 
the Only firm Foundation; that which was read in all 
Charches; in which all apree ; the Shield againſt all Hes 
reſies ; the whole Faith then «ſed iz the Roman Church. 


And therefore with what Conſcience could they make 


ſuch a diviſion, and miſerable deſtruction, in the Chri- 
ſtian World, as they have done; by a vaſt number of 
new Articles, in which all Chriſtians neither do, nor 


can agree; and which were not to be found in their | 


own Creed before ? 
No reaſon can be given of this, but the immenſe am- 
bition of that Church, to give Law to all oghers. Un- 


to which we cannot with a good 'Conſcience ſubmit :: 


eſpecially when they impoſe ſuch a heavy Yoke, as this 
belief. Which is the true Makebate between them and 
us; the manifeſt cauſe of that fearful Schiſm , which 


they, not we, have made, by altering the true Catho- 


lique Faith, and Church, and Communion into a Ro- 
Man. | 


This. is the true. diſtinQtion between them and us.. 


We are Catholiques; they are Romans. We believe the 
Catholique Faith of all Chriſtians ; they ( as diſtinguiſht 
from us ) believe the Romaz Faith, which none believe 
but themſelves. We believe that which hath been ever 
believed ; they believe that which was zever believed, 
till yeſterday, in comparifon with the Ancient Faith. 
Ours 'is the belief of the whole Body of Chriſtian Peo- 
ple ; theirs the belief of a Sect. 


For the Truth 1 have ſhown, which ought to be ſup- 


ported in the Church, in nothing elſe but. thoſe uxcon- 


troverted myſteries of godlineſs, contained in the Apoſtles 
Creed :: which T have proved to be'the o»ly Catholique 


Do#trines, embraced by all Churches whatſoever. They 
being not the DoQrines of a SeCt meerly, but in which 


We, 
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we, the Romar, - the Greek, the Erhiopian, \ the Syrian, 
and all other Chriſtians are perfetly agreed: Ue3 
--Fhere are particular Men, and ſome ſmall companies 
of them, here and there, who underſtand ſome tew of - 
theſe Doctrines otherwiſe than 'they- ought ; "but there 
is no national Church, of any Country, but entertains 
all theſe intirely and ſincerly, as they have been expound- 
ed from the beginning, according to -the Nicene (Creed 
( which by the way, is the only Creed the: A4baf/izes 
have, -that Creed called the Apoſtles, being not found 
among them (e)) and thereby arg members of Chriſt's (-) ogy” 1 
Body, though they do not believe other Doctrines ; ME 
which are only boldly called: Carholique, by the Roman 1wn. 20. 
Church, but 'are not truly fo - but only particular Do- 

Arines of their- own. Church in which the Catholique 
Faith and Churchis not concerned. - As they themſelves 
_ confeſs, 'by admitting perſons into the Carholique Church 
( which I noted before ) unto remiſſion of fins, andeerpv- 
nal life, without any other belief, but that which''we 
profeſs.. bp | 
Which makes us think that wemight more ſafely ſwear, 
they themſelves believe this to be ſufficient ;- than- they 


] ſwear, -as they do, --thit none - can-be- ſaved : without 
the new Faith, which they have added to the-ancient 
Creed. A | tr F 


I have been the larger in this /econd obſervation, be- 
-eauſe itis-of great moment for the ſ{etling -of our minds. 
in peace, - about right belief :- and this" being !ſetled;T 
may ſooner diſpatch thoſe that follow, - 3 1:11..3 


ITI. 
-. And thenett 18, that the therefore,- and theſe-aloge 


awe 'the fundamental" Trighs, upon which our Religion, 
"and the-very Church it [elf is-built.. = 
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By fundamental Truths or Dottrines, we mean ſuch 
Catholique principles, as are neceſſarily to be diſtinQly 
believed by every Chriſtian ; whereby they being built 


' . as 1t were, upon them, become a Church. 


Suclr truths no doubr there are ; for the Church be- 


41ng called here the Houſe of God, muſt have a Founda- 


tion. Which Foundation 1s either Perſozal or Dot#ri- 
nal. The perſonal foundation is Chriſt, the chief Cor- 
ner-{tone, and the Apoſtles arfd, Prophets, as Miniſters 
of his, who laid this foundation. Epheſ. TI. 20. The 
Dottrinal are thoſe grand Truths, taught by them ; 
which make up our Faith in Chriſt. That Common 


' Faith, as it is called Titus 1. 4. that Faith, which is a/zte 


precious, in all 2 Pet. 1. 1. the firſt principles of the Oracles 


.of God, Heb: V. 12. (or as it 15 literally in the Greek, 


the Elements of the beginning of the Oracles of God) the 


principles of the Doitrine of Chriſt, or the word. of the 
beginning of Chriſt, Hebr. VI. 1. the form, or draught, 


the breviate or ſummary (as it may be tranſlated ) of 
ſound words or doftrines, 2 Tim. I. 13. the Faith 
once, Or at once delivered to the Saints, | Jude 3. and 
particularly committed to the truft (1 Tim. VI. 20.) 


.of thoſe who were to in{truct others, in the common Sal- 


wation. :) | | 

And what can thoſe truths be, but thoſe great Do- 
Arines contained in the Creed ; which, it appears from 
what I have ſaid, the Apoſtles left in all the Churches 
which they planted ? For we find theſe were in every 
Church, as [rexexs aſlures us ; and theſe altogether one, 
as Tertullian ſpeaks, and the immovable, unreformable 
Rule of Faith : and therefore may thence conclude, 


they were that mwzzrz:3% which S. Paul depoſited with 


Timothy 1. VIE. 20. that good, or that fair; moſt ex- 
celleat thing depoſited with him, 'or commended ( as an 
ancient Writer tranſlates it) to his truſt, to be,preſer- 
ved 
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vedby him :- the Creed, as Cyril * of Fbern/alem pithily 
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ſpeaks, being «raxpa>aiuns oilou@ F. araytainr Dyuimy > pari, 1549, 


. 4. brief ſumm of neceſſary Dottrines. | 

In ſome ſenſe, it is true, there is nothing revealed in 
Holy Scripture, but it may be called fundamental ; if we 
reſpect only the divine Authority, by which it comes 


unto us :. upon which account nothing there delivered 


may bedenyed; but ought to be believed, with all hiumi- 
lity, when the knowledge of it is offered to us. But if 
we reſpett the matter and moment of all things con- 
tained therein, we cannot but ſee there is a great diffe- 
rence ; and that the knowledge of every thmg. there is 
not equally neceſſary, but we may be truly pious though 
we. ſhould be ignorant of ſome of them. For whocan 


think, for inſtance, that it is of the ſame neceſſity, to 


be able to give an account of the Gerealogy. of 'our Sa- 
viour. ( mentioned I. Match. II. Luke) and .to be-- 
lieve that he is. the Sox of God, made fleſh. for our Sal. . 


vation ? | 

'Fhat foundation therefore which was laid in every 
Church. ( as. it wasat Corizth 1: III. 11.) were ſuc 
Poctrines concerning Jeſus Chrift, as every Chriſtian 
was bound tolearn, and aCtually believe : .in other points 
it ſufficed, if they had a pious preparation of-mind to 


learn and believe any thing revealed in the Scriptures, | 


when it was ſufficiently cleared to them. "OM 
Now theſe wo things, that there are ſuch fundames- 
zal truths, or firſt principles, and that they are no other 
than thoſe contained in the Creed ; . ought to be aſſerted 
and maintained for the honour and glory of God our 
Saviour : which is much concerned herein. For it.tends 
much to the glory of the Almighty lover of Souls, that 
it ſhould be believed he doth nor lay equall weight up- 


on all truths, nor made them alike necellary to be recei- - 


ved, for the obtaining his favour and grace : and thart it - 


ſhould . 
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ſhould be certainly known, and be without Controver- 
ſie and queſtion, what thoſe truths are, which he ex- 
p2Qs ſhould be received and heartily embraced, in or- 
der to our Salvation. For otherwiſe, the moſt of Chrj- 
ſtian people muſt neceſſarily periſh : who either are 
not capable of knowing more than theſe great things, 
or have not the means of knowing more', or not 
with any certainty : but muſt be content to reſt here. 
As well they may ; for why was the Creed called by 


- the name of the Symbolof Faith, but becauſe it was the 


mark, or ſign, which might ſerve to diſtinguiſh rue 
Chriſtians, who embraced it, from I»fide/s, or mivbe- 
levers, whodid not receive it, or were defective in it ? 
This is the true reaſon of the name of Sy»bolwhich 
is as much as reſſera & ſiznaculum, quo inter fideles & 


(#) Marimsperfid's ſecernitur (f), the token, mark, or badge, 


Taur, de Trad, 
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whereby the faithful were known and diftinouitht from the 
perfidions. And. therefore it comprehends briefly all the 
Fundamental points of Faith : elſe it could not be a di- 
ftintive note or charaer , ſufficient -to ſever right Be- 
lievers from Infidels, 'Hereticks, and Apoſtates. 

But fo it was, that they who owed this Creed, were 
owned for Chriſtians ; they who did not confeſs it, were 
rejected: for by a Man's anſwer to this,' who was exa- 
mined, he was diſcovered (juſt as a Soldier is by the 
Word) ſi hoſtis ſit, an ſocins (as both Tſidore, and Ruffinus 
before him ſpeaks ) wherher he were an Enemy, or a fellow 
Sonldier of Jeſns Chriſf. To this Tef alone every one 
was brought, by this touch-ſtone he-was tried, whether 
he were a Chriſtian of the right Stamp, or a falſe adul- 
t2tate coyn (as the Ancients ſpzak ) which is a demon- 
{tration that they lookt upon tis as a perfe&t ſummary of 
the Catnolique Faith : {aficzent of zt felf (as you heard 
Athaxaſins (g) peaks) for the overthrow of all impicty, 
ani for "the eftebliſument of piety ia Chriſt. Nay, this 
ſeole 
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ſenſe of the word Symbol; js owned by the Romay Ca- 
techiſm it ſelf, Cap. 1. Queſt. 3. Np 
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From whence it-nece(farily follows, that no man can 
juſtly be called a» Heretick, who heartily embraces , 
and ſtedfaftly holds to! this' Faith: -- - How ſhould+ he, 
when there is:no0 Catholiquepino' Fundaitatal' Article of 
Chriſtian Truth -but he rs perfiwaded/of-it; and profeſſes 
it? Nopart of that Creed, which is tlie Sie, the Mark, 
arid Note, as you -have heard, whereby Chriſtians arc 
approved, and diſcerned from misbelievers, - as well as 
unbelievers; which he. doubts of, <a doth” riot? ac- 
knowledge. : DOE . TITER ed Yah! es = [5 

'Ttis a very lamentable thing, that the imputation' of 
Hereſie -ſhould be ſo frequent'and familiar among Chri- 
ſtians ;--wport the account” of - different- Opdemns .only, 
which they ate' paſſionately in 'loverwithal; chough- no 
parts of the Catholique Faith, | 'They.of -vhe Church of 
Rome eſpecially areſd foully guilty of this, and fo ſtrange- 
ly fiery, that they not only account''us Hereticks ; but 
lbok upon'-us as little- better than Lfidels, nay feem'to 
have more kindneſSforJavs, which" they toterateamong 
them,- when'they will not \fuffet'u$:: . who: believe all:the 
Creeds that were known: in the Church, - for above x 500 
years. For they call themſelves Carholiques, in diltin- 
Qtion from us : whem they' willnotallow to be mem- 
bers 'of the 'Catholique-Church ; thouph we have a clear- 
er" title-to it*than themſelves: For I-huye ſhown that 
we unfeignedly believe whatſoever is truly Catholique, 
and reject -nothing but what is merely Rowan. 

We embrace-that formyf Feirhy which they themſelves 
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there might be no [chiſms among them, whom they had called 
to theunity of Faith : but they might. be perfettly joyned to-. 
gether in the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment. 

It 1; not our fault, then, that there is not this unity and 
perfect agreement ; for we ſtedfaſtly hold that which 
ſhould thus link us all together : but it is their fautr ; 
whe have forſaken this Apaltolical method, by. making, 
axot her form: af} Faith, , which: inftead of uniting}: hath 
broken- Chriſtians, all'in; pieces, ', For: we: cannot agree 
to thats, becauſe! 3t, doth 'not contain Catholique truths, 
which according to Yncentias his rule, have been held 
every where, always and by all : but are the Tenents only 
of a particular Church ; (which hath no .power. to lay 
any other -Foyndatigs , than-thati which was lopg ago. laid, 
in the truly Catholique Church. NES RE CIEIA 
_ Which Catho/zque Church we believe better than them- 
{clves, who appropriate the,name of Catholiques to their 
own» party; : andthereby. reſtrain the Catholique;Church, 
tg: thoſe of theiriopuron; | This::.certainly. wasithe He- 
relie of ths Danatyfts: ho eſteemed all other-Chriſtiars 
to be no better than Pagans (4) : and were reproved , 
by the true Catholtques,: juſt as we now. an{wer for our 
le]lves,m-fuch words as theſe, Dayoy call ane a,Pagan,after 
the profeſſor. of the Faith? Can be. be. a Pegan;who hath 
believed in the name of the Father, 'Sen, and; Holy Ghoſt 's 
For that is a ſhort Creed, which comprehends all-the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, as S. Hilary (k) dit 
courſes ; who not only calls this Forma fidei certa, the 
certain : form_of Faith: | but-(haying.-mentioned thoſe 
words, Go baptize them in the: Name of. the; Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ) asks this queition, 
what is there, that. is pot contained in that ſame Sa- 
Srament , of humage. Salvation ? or - mhat tis there, that 

fe ? Al. things are full and perfet?, 4s 
cotning front him that is. fill and perfe@t«.. And thus wood 
| | cludes 
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cludes all lns Books on that Subje&, with this Prayer (/). (2) L. XII. 
T beſeech thee, preſerve this undefiled Religion of my Faith, © "oy 
* and 2rant me this voyre of my Conſricice to the laſt breath : 
that what I profeſſed in the Symbol of. my Regeneration, 
| . being baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
f and of the Holy Ghoſt, I may always obtain, viz. I may 
. adore thee our Father, and thy Son, together with thee ; 
and do honour to thy Holy Spirit, who is of thee by thive 
only begotten. For he is a |, ficient witneſs to Faith, who [gid, 
Father, all mine are thine, and thine are mine,my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who remains in thee, and from thee, and with thee al- 
ways God: who is bleſſed for ever and ever. _. 
Which I the rather mention becaule it ſerves to illu- 
ſtrate the prudence and charity of S. A»ſtix' and: the re 
of the Chriſtian Biſhops of thoſe days, who though 
they looked upon the Dozatiſts as Hereticks {in deny- 
ing the Church to be Catholique by confining it to them- 
ſelves) yet diſtinguiſhed them from ſuch Hereticks, as 
erred in the prime, and moſt Fundamental truths of our 
Religion ; about the Divinity, and the Incarnation of 
our Chriſt and ſuch like. That is, they made a di.te- 
rence even in the Articles of ' Faith, and lookt upon 
ſome as more Fundamental than others : being of more 
importarſte, and of greater weight and moment ; and 
therefore judged more mildly of them, than they did 
of ſuch, as denyed the Holy Trinity ; or held any Do- 
ctrines which impeached the glory of the Father, or 
of the Son, or of the Holy Ghoſt. And therefore they 
{till called theſe Dozaziſts, Brethren ; they pitied them as 
Men ſeduced by their Guides, and profeſſed ſincere love 
and affection to them, whether they accepted it or no. 
Though ſuch was the peeviſhneſs of that Sect, that they 
abuſed this charity of good Catholique Chriſtians ro- 
wards them ; juſtas they of the Church of Rowe do our 
charity now. For from thence they took. occalion tg 
H 2 argue 
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the Body of Chriſt. And who they are that. do thus, 
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argue that they were in the right, even by the Conceſ- 
ſions of their Adverſaries ;-. which juſtified both them 
and their heretical. Schiſm. For yoa, {aid they, (»») car 
find no. faults in our baptiſm, nor conſequently ia our Faith, 
intowhich we baptize ; for if you could, you would baptize thoſe 
over again who come from us to you, as we baptize thoſe again 
who come from youtsus. Which is as much as to ſay, you 
allow there is a Church and Salvation among us, but we- 
allow no Church, no Salvation among you ; therefore it 
is ſafeſt for all tojoyn with us, not with you. | 
Which is the very Charm whereby they of the Church 

of Rome endeavour now to work upon the ſpirits of ſimple 
people among us : though no wiſer, than this argument of 
a company of mad men would be if they had ſo much 

cunningremaining as to ſay to us,we deny you tobe Men,. 
but you allow us. ro be Men, therefore we are fit. for all 

Mens ſociety, not you, who are but a herd of Beaſts. And 

what S. Auſtin anſwers to the Donatifts, 1s a full anſwer: 
to the preſent Romaniſts ; which is this in ſhort (z) (for 

it is beſides my buſineſs, to do more than mention theſe 

things) when we ſpeak favonrably of you, it is for the ſake- 
of What you have of ours, wot for what you have of your 

own : let that which you have of ours be ſet aſide, and we- 
approve of nothing at all among you. - 

But I will not turther enlarge upon this, nor ſay much: 

of the next : which is very plain. 


V. 


They therefore, who condemn thoſe as. Hereticks, . 
who Excommunicate them and pronounce Anathema's. - 
againſt them, that believe the whole Catholique Faith ; 
are the great difturbers of the Chriſtian World, and ' 
the true cauſe of the Diviſions and: breaches that are 1n 
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is Viſible to eyery eye: the Church of Rome having 
thought fit not to reft ſatisfied, with the ſimplicity of 
thoſe often mentioned Catholique fundamental Truths, 
which are without Controverſie and unqueſtionable ; 
but, as if that Faith which the old Chriſtians thought 
compleat, they take to be defective, have adjoyned as 
many more z'w Articles, to the old body : and that 
under the pain of damnation, if we do not believe 
them. . W , 

I have told You what they are, and if you look them 
over again, yoll will find that upon thoſe have all the 
Contelts riſen between us and- them. The neceſſary 
fundamental Truths, which conſtitute; the Church 
( which was built upon no other for many Ages) are 
on both ſides unqueſtioned : but becauſe we queltion,. 
or rather deny thoſe which they would impoſe, which 
we are certain are no part of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
they call us Hereticks. That is, becauſe we will nor 
yield Obedience to their uſurpt authority ; becauſe 
we cannot believe their new inventions, to be Catho- 
lique, and. fundamental DoQrines. Here 1s the true 
reaſon of all the miſerable ruptures that are in this part 
of the World : nay, this is the juſt grievance and com- 
plaint of all Chriſtiafis ( who know. any thing of theſe. 
matters) but themſelves alone... / 


VL. 


And their guilt is herein the greater, becauſe the beſt - 
learned among themſelves have confeſſed theſe Adai- 
tions to the Creed, to be doubtful opinions; unneceſ- 
ſary and ſuperfluous DoCtrines ; Novelties unknown to 
the ancient Church. Concerning every one of which 
( three things ) our Authors :have given the cleareſt 
evidence. | 
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1. The firſt of them (the doubrfulneſs of thoſe Do- 


ctrines) appears in this, that there is not only variety, 
but coz!rariety of judgment about them, in their own 
Church: which argues plainly great perplexity and 
uncertainty. Of which there needs no other proof 
(as PoQor Potter (o) obſerves) but the famous Books 
of Bellarmize ; who inthe entrance upon every Quelſti- 
on there ſtated, gives an account of the Contentions 
and Contradictions of thoſe, who IfAve- written' up- 
on it among themſelves. And at thfs day they are 
not better agreed in the Explication of® ſeveral Points 


See the late IN difference between us: particularly about the Wor- 


Aniwer to rhe 


Biſhop of 


Afaiix's EX- 


poſition of 
Faith, 


(p) Pref.t, 
SA. 12, 


ſhip given to Images, and the Invocation of Saints; 
which ſome of their greateſt Doctors, mollifie and 
{weeten (as they do other . points) into downright 
Hereſie, as ſuch Explications are accounted by 0- 
thers. | 

2, The very ſame may beclearly ſhewn out of their 
own Authors, and hath been demonſtrated by our 
Divines concerning the Secoxd thing, that thoſe Do- 
Etrines are ot peceſſary, but ſuperfluous. For the Ro- 


man Catechiſm (p) it lelf having obſerved that their 


Anceſtors had moſt wiſely diſtributed all that belongs 
to ſaving Dottrine, into theſe fortr heads. ( for the help 


of the Peoples underſtanding and memory ) the Apo- . 


ſtles Creed, the Sacraments, the Decalozue and. the 
Lord's Prayer ; immediately confeſs, concerning the firſt, 
that all things which are to be held by the Diſcipline of 
the Chriſtian Faith , whether they have reſpett to. the 
knowledze of Cod, or to the Creation and povernment of 
the World, or to the redemption of Mankind, or belong 
to the rewards of the good, and the puniſhments of the 
bad, are containedin the Doftrine of the Creed. From 
whence this: queſtion naturally arifes, how come 1o 


' many new Articles to be made neceſſary , if all things 


belong- 
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belonging to the Chriſtian Faith be contained in: 

the Apoſtles Creed? I can ſee no reaſon for it, but 

only to maintain the grandeur of the Roman Church : 

for there. is no more ſimply neceſſary: for all. to be be- 

lieved ( as Bellarmine himſelf confeſſes (9) ) but the (4) 7. 1v. 
Articles of that Creed ; an1 therefore the reſt are #2 Pi, c. 
ſuperfluous, and ought to be diſcarded, as not {o necd- _ 

ful -but 'that Men may be faved without them. 

: 3,. And for the Third, that they are mere Novel- 

ties unknown to thoſe in old time, there are the like 
confeſſions of ingenuous Men amongft them. Aincas. 
Sylvius. afterward Pope Pius II. confeſſes, (x) that be-(5)*1i8.288. 
fore the: time of the Council of Nice, little regard 

was had to. the Roman Church. Which is a plain con- 
tradition to- Pope [Pius the fourth's Article of New «< 


Belief, that ſhe is the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches : 


for none-can. doubt but they underſtood their duty in 

thoſe days;:and praCtifed ir allo, to their Betters, eſpe- 

cially to a Parent.. , ©. | 

. The ſame may be ſaid of the DofFrine of Tran(ub- 
ſtantiation, which ſome School-men have ſaid not to be 

wery aucient : among which are Scotus and Gabriel Biel. (5) Dif. 
They.are the words of. Sarez, (s) unto whom many 79. 3- Dilp. 
other "teſtimonies may be added of the DoQors of that,” 
Church :: particularly 4/phonſus a Caftro, who faith 

the ancient Writers ſpake wery ſeldom | of Tranſubſftan-- 

tiation : he ſhould have ſaid, Not atall, for Caſſander 


honeſtly acknowledges it to be a Novelty. (7) - | (t) Seen late 
The like is acknowledged of the Sacrifice of the Loa Pe 


Meſs : which neither Thomas Aquinas nor (Zabriel Biel, gion, vy an 
long after him, believed to be proper, or propitiatory ; Auther of the 
but give the ſame account that we do, why the cele- Ronin pores, 


bration of this Sacrament is called a Sacrifice of Chriſt, 


wiz. becauſe the Images of things are called by the names 


of the thipgs which. they repreſent, (for which S, Auſtin is 
"CR quoted ) 
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quoted ) and becanſe by this Sacrament we are made pare 
takers of the benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion (u).. 
. "That Purgatory was for a good whik unkzown, and but 


lately. known to the whole Church, is confelled by. our. Ri-- 


ſhop Fiſher (x): who by the whole Church, means only 
the Latiz Church ; for in the ſame place he faith, zo this 
day it is not believed by the Greeks. The ſame he faith 
of Indulgences ; which began with Mens fears of Purg tory... 
The {ame I might obſerve of the Seven Sacraments 


and the reſt of their Articles ; but I will only obſerve the: 
contradiction to which they {wear in the very firlt new 


Article, wherein they declare that they embrace Apo/?o+ 
lical and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions : and yet conſent-at the 


fame time (by ſwearing to all that 1s decreed 'in the 


Council of Trext ) to adminiſter the Holy Communion 
but in one kind; which for a thouſand Years and more 
(in ſome places for 1300 Years ) was adminiſtred in 


both kinds every where, even in the Roman Church, by 
an undoubted Apoſtolical Tradition , and © Ecclefiaftical 


cuſtom and praitice : which continues 1n all other Churches 
to this day. ge 
Which obſervation evidently convinces them to be 
guilty of the molt tearful fin, in curfing and damning 
thoſe, who do not receive theſe Nover. Dottrines: tho 
they faithfully embrace all the DoEQrines of the truly 
Catholique Faith ; and had rather die than deny. any 
part thereof. - OS? 
But let us be of good comfort ; we are'ſafe enough, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Anathema's, which they thun- 
der ont againit us: For I have proved, that were theſe 
Dottrines true, as they are certainly falſe, which they 


preſs upon us; . yet we ſhould not be Hereticks, if we 


did not believe them ; and ſo not fall, upon this accouar, 
under the ſentence of damnation. Becauſe it is only the 
denial of the great and fundamental Truths, that can 

make 
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make us incur ſuch a danger: other Truths there are of 
which we may be ignorant, without danger of periſh- 
ing ; provided we ſtill hold the Foundation, and keep 
the Faith, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, with a life according 
£0 1t, 

They themſelves therefore knew that thele terrible 
Anathema's, are but bugbear words, winch they uſe to 
aifright Children withal : For they who can read what 
the wiſeſt -and beſt of them write, will find that they 
confeſs , theſe new Articles to be ſuperfluous; while 
they plainly ſay the Apoſtles Creed contains all things 
neceſſary to Salvation. 


Thus Gregory of Valentia *, The Articles of Faith * Tſrcouds 
contained in the Creed, are as it were the firſt Principles Rn Diſp 


Chriſtian Faith -— in which are comprized the ſumm of 
Ewvangelical Doftrine, which all are bound explicitely to be- 
lieve. -—— Thus the Fathers judge when they affirm this 
Creed was compoſed by 'the Apeſtles,that all might have a ſhort 
Summary of thoſe things which are to be believed, and are 
ſcatteredly contained in the Scriptures. Thus alſo writes 
Filiucius and a great many more: even the Trent Cate- 
chiſm it ſelf, as I have ſhown hefore. So that we have 
nothing to do ; but to hold faſt that which we have been 
taught from the beginning, and to make it the Rule of 
our Lives, as well as of our Faith. 

And that now, I muſt tell you, for a Concluſion of 
this part of my Diſcourſe, is the Grand Truth of all ; 
the main point of the Chriſtian belief: that the intenti- 
on of all Divize Truths, and of Faith it ſelf, is to make 
ws truly godly. They can do us no ſervice, if they do not 
produce this effect. | 

Whence it is that in this very Epiltle of S. Paul, he 
calls Chriitianity the Dofrine that is according unto god- 
lineſs, 1 Tim. V1. 3. and a little after, calls it godlineſs, 
v.6. Bu Godlineſs, that is the Chriſtian Religion, with 

| L contents 


$6 


The Pillar and Ground of Truth, 


contentment is great gain. And indeed we may well be 
contented, with the Chriſtian Faith and Hope, and think 
our ſelves happy in ſuch glorious expectations hereafter : 
nay look upon our ſelves, as exceeding great painers, 
whatſoever we loſe here upon this account, if we loſe 
not the hope of immortal lite. Go 

In the Epiſtle to Tis allo, in the very firſt Verſe, 
he calls it the truth which is after godlineſs : which is the 
very Truth, that is the ſubject oft my Diſcourſe; as ap- 
pears by what follows, when the Apoltle faith it is a 


myſtery of godlineſs. Not a cunning device to get Mo-. 


ny, to advance our worldly Grandeur and Pomp; much 
leſs a crafty Artyfice to excuſe 1s from living well, -or to 
palliate wickedneſs, and ſhow us a way, how to be ſa- 
ved though we live ungodly *( which 1s the great drift 
of too-many Doctrines, wherewith the World 1s trou- 
bled ) but. a wonderful contrivance of the. Wiſdom of 


Heaveh, 'e'tectually to root out all Impiety, to' plant all. 


manner of -Vertuae in 'our Hearts ;. and to take all kind 
of excuſe from us, if we do net become truly good. 


- Whence 1t 15 that the Apoltie deſcrides Chriitian Wo-. 


men, in- this Epiſtle t5 ,J7mothy IL. 10. by this Cha- 
rater, that they profeſs godlineſs. Let them be adorned, 
ſaith he, 4s berommes women profeſſing godlineſs, with good 
works. Not meerly profetting the 174th, or the Faith, 
but Godlizeſs; winch comprehcnds atl Chriſtian Ver- 
tue : though if he had laid, proteſſing the Truth, 
ir had been of the ſame import; becauſe that rrath, is 
Yodlinefs. | EY 

Hence all the Truths I have mentioned, are called 


Frdimental; not valy becauſe tie Churcn 1s built upon 


them, but becauſe they are the Foundation of all Chri- 
{tan practice, wiiich ought to be fuperſtructted upon 
them. And therefore let us neither b2 121orant of this; 
nor let our knowledge of it be empty and idle, without 
effect, That is, Firſt, 
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- Firſt, Let: us-not. be. ſo fooliſh as to-imagine we ſhall 
obtain Salvation meerly by being of. a righr Belief ; and 
holding the right Faith. Whick.is not an unneceſſary 
cancion ; for this ſeems to-be the very buſineſs of a great 
many Men in the World , toput Men in: hope of life 
eternal ; if they do but quit that, which they call He- 
relie, and embrace the Faith.they propound unto them : 


| though their hearts and hives remain ju(t as they were 


before, without any real amendment. This is certainly 
not a Myſtery of  Godlineſs, but the very Myſtery of Ini- 
gaity : not the Wiſdom -of God, but the Witchcraft of 
the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, to lead them ſecure- 
ly into deltruction. | | 

But we have nt thus learned Chriſt, as the ſame Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks elſewhere, ( IV. Epheſ. 20,21.) if ſo be we 
have heard, and have been taught by him, as the truth is 
in Teſus : that we put off, concerning the former converſas 
tion, the old ma, which is corrapt, according to' the deceit- 
ful luſts; and that we be renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, 
and put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteouſneſs, and holineſs off truth. Mark here what the 
Truth is, .as it is in Jeſus, ( that we may not be- deceived 
by OUg, OWN, Or others /z/#s.).that is, in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion? it is that wich: teaches us to abandon all wick- 
edneſs, and not to think of throwing a. covering over 
it to hide it, but to put it off : that which renews us in the 
very ſpirit of our minds; which makes us new Crea- 


tures; and really reftores' the Divine Image in us, in 


Rightouſnels and ſincere Holineſs, . -- 
Thus we have learned Chriſt, thus we are conſtantly 
taught, in this Church ; And therefore, | 
Secondly, If the 'Lruth hath not this effe&t upon us, in 
vain do we pride -Qur ſelves in the name of Orthodox belie- 
vers. Upon ſuch S.ohz hath paſſed this cenſure, 1 I, 6, If 
we {ay we have fellowſhip with _ and walk in darkneſs, we 
2 tye, 
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Lye, and do not the truth. Where you may obſerve, by 
the way, there is a doing of the truth expetted from us, 
and not meerly believing lt. | 

It was expetted from the very Heathen, proportiona- 
ble to what they knew : for they are accuſed by S. Paul 
upon this ſcore, that they held the Truth of God in unrighte- 
ouſneſs, T. Rom. 18. Some Truth they knew, and it 
taught them to do better than they did : and their not 
doing ſo, was their condemnation. And if natural 
Truth , taught them righteouſneſs of life, much more 
doth this Divine Revelation which God hath made in 
Chriſt Jeſus, inſtruct us therein: and it they were found 
guilty tor holding that Truth in unrighteouſneſs, much 
more {hall we be tound ſo tor holding, 1n the like wick- 
edneſs, theſe ſupernatural Truths ; which we know on- 
ly. by a ſpecial Grace of God; which hath revealed 
them unto us for this very purpoſe, to teach us, that de 
zying nngodlineſs and all worldly luſts, we ſbould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, 2 Tit. Il. 12. 

Which if we do not, mark the conſequence : either 
we ſhall not hold the Truth; or if we do, the Truth 
will not fave us, but only ſerve to condemn us. 

Sometimes by living ' wickedly Mea loſe the. very 
Truth, either in whole, or in part: as the Heathen, 
S. Paul there ſhows, did, I. Roms. 21, 22, 23. Read the 
words, and you will not wonder if the ſame ſad fate at- 
tend Mens Impicty now : which the "Truths of. the Go- 
{pel ſo direQly oppoſe ;. that if they cannot prevail with 
Men to leave their wickednels, -rheir wickedneſs will 
prevail with them to leave the Truth. 

This belief, for '1nſtance,. that Jeſus Chriſt, the Eter- 
nal Son of God, who died for us, and roſe again, will 
come to judge us ( which is the ſumm of Chriſtianity ) 
is {0 manitettly againſt: thoſe fins which Men commit 
againſt his Lays,. that, if they be perſwaded they ſhall 
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be judged according to his.Goſpel, it muſt needs- make 
them very uneaſie in their fins. Which therefore if they 
will not quit, their ſins will tempt them to be rid of this 


* belief; whuch diſquiets and diſturbs them in the enjoy- 


ment of thoſe Luſts, on. which they have ſet their 
Heart. CER 

Or if it have not this effe&, to make: them wholly 
disbelieve, the. life and judgment to come. yet it tempts 
them to adulterate the Chriſtian Faith ( as too many: 
Chriſtians have _ and to deviſe eaſier terms of hap- 
pineſs than the Goſpel propounds: inventing ſuch a Re- 
ligion, as will favour them 1n.their ſins, and comply with 
their inclinations to follow their foul Luſts, and yet not 
periſh eternally. And it is not hard to ſhow, if this 
were a proper place for if, that abundance of falſe noti- 
ons, if not all, which Men-have about Faith, have ſprung 
from this caule. 

But ſuppoſe Men do ſtill hold the Truth, though in 
unrighteouſneſs, what will they get by it? ſince it will 
not ſave them,. but only ſerve to condemn them. For 
this is a part of the Evangelical Truth, as you read in 
the place now "i I. Rom. 18.) that the wrath of 
God is revealed fro wen againſt all ungedlineſs, and un- 
righteouſneſs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. 
And again we read in the next Chapter of the righteous 
judgment of God, who will render to every man according 
to his deeds : to them who by patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal 
life : But unto them that gre contentious, ( or will not 
yield to. evident-convitions) axd obey- not the truth, but 
obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguija, upon every ſoul of man that doth evil, &c. v.6, 

, 0, &C. 
- Where you ſec there is an obedience to the truth, ex- 
peed from us : unto which if we_will not ſubmit, but 


obey. 
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obey unrighteonſneſs ;, then that very Truth tells us we 
muſt expeCQ nothing, but the-inexpreſſible diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty , agauft every ſuch: refractory oppolſer of 
the Truth, which he-ſhould obey. "There is no excepti- 
on from this Rule; for ( as 1t there follows, v. 11. ) 
there is no reſpett of perſons with God, 

Would to God they would ſerioully lay this to heart, 
who now ſeem: to be poſſeſſed with a mighty Zeal for 
Truth, and tor a right Faith : that they be not ſo de- 
ceived by this warm Zeal, as to milſs-the exd of Faith, 
the Salvation of their Souls ; which can by no means 


be obtained, no not by Faith it ſelf, without an Holy 
Lite. | 


UM 
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PART | 


What it 7s to be a Pillar and Ground of 
Trath: and to whom this Office belongs. 


Aving ſhown with ſome care what the Truth is 

of which S. Paxl ſpeaks ( which was the firſt 
thing I propounded) the two next may be explained to- 
gctier with leſs pains : viz. what, and who 1s the Pillar 
and Ground of thele great Truths, which are neceſfary 
to be. believed by all, that will be ſaveg. 


I. 


And as for the frf of theſe, they of the Church of 
Rome would have us by a Pillar azd Ground, to under- 
ſtand that which 1s the very Foundation of our Faith : that 
upon whoſe Credit and Authority all Chriſtian Trmuth, 
and the certainty of our Religion depends. For ta- 
king it for granted that the Church 1s this Pillar, and 
preſuming alſo that they only are the Church ;- they 
tiience infer that we can be ſure of no Truth, but from 
them : and that they give authority and certainty, to the 


very Word of God itſelf : and likewiſe, whatſoever the. 


Church, i. e. they declare to be Truth, is therefore to be 
reccived : inſomuch that if they make any new Articles 
of Faith, we are to give a full aflent to them ; becauſe 
all Truth depends upon the credit. of their Church. 


This: 
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This ſounds ſtrangely in the Ears of thoſe that are 

not accuſtomed ro fich Language: and may be thought 

perhaps a miſrepreſentation of their Do&rine. Bur 1+. /- 

{armzne (to name no more ) vouches this to be the Ca- 

. tholique ſenſe of this place : and from the words P:llar 

' and Ground of Truth, proves that the Church cannot err, 

(3) LM. ds either in Believing, or in Teaching () : and again, that 

Concil. auto. whatſoever the Church approves ts true, and whatſoever it 
Ce) LM de Aſapproves i falſe (=). 

#::4. Milit, But this only ſhows that they are hard put to it, to find 

Oe proofs for their high pretences. For it will appear, in 

the proceſs of this Diſcourſe, firft, that it can never be 

proved, the words Play and Ground, have reſpett to the 

Church, and not rather to Timothy : for which there is 

good Authority as well as Reaſon. I ſhall let the 

Authority alone , till its proper place, and only note, 

Secondly, That there is good reaſon not to refer. this to 

the Church ; for having called the Church a Houſe, it 

- doth not ſeem a congruous ſpeech, immediately to call 

the ſame Church a Pillar : as on the other ſide it is very 

agreeable, to call Timethy a Pillar, in that Houſe; and 

to wiſh him to behave himſelf therem, like other great 

Perſons, to whom, 1n other places, he gives the name of 

Pillars. But, Thirdly, 1t 1t do relate to the Church, it 

no 4nore concerns the Church of Rome, than any other 

Church : and immediately relates to the Church of Ephe- 

ſes, in which Timothy pretided, Which Church of Ephe- 

(2) Concil. ſus (a), with other Churches of the Eaſt, condemned 

Fimer.S this Headſhip of the Biſhop of Rowe, upon which they 

: build a Soveraignty over our Faith. And further, if we 

ſhould ſuppoſe Fourthly, That the Apoltle reſpetts the 

Church Univerſal ; and likewiſe that it is not only bound 

in duty to be, but alſo actually is, the Pillar and Ground 

of Truth; yet, Laſtly, it can never be proved that he 

{peaks of any other Truth, but thoſe grand Fundamental 

Articles 
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Articles of Faith , thoſe Catholique DoEtrines which 
were once delivered to the Saints, and which, bleſ: 
ſed be God, arc maintained in every Church to this 
day : not of all truth whatſoever; niuch leſs of an ab- 
x Be freedom from all manner of error. 

For, letting theſe things alone at preſent, I ſhall ſhew 
that this isall that can be meant by the Pilar and Ground 
of Truth, if 1trefer tothe Church ( as I am content to 
admit ) notthat the Church / as they abſardly affirm } 
is the very foundation of our Faith, upon whichit re- 
lyes: but that # firmly retains, upholds, and profeſſes the 
Chriſtian. Truth, againſt all the force, violence and op- 
poſition, of Farth and Hell, of Men and Devils, that 
andeavour to overthrow it. =; iWon 

That this is the natural import of the phraſe 'T wil 
manifeſt, Firſt, from the propriety of the words ; Se- 
condly, from clear reaſon and the Holy Scripture, 


T. Firſt from the propriety of the words in the Greek 
I anguage.* In which #2& frequently fignifies, ſuch 
a Pillar as ſtood before their common Halls and Coutts 
of Judicature : upon which the Decrees . and Orders .of 
the Court, were wont to hang or be fixed. Unto 
which Tertultiaz alludes, when ſpeaking of an Article 
'of the Creed ( inthe place above named *) he faith, * 7. ga: x(u- 
Unum opinor apud omnes EDICTUAT DEI PENDET, "t# "i 
T ſuppoſe one Editt of God hangs up among all, viz. to” 
be read by them : having juſt askt before, quonan ti- 
tulo Spes ifta proſcripta eft : by nhat TITLE this hope 
( viz, of the reſurreQtion) is propoſed and held forth to 
all, And the word «#aiaue ground ſignifies not the 
foundation, but the Sear where any thing is placed ; 
ſo as to be ſettled and laid up, to remain and abide 
there. And, at the moſt, can mean no more, than the 
ſtay, or eftabliſhment , the x or ſettlement of Truth : 


BeCaiwms 
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BeCaiwms, Occumenius renders it, the confirmation Of truth ; 
or if we will have theſe words allude to a building, 
becauſe rhe. Church is here called the Houſe of the 
living God, aselſewhere the Temple of God, ( which is 
the ſame ) they ſignifie no more but ſupporters and ap- 
holders, without which the edifice would fall to the 
ground, And the moſt we can make of them when 
they are applied to the Church , with reſpect to the 
irath, is this ; that the Church ſuſtains and keeps it 
from ſinking, or falling, as a Pillar firmly fetled up- 
on a Baſis, ſuſtains and upholds the fabrick laid upon 
it. This conſiſts in theſe three things, which I ſhall 
diſtinQtly, though but briefly, mention : for the Reader's 
clear information in this matter. ; 
Firft, The Church is that Body of Men, which pre- 
ſerves and keeps, which maintains and holds up the 
Chriſtian Faith : which God hath committed to its care, 
as he did to the Jews the Divine Oracles, delivered in old 
times. And as the Church will anſwer it to God, and 
not be guilty: of betraying its truſt, it muſt conſtantly 
preſerve the truth committed to it ; thatar be not loit 
and do not periſh. This might be divided into zo, that 
the Church is the keeper and Conſervator of all the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Divine "Truths contained therein : 
and that by faithful keeping them, it upholds and ſupports 
the Truth, as a Pillar doth the building which reſts up- 
on it. But this is ſufficiently included in what follows. 
Secondly, the Church is not only to preſerve the 
Truth, but to profeſs it, and to give atteſtation to-it.: 
that is, to bear witneſs that this 1s the Truth of God, 
and this alone, which he hath revealed for the Salva- 
tion of Mankind. By which means it doth not only 
hold «#p the Truth, but hold it. out to others ; as the 
Sacred Edi&t or Dectee of God; which all are to take 
notice of and obſerve. And fo, 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Tt is by this means to promote' and propa- 
gate the Truth, and not kt it fall to the 'ground : as 


2a building doth, when:the Pillats,. that ſupported. it, 


are remdved. 67 in © aetrole 
In brief ; As Heretical Churches "were the Pillars 


and Stays of falſhood ; they maintained and defended it, 
they teltified to it, and indeavour'd to continue it, and 
leave it to Poſterity : juſt fois the Church of ChriR, 


'the Pillar and Ground of Tr7ath ; tt profeſles the'Chri- 
ſian bo it maintains it as the Truth of God; and 


notwithſfnding all the perſecutions, troubles, loſles, 
torments, whereby its Enemies would ſhTke the con- 
ſtancy of thoſe who maintain the 'Truth, they teſtifie 
to it, and declare to future Generations, - that this, as 
S. Peter ſpeaks, is the true grace of God, wherein we 


axd. 


This is the firſt conſideration, to aflure:us of the true 


meaning of theſe words. - Bobs 


IT. The Second, is as ſtrong; for plain reaſon makes 
it.evident, that this, not the other, is the ſenſe of them. 
'The Church, that is, cannot be-;the very foundation 


- -upan which the Truth is built, not that! which gives it 


authority, and makes it to be Truth ': for the: quite 


contrary is declared by Truth it ſelf ; that the Truth 


is the foundation upon which the Church is built, and 
which makes it to be a Church. So S. Pasl inſtructs 
this very Church of Epheſus, who were built nponrthe 


foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 


himſelf” being the chief corner Stone ; in whom all the 
building fitly framed together, groweth into an holy Tem: 
ple in the Lord : In whom .ye alſo are builded toge- 
ther, for an habitation of God through the Spirit, :1L, En 
pheſ, 18, 19, 20. It was therefore a Church of Chriſt, 
becauſe it held the Truth, which He and his Apoſtles 

| K 2 taught. 
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taught. And ſo a great number of the Ancient Fathers 
expound thoſe words of Chrilt to S. Peter, Thou art 
Peter, and upox this Rock; i.e. upon the confeſſion of 
Faith which thou haſt made, - upon that 'Truth thou haſt 
confeſt, I will build my Church. Matth. XVI. | 
| We can own no Society of Men to be a Church of 
Chriſt , unleſs they profeſs the true Faith of Chriſt. 
And therefore the true Faith muſt be known before we 
can know whether they. be a true Church or no, who 
call themſelves by that Name - and conſequggtly they 
do not give authority to the Truth, but ther ruth to 
them ; becauſe the Truth mult be ſuppoſed, before they 
can+have any authority. | 
Obſerve the above recited words I beſeech you ; 
which ſay, the Church is built upon the foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, &C. 2. e. upon the [ruth re- 
beaded by them in the Goſpel. It is a Church by hold- 
igg and believing this : for if this be not the thing which 
makes a company of Men to be 2 Church of the livin 
God ; tell me, why the Mahomerans are not his Church * 
They are a ſociety of Men profeſſing ſome belief” and 
having ſome truth and devotion , and being governed 
by Laws as well as we. . There 1s no reaſon why they 
belong not to the Church of Chriſt, but becauſe they 
have not the Truth as it is in Chrift, Therefore the 
Church doth not make the Truth ; but the Truth makes 
che Church : the "Truth doth not rely upon the Church, 
becauſe it is before the Church, which relies upon iP. 
Which was the DeQtrine of the Church itſelf 1n after 
Ages ; as it were ealie to ſhew, if I intended to write 
a great Book. I will content my ſelf with two Teſti- 
monies- in ancient times, the one is: of S. Chryſoftome, 
who thus expounds theſe very words, the Church of the 
living God, the Pillar. and Ground of Truth. . Not like 
that Judaical Temple : ( faithhe ) for this is it,, which 
_ keeps 
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| » 
keeps together and contains the Faith and the preaching 
{ or D rine ) 1 30 Gia is) 4 MKAnd a; % AG x, EYaioud, 
Fer the Truth is both the Pillar and the Ground,or foundation 
of the Church; The other is S. Auſtin in his third Book upon 


the Creed, to the Catechumens (c |, which begins thus, To (c) Tom. IX. 


know this (viz. the Creed) to bethe foundation of the Cath- 
lique Faith, upon which the edificeeof the Church aroſe, being 
built by the hands of the Apoſtles and Prophets. And'wich 


this of (Gabriel Biel in latter Ages, (d) Catholique truths, 4d) L. in 
without any qgu—_ of the Church, are in the nature of the #i'"t- Diſt, 


thing immutable, and immutably true : and fo are to be ac- 
counted unchangeably Catholique, Which brings to mind 
another remarkable ſaying of S. Auftiz, who after he 
had produced in his firſt and ſecond Books againſt Ju- 
lian the Pelagian, the teſtimonies of XI. great Doctors, 
viz. Irenens, Cyprian, Reticins, Olympius, Hilarins , 
Ambroſius, Innocentius ( where, by the way, it is obſer- 
vable he mentions the Biſhop of .Rowe only as one of 
the eminent Biſhops, not as Head of them all ) Gregory 
Nyſſen, Bafil of Csſarea, John Chryſoftom, Hierom, makes 
this refletion upon their conſent ( which he lookt upon 
as the voyce of the Catholique Church),Qui tamen veritati 


. auitoritatem non ſuo tribuere conſenſu, &c.who notwithſtand- 


ing did not give authority to the Truth by their conſent ;, but 


received teftimony and glory by partaking of the Truth. 
They endeavour indeed to put by ſuch evident con 
viction as this, by a little diſtinction ; that though 1n zt 
ſelf the Church is built upon the Truth, yet in reſpect ro 
#5 the Truth is built upon the Church. - Which appears 
already. to be a vain conceit, unto thoſe who conſider ; 
that the Church cannot be the foundation of Truth to us, 
unleſs we firſt know it tobe the true Church of Chritt ; 
and indued with this priviledge ftrom God to be zhe 


Ground ef Truth; in this ſenſe which. I am now con- 


futing. But whence ſhould we know this ? IF it be faid, 
| from 
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from the Truth which it profeſſes ; then the Church is 
not the Foundation of the Truth to us, for we muſt 
know the Truth, before we can know that tobe the true 
Church, which calls it ſelf the Foundation. If we ſay 
from the Church ; then the Church is the Pllar and 
Ground of it ſelf ; and webelieve it to be the true Church, 
becauſe it ſays itis. Which is fo abſurd and dangerous, 


that the Mahometans, as I laid, will be as true a Church + 


as any elſe : they may boldly put in for their ſhare of 
this priviledge : Nay, if confidence, and power can 
carry it, ingroſs it wholly to themſelves. 


Ir remains therefore that this is the true ſenſe of the 


words which I have given. The Church keeps the 
Truth, and _ it up: It is the Conſervator of it, 
and preſerves it from falling to the ground : it proclaims 
it, and holds it forth to others : it continues ' the 
truth in the World, and ſettles it in mens minds : but it 
ſelf is built upon this Truth, not the Truth upon it. 
Which derives its authority from God, who ſent Jeſus 
Chriſt into the World to teach us his will, and gave him 
power toſend his Apoſtles, as he had ſent him : God beay- 
ing them witneſs, with ſigns and wonders, and with divers mi- 
racles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his-own will. 

This will be the more plainly laid open, if I ſpend a 
little time, in ſhowing what is here meant by the Church, 
which is commonly thought to be :he Pillar and Ground 
of Truth , and was the third thing propounded in the 
beginning to be explained. 


ITT. 


The Church or Houſe of God, ſignifies every where 

a company of Chriſtians united under their Paſtors, un- 
to Chritt their Head, by a ſincere Faith ; AM joyned 
one to another by Brotherly love and communion. 
Where 
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Where ever we find ſuch a Society of Men and Women, 
_ there 1s a Church : and all the Societies of this kind , 
throughout the World, make up that which we call the 
Catholique, or Univerſal Church ; the whole body of 
Chriſt, or Chriſtian Church. Of which the Church of 
Epheſus here ſpoken of was a part: one eminant com- 
pany of Chriltians profeſſing the truly Catholique Faith, 
and joyned to Timothy as their chief Paſtor, for the 
worſhip and ſervice of Chriſt ; and for to be the Pillar 
and (round of Truth, as theſe words muſt be interpreted, 
if they relate unto the Church. | 
They indeed, who are now of the Romani Commu- 
nion, underſtand. by the Church, only the Paſtors of the 
Church. And {ome of them, this Church repreſentative, 
. as it maybe called ; that is, the whole aſſembly of Chri- 
{tian Biſhops, as many as can meet together, repreſent- 
mg all the Churches under their care. But others un- 
derftand only one Biſhopalone, the Pope of Row? ; who 
is then the Church Virtzal, in whom all the power of al} 
the Biſhops in the World is united. But as there are 
no ſuch notions of the Word Church in Scripture ; ſo, 
if they be applied to this place, they will appear very 
wild fancies, unto any Man who will ſoberly conſider 
the ſcope of it. For it is very evident, that the Church. 
is here mentioned as diſtinct from Ti»zo0:hy, who was the 
prime Paſtor of it, and who is directed how to behave 
himſelf in it. Therefore if this Church was the Pillar of 
Truth, the whole multitude of Believers at Epheſus, uni- 
ted under him and the reſt of their Paſtors, mult be lookt 
upon as _— an intereſt in this great priviledge and 
honour, as well as duty, to be the Conſervators and Sup- 
porters of the Chriſtian Faith, which they had received. 
For S. Pant, as I ſaid, is inſtructing Timothy how to 
demean himſelf, in this Society , which he calls the 


Houſe or family of God : that is, among true Believers 
in 
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in Chriſt, formed into a Society under the Government 
of their Guides : who were to take the greater care, 
that every one in the Church was well taught, in- 
{ſtructed and ordered, becauſe they were the Pillar aud 
Ground of Truth. 

This made S. Paul very ſolicitous, that.Timorthy ſhould 
carry himſelf well, and be a good Paſtor in that Church, 
of which the Holy Ghoſt had made him chief Overſeer. 
And not knowing when he might have opportunity to 
ſee him, and give him perſonal in{truction by word of 
mouth, he wrote this Letter to him for his direCtion ; 
that he might fully underſtand how to diſcharge this 


Office. And therefore theſe words, it appears by the 


verſe foregoing (v. 14.) relate partly to what went be- 
tore, and partly to what follows. Theſe things write I 
unto thee, heping to come unts thee ſhortly : but if I tarry 
long, that thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt ts behave thy 
ſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the Church of the li- 
ving God, the Pillar Ind Ground of Truth. And without 
controverſie, great is the myſtery of goalineſs, &c, Which 
whole Paragraph is to be underſtood as if he had faid, in 
more words. * Though I hope ſhortly to diſcourſe with 
* thee face to face, yet not knowing what may hinder and 
© retard my hopes, I have ſent the above written inſtru- 
© Ftions to thee ; not to trouble the Church with vain dif- 
* putations, about the rites of the Law, and ſuch idle 
« queſtions as the Jews are apt to raiſe : but, to remem- 
© ber (as I have faid in the beginning of this Letter wv. 4, 5. 
* of the firſt Chapter ) that the end of the Commandment 
* is charity, the love of God and of our neighbour. Fhijs 
© therefore teach them ; and inſtruct them alſo to make 
* prayers, ſupplications and interceſſion, with giving of 
* thanks for ail Mex : for Ryngs, and all that are in au- 
* thority ( Chap. IJ. 1, 2, 3, 4.) teach them all likewiſe 
* how to pray (wv. 8.) and inſtruct the Biſhops and the 

© Deacons 
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© Dexcons and all the reſt in their Office and Duty :- for it 
© is of great concernment, that they be well informed ; 
© becauſe this Church, over which thou art ſet, is the 
© very Seat of Truth, which 1s not to be found in any 0- 
* ther place, but in ſuch a company of Believers. Who 
© ought to uphold and defend it, when thou art dead 
© and gone; and therefore had need be well ſetled and 
© eſtabliſhed in it : eſpecially in the great myſtery of 
© godlineſs, wherein all Chriſtians agree, and about 
* which there 1s no Controverſie. That ſo the Church 
© may never let it go, and this Truth may not dye 
© and fall tothe Ground, when we are laid in our Graves ; 
© but be delivered to thoſe that come after, as the very 
© Oracles of God. . 

Who now 1s there ſo blind, as not to be able to ſee, 
that by the Church is meant, not merely the ſupream 
Governour of the Church, which was Timothy ; but all 
that company of Chriſtian people, under their ſeveral 
Biſhops and Teachers, who belonged to Epheſus. All 
of which S. Paal left Timothy, when he himſelf went 
into Macedonia, to take care of, and to charge that 
they taught no other Doftrine: ( as you read, r. 3.) and 
in this Houſe, or Family he was, when S. Pau! wrote 
this Epiſtle to him ; not in a General Council, for there 
was none, in three hundred Year after this time. There- 
fore he doth not ſpeak of the Church Repreſentative, as 
it is called ; much leſs of the Church Virtual, as they 
termit; that is,. the Pope. For then, mark what ſence 
the words will make ; 1 have wrote to thee ( not knows 
ing when TI {hall ſee thee) how to behave thy ſelf in the - 
Biſhop of Rome : as if he would have us fancy Timothy 
in the Popes Belly ; and himſelf gravely inſtructing him, 
how to carry himſelf with great circumſpeQion and 
diſcretion there. 
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I dornot love to uſe ſuch words ; but there are no o- 
ther I can tind ſo apt to repreſent the groſs abſurdity of 
their DoCtrines, who take upon them to give infalli- 
ble interpretations of Holy Scripture , from the Uni- 
verſal Biſhop, the grand and only Oracle of Chriſten- 
dom, as they would have him eſteemed : or from ſuch 
Councils as they are pleaſed to call General , and can 
obtain their approbation. You ſee what godly ones we 

| are like to have, if we give up our Faith to them : 

how they wall pervert the plain words of God, to ſerve 

their own intereſt ; and wreft them from their natural 

and eaſe ſence, to another which 1s ſo forced, that there 

is no Man ſo rude but would readily diſcern the abſurd- 

neſs of it, if he were permitted to read, and did conſider, 

the Holy Scripture. For their great Cardinal Be//armne 

alledges theſe very words to prove that Gezeral Councils, 

(e) Lib. 2. de confirmed by the Pope, cannot err (e) : nay, that particular 
Contil. Au Councils, approved by the Pope, have the ſame privi- 
> ledge (f) : where it is evident to the weakeſt under- 
( in cap.6, ſtanding, that the whole company of Chriſtians, that 
Deique. were at Epheſus united to their Paſtors ( without which - 
they could not be a Society or Company ) are the Church 

here ſpoken of : and therefore are the Pillar and Ground 

of Truth, (if this relate to the Church) and not merely 

fome particular perſon in that Church : much leſs.a Ge- 

neral Council of all the Biſhops in the World ; and leaſt 

of all, one Biſhop ; in whom Timothy could not be faid, 

in any ſenſe, to be; as he is here faid to be in that 

Church, which is the Pillar and. Ground of Truth, wiz. 

* in that Church whereof he was the chief Governour : 

which was the Pillar and Ground of Truth inthat part of 

the World. For this is not an Office appropriated to 

any particular Church, but belonging to the Catholique 

Church, and to every ſingle Church, asit is a Member 

of the Whole. | FR 
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And here it will be very profitable, Tthink, to note theſe 
ſix things,for the full explication of this place of Scripture. 


T. The firſt of them is that which I now mentioned ; 
that every particular Church, one as well, and as much 
as another, is a Pillar and Ground of Truth ; in that 
.ſenſe which I have declared. This is not a prerogative 
which belongs to ſome one -Church ; but a priviledge, 
appertaining to the Univerſal ; and to every particular, 
asa partof it. For if the Church at Epheſus, was a Pil- 
lar of Truth, as S. Paul here affirms ; then by the ſame 
reaſon, the Church of Antioch, the Church of Corinth, 
the Church of Rowe, and the Church of Feru/alem, had 
the ſame authority. For that which made any one of 
them a Church, made the other ſo, viz. the true Faith of 
Chriſt there profeſſed, and union with their Paſtors, for 
the Divine ſervice : and therefore that honour or Office, 
which belong'd to one of them, mult of neceſſity belong 
to another ; becauſe they were but ſo many members of 
one and the ſame Body. That is, every one of them, 
in their ſeveral Countries, wherein they were planted, 
had the truth af God committed to them ; which they 
'were to maintain and ſupport unto the very death : 
and endeavour that every one, who was a Stranger 
to the words of eternal life, might by their means know 
and believe them. 

And accordingly every Church hath contributed unto 
this, and no one Church, could ever with any reaſon 
pretend to be the ſole ſupporter or defender of the Chri-- 
ſtian Truth. Of which there 1s this plain demonſtrati- 
on, that then the Church is moſt of all the Pillar and 
Ground, orButtrels, as ſome tranſlate it, of Truth, when it 
is aſſaulted by Hereſies ; and not only beats them off, 
but beats them down and ſuppreſſes them. Now all 


Hereſies were not quaſht and confounded by S. Peter 
L 2 and 
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and his Succefſors in the Church of Rome ; but by other 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and their Succeſſors in other 
Churches. This is demonſtrated by a learned Man, of 


* 700. Lawnoi the Roman Communion *, by XII. famous inſtances , 


Epiſt. pars 


Quinta Antonio Out Of a far greater number. S. John for example, not Peter 


&c. 


(e) Exſeb. 


L. VII. Eccleſ. 


Hiſt. c. 22. 


Verilla 2.35. or any of his Succeſſors, ftruck down the Nzcolaitans, 


S. Paul the Nazarens and Cerinthians, S. Luke the Ebi- 
onttes, as he pou out of good Authors, particularly 
Hhyginus : who relates how the Biſhops of other Sees 
( not the Biſhops of Rome) quaſht the Prolemaites, the 
Noetians, and divers other Hereticks : as the Synod of An- 
tioch did. Paulus Simoſatenus (pg) and the firſt Gene- 
ral Council of Coxſtantinople ( where Damaſus Biſhop 
of Rome, was not preſent, either by himſelf or his Le- 
gates) did Euzomius and other Hereticks. Which leads 
to the ſecond thing I would have obſerved. 


TI. That every eminent Paftor in the Church, who 
laboured in the word and Doitrine, as S. Paul ſpeaks in 
this Epiſtle, V. 17. had theſe very titles anciently beſtow- 
ed upon him, of the Pillar and Ground of Truth, becauſe 
the Biſhops were the principal "Truſtees with whom the 
Faith was depoſited (as may be obſerved in the words 
of Irenzns before mentioned, and many other ancient 
Writers, and in S. Paul's words to Timothy, when he 
bids him to keep the depoſitum he had committed to him, 
and commit the ſameto other faithful or truſty perſons , 
who ſhould be able to teach it to others, 2 Tim. 1. 14. 
IT. 2. ) and becauſe they were principal Inſtruments in 
defending the 'Truth againſt oppoſers ; in propagating 
the Chriſtian Faith to thoſe who were ignorant of it ; 
and 1n preſerving the reſt of the Church in the belief 
of the Fruth, which they had entertained, by their 
conſtant inſtructions, and zealous - exhortation, to hold. 

faſt what they had received. 
Nay, 
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Nay, we ſhall rarely, if at all, find any Biſhop of 
Rome, called the Pillar and Ground of Truth, but ſeveral 
other Biſhops are frequently called by this name. S. Ba- 

1 for inſtance (h), writing of the Biſhop of Neoceſarea (5) Eril. 
newly dead, bewails his loſs very much, becauſe he was ** 7onll. 
erxaragy xo &, the Ornament of *the Churches, MG x, idjei- 

we + ani, (the very words of the Apoſtle here in 

this place) the Pillar and Ground of Truth ;, rjinua 5 

es xeudy nirews, a ftrong and firm eſtabliſhment of Faith in 

Chriſt, &c. And upon the ſame occaſion writing to the 

Church of Axcyra (i) whoſe Biſhop was called Athana- (5) pip, 
ſus, it appears by ſome of the. foregoing Epiſtles ) .he {Yi 
faith, mimouw dvig, c/aG- my avri 3} ientoua Tis Exxanaic;, a Man 

z faln, who was indeed a Pillar and Ground of the Church. 

And complaining in another Epiſtle (+) of the miſera- (4) Epip.. 
ble eſtate of their Churches, he ſays, among other things, — 

&t uno x, 6) alupe mis arnvda ty Jracmops, the Pillars and 
Ground of the Truth are diſperſed : the Biſhops, he means, 

were baniſhed from their Flocks. Which he bewails in 
another place in. the very ſame Language, only put- 

ting both the foregoing parts of their CharaQter toge- 

ther, ss i908 aus x Wpaioua, * &C. whom T account the Pillars * Ejift. 
and Ground,. both of the Truth and of the Church : and <<cXLIX. 
honour them fo much the more, the further off they are ba- 

niſhed. from their Churches, and account that Mw 

the greateſt puniſhment, 

In the very ſame. Language S. Gregory Nazianzen 
addrefles. himſelf to S. Baſd (2), whom he calls, (more x18, 
ALY X; Edpaivue Ths iandlar, mias iproud, xz md uaTO ramwyor, beginning. 
the Pillar and Ground of the. Church, the prop of Faith, 
the habitation. of the Spirit, And 1o he calls Athanaſize, 

- ms enxnic; (2), the Pillar of _ Church : and in ano- (»)0rat.XXI; 
ther place: (o)),. 73 mis aicws Yprroue, the prop, or. ſtay of the (9) Orat. 
Faith. And writing to Euſebius, Biſhop of Samoſat 2 , _ E568. 


he thus begins, What ſhall T call thee, ginov % ifpalope, SC. XXIX, Tor: . 
Shall. 
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Shall T call thee the Pillar and Ground of the Church, or a 
Light in the World, &c. or the Stay of thy Country, or the 
Rule of Faith, or Embaſſador of the Truth, or all theſe 
together, and more than all theſe ? 

But that which is moſt worthy to be noted under this 
(9\P: its head is, that S. Gregory Nyſſen (q) expounds this very 
Maj. Ton-l. Text of Timothy, and makes him, not the Church, che 
Sond Pillar and Ground 4 Truth. For diſcourling concerning the 

Miniſters of the Divine Myſteries, as Pillars of the Houſe 
of God, he ſaith, # Tyub$2o xgaty waer, &C. S. Paul wrought 
and faſhioned Timothy to be a goodly Pillar, making him 
(as he ſpeaks, with his own woice ) 5Mev uy idpaioue ff wnny- 
ola x; danteic, the Pillar and Ground of the Church, and of 
Truth. As if he took the ſenſe of theſe words to be 
this, But if I tarry long, that thou, who art the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, maiſt know how to behave thy ſelf” in the 
Charch , &c. And indeed the Apoitles are called ac, 
Pillars in the II. Gal. 9. not only S. Peter, but James 
and John alſo. And here we are taught, as he truly ob- 
ſerves, that not only Peter, James and John were Pil- 
lars, not only John the Bapriſt was a burning Lamp : 
6d maiTes 61d) ear F eananoiay wpeidby Te, but all that by them- 
ſelves ſupport the Church, all that by their work are ſhining 
lights, are called both Pillars and Lamps. © 

_ Which names were afterward applied to Chriſtian Bi- 
{hops, by the moſt eminent Perſons in the Church ; who 
hereby plainly declared, what they underſtood by theſe 
words of S. Paul: and that they lookt not upon this as 
a priviledge peculiar to any one Biſhop , or any one 
Church ; but common to all Churches, and eſpecially to 
the principal Perſons in the Church , who were the 
Leaders and Guides of the reſt : and ſo more peculiarly 
intruſted with the preſervation of Divine Truth, and the 
chief Pillars and Supporters of the Faith. And thus 
Orizen ( or whoſoever he was that wrote the Homilies 


Upon 
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upon the Song of Songs *.) ſeems to have underſtood * Hom.1. 
this place; for having obſerved from hence that the *#?: 558: 
Church t' God's: Houſe, and applied theſe words to the 
explication of the /aſt Verſe of the fr/# Chapter of the 

Canticles, where it is ſaid, the beams of our houſe are Ce- 

dar, he concludes that hereby are meant thoſe who are 
validiores, of greateſt ſtrength in the Church : Er pato 

quod convententer hi qut a bene miniſtrant in Ec- 

clefia, &c. And I think that they who well diſcharge the 

Office of a Biſhop in the Chur:h may conveniently be called 

Beams, by which the whole Building is born up, &Cc. viz, 

by ſupporting and defending the Chriſtian Faith, upon 

which the Church 1s built. And thus the Aby/ize Chri- 

ſtians, at this day call not only S. Mark, but their great 

Do&tor S. Cyril by the name of Co/umne Eccleſig Alexan- 

arine(s), the Pillars of the Church of Alexandria : bes (5) Ludolphi 
cauſe Cypril was a mighty aſlertor and defender of the A I 
Truth, againſt the aſſaults of Hereticks. Upon which «. 12. ». 1. 
account, Rapertus Tuittexſis (t) calls S. Auſtin by the (t) £. VII. 
{ame name, that S. Paul here calls Timothy, columna & reap RN 
rmamentam veritatis, the Pillar and Ground, or ſtrong 2268 
ſtay, of Truth. Which Language is common among 

the Fews, who call Abraham, for inſtance, the Pillar of 
the World (u), with reſpe&t to the true Religion which () #ainor.ae 
he maintained : which is the very Language of Ipxatins, = apt 
concerning the Apoſtles, of whom he thus ſpeaks, Neon, 

4 5/A04 7% bows 61 din (y), the Pillars of the World, the CT Epi as 
Apoſtles; mentioning together with them, the Spouſe of Fiiladrlph. 
Chriſt, viz. the Church. 

T have been the more copious 1n this, becauſe it ſhows 

that the ancient DoCQtors thought all Biſhops to be equal- 

ly concerned in this Office, and Honour; it never enter- 

ing into their minds that any one had an intereſt in it 

more than the reſt ; much leſs that one ( the Biſhop of 


Rome ) had it ſolely to himſelf. 
ITT. But 
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TIT. But further I obſerve that the Aſartyrs, thought 
not Biſhops, are frequently called by this name. So the 
Churches of Yienze and Lyons, in their Letter to the 
Churches of Afa and Phrygia, concerning the bleſſed 
Martyrs who had ſuffered among them, ſay that God 
delivered the weaker fort, and oppoſed to the fury of the 
Enemy , 5a &-paivs, thoſe who were firm and ſteady Pil- 
lars, able by their Patience to draw all the violent aſſaults of 
the Devil upon them (x). Among whom they mention 
Sanchts a Deacon, and Maturus a meer Novice, and At- 
talus, born at Pergamns, 5M u; iJpaivua fs tyra va dei 1ee- 
yore (2): Who had always beex the Pillar and Ground 
( or ſtay and ſtrength ) of Chriſtians in this place : that 
is, ſettled and ſuſtained others in the Chriſtian belief. 
And ſo Exſebius ſpeaks of other Martyrs at Alexandria 
in the time of Decius, 6 5þþ03 * paryewr wor 7% xoels, * &C, 
firm and bleſſed Pillars of the Lord, who ſtrengthned by him, 
and having might and power anſwerable to the ſtrength of 
their Faith, became admirable witneſſes of his Kynedom. 
For they could not be ſhaken with the fear of death and 
torment ; and fo by their ſtedtaſtneſs confirmed and eſta- 
bliſhed others in the Chriſtian Faith ; and were eminent 
Inſtruments likewiſe of converting ſtrangers to our Reli- 
gion : who {aw their pious and meek conſtancy under the 
greateſt ſufferings, joyned with the greateſt charity, 
bowels of mercy and compaſſon, towards their bloody 
perſecutors. For whom they beg'd pardon and forgive- 
neſs of God, deſiring nothing more than they might come 
to that heavenly Kingdom, which they teſtified to them ; 
by parting with life it ſelf for the ſake of it. 

Neither is this meerly the Eccleſiaſtical Language, but 
the Holy Scripture it ſelf gives thoſe this honourable ti- 
tle; who conſtantly indured tribulation for the Goſpel 
fake, though it did not colt them: their lives. 'Thus 

our 
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our bleſſed Lord ſpeaks to the Church of Ph:ladelphia, 
III. Revel. 12. Hims that overcometh, wil! ] make-a Pillar 
in the temple of my God, Which {ignities partly, that 
he ſhould be an eminent Inſtrument of npholding the 
Church, and preſerving many 1n the profeſſion of Chri- 
ſianity, by his conſtancy and firmnels in it: and partly, 
that he ſhould be fo eſtabliſhed himſelf by the grace and 
power of God, that he ſhould: never fall (according to 
- that of S. Peter, 1 V. 10. But the' God of all grace; who 
hath called 4s unto his eternal glory, after that ye have ſuf= 
fered a while, make you perfect , eſtabliſh, ftrenothen, ſet- 
tle you ): and partly, that he ſhould be. made in the 
higheſt ſenſe, a PILL AR, that is, 'an Apoffolical Man, 
who ſhould be advanced to the moſt eminent imploy- 
ment in the Church ; of teaching and inſtruQting, of Go- 
verning and Ruling, as a principal Paſtor, in the Tem- 
ple of, God. In one word, be an Angel of the Church, 
( as he ſpeaks in the beginning of this Letter, v. 7. and 
 1n all the reſt) an illuſtrious Miniſter and Meſſenger of 
God, to publiſh the glad tidings of Salvation to the 
World. 
-* Such the Apoſtles were: whom Theodozet calls the 
Pillars of the Truth, with peculiar reſpect to their ſuffer- 
inzs. Behold, faith he, F Peter and John, 1% mipyrs Tis + Orar. de 
worCelag, 189 curve TH; dandeing, REC. the Towers, or Bulwarks —_— 
of Goalineſs , the Pillars of Truth, ſupporting the Stre- j. _ 
Gare of the Church : being ſcourged by the Jews, but 
rejoycing and glorying, (' NV. AQ. 41. ) that they were 
counted worthy to lus ſhame, or to be diſgraced, for. 
his Name. - And ſuch like were theſe victorious Souls, 
as Arethas * expounds our Saviour's words to this * comment. is 
Church; For he that conquers, faith: he, the adverſe I Rev. 12. 
powers, 5Va&r 4 4aloue win) hs dana, i conſtituted 
a Pillar and Ground of the Truth ; rejoycing himſelf im- 
 mutably ( lo he interprets _ temple of my God ) and 


eſtabliſhing 
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e/tabliſhing others in goodneſs, that they may not fall from 
their fleafaſtneſs. | 


IV. Any eminent perſon alſo in the Church, though 
, Not a Martyr, is ſometime called by this name 1n Ec- 
cleliaſtical Writers. For inſtance, Jo. Damaſcen thus 
addreſſes himſelfto Jordanes the Archimanarite, miley dnii- 
(b) Epiſt. ad riſe, ihe », idtalopa mis dandrias, (b) O moſt Divine Fa- 
4 4 Ts" ther, the Pillar and Ground, or ſtay, of Truth. Nay, 
thus zealous perſons in the Laity, eſpecially if they 
were of great quality, contributed to the ſupport 
of the Faith, by ſupporting theſe Pillars of it. So 
S. Bafil, 1n one of the forenamed Epiſtles, having be- 
wailed the baniſhment of their Biſhops, whom he calls 
the Pillars and Ground of Truth , prays Terentins (a 
Count of the Empire ) to preſerve himſelf ſafe, thar 
they might have {ome to reſt upon ; God having gra- 
(c) Epit.345. ctonfly znade him w miny vpiv Baxmeias x; tprroue,: (C) a ſup- 
port and 4 prop in all things to us. But they of the 
Clergy more particularly, though of the Order below Bi- 
thops, were lookt upon as having no ſmall ſhare in this 
(4) Lib. V.in Office, For 5. Cyril of Alexandria (d) having menti- 
E(:ian, Ton. Qned Chriſt as the fourdation, and believers. in him, 
2-P.753. as pretions Stones built upon him, unto a holy Tem- 
ple; compares their inſtructors in the Myſteries of 
Religion to the moſt pretions Stones (luch as thoſe men- 
tioned, LTV. 1/2. 11, 12.) which God uſes, ſome in 
laying the foundation, others as buttreſles ; ſome for 
tic Gates, others for the Walls, of the holy City, that 
is, the Church : that al her Children may be taught of 
God. 


V. Nay, oneof the forenamed great: Doctors of the 
Church warrants me to add, that every pious member 
of the Church, in his place and calling, hath his ſhare 

| in 
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in this great truſt. For whoſoever, ſaith S. Gregory | 


' Nyſſen, (e) is perfeCted in theſe two great Command- '* ? AR 
7 . « . by 4 4& © an- 
ments, to love God, and to love his Neighbour, he is ticeran,9.68 oh 


framed to be 2& » ipaioge Tis dinvdas, a Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, according to the language of the A- 
poſt le. By both theſe, we may become ſuch Pillars, as Pe- 
ter, aud James, axd John; we there be any other, 
ſince them, that hath beew or ſhall be worthy of this 
ame. And he doth, in effeft, ſay the ſame in the 


place before named; (f) where he obſerves the A-(F) ne :irs 
poſtle requires others to be Pillars, as well as himſelf, Megs. 


when he faith, io: zive%, cumzxiriſer, 1 Cor. RV. 58. 
be ye ſteadfaſt ( or fable ) unmoveable, abounding always 
in the work of th: Lord. Tor he that is thus firmly 
fixed and ſetled (as the word ie ſignifies) and di- 
ligent in well dong, whatſoever trials he hath to 
ſhake him, he ſupports Religion, he maintains the 
credit of it in the World, he doth great ſervice tothe 
Truth, by ſhewing how good, how uſeful, how labo- 
rious, it makes thoſe that embrace it. | 

And I am ſure it lies upon every one of us, as an in- 
diſpenſable duty to hold faſt the Truth, and to profeſs it, 
and praiſe it; and, notwithſtanding any danger or 
trouble unto which it may expoſe us, - to teſtifie unto 
it, if need be, by conſtant, patient, peaceable ſuffering 
for Chriſt s ſake. And he that doth thus, is according 
to his meaſure, though never ſo- mean a perſon in the 
Church, « Pillar aud Ground of Truth. And thus The- 
odoret expounds theſe words, he calls /myr the alſem- 
bly or congregation of thoſe that believe, the Houſe of 
God and the Church: and theſe, he ſaith, are the 
Pillar and ſupport of Truth. For being founded upon the 
Rook, they both remain unſbaken, and preach by their 
deeds the truth of their Doffrine. And Theophyla#t alſo, 


n. 5 ixxAnaie © dAnd/ag nz The Church is a conſtitut 10n, 


Ma. or 
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or an aſſembly of trath : For all things that are done is it, 
are true, nothing ſhadowy, as under the Law, &c. 


VI. I have but one thing further to add; That 
the more andthe better they are, who joyn in this work, 
the greater ſupport they give to the "Truth. | 

Firſt 1 ſay, the more, the greater number there are 
of thoſe who maintain the truth, by preaching, wri- 
ting, ſuffering, or well doing, and the greater credit they 
have in the World ; the ffronger PiHars they are, and the 
ſurer doth the truth ſeem to be in the eyes of thoſe 
to whom they repreſent it. Upon which account the 
Pofrine of S. Pax! and Barnabar, which he had re- 
ceived by revelation as well as other Apoſtles, yet be- 
ing communicated to James and Cephas and John, who 
were eminent Pillars, and been approved by them, recei- 
ved the more ſtrength by their concurrent teſtimony, 
FE. Gel. 2,5,9. Andit was ſtill more confirmed by the 
whole Council of Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem 
(XV. A#. 2. 25.) ſothat it wasreceived joyfully at 4#- 
tioch (V.31.) and the Churches in other Cities were 
eftabliſhed in the Faith, and increaſed in number daily. 
XVI. 4. 5. For which reaſon the teſtimony of a great 
aſſembly of Biſhops, wasa greater ſupport and ſtrength- 
ning to the Faith, than the teſtimony of ſingle perſons. 
They were the principal Truſtees, as I obſerved before, 
to whoſe fidelity the truth was committed : and when 
they met together in a Council to. diſcharge this truſt, 
it gave great force to the truth declared by them. Which 
they knew ſo well, that in ancient times, ſuch Councils 
were wont to deſire the conſent of other Biſhops, who 
were not there, for the greater eſtabliſhment and confirma- 


”- tionof the Faith, as Theodoret (g) relates of the Counci! of 


Sardica, whoſe Letter he hath ſet down to all the Biſhops 
in the World : deſiring them, «s nd mwp): metvl:s, as 
preſent. 
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preſent in Spirit with them, to conſent to their Sy- 

nod, and by their ſubſcription to decree, that concord 

might be preſerved, among: all their felow Biſhops 

every where. Nay, the great and firſt general Coun- 

cil of Nece it ſelf, (4) wrote to the Church of Alex- (Þ) Throdorer. 
andria, and the reſt throughout Ezypr, Libya, and Pex- j;g —_—_ 8; 
tepolis, to-give them an account of their decrees. And 5. 
Conſtantine allo certified all abſent Biſhops, who could 

not come to the Council, of their proceedings : That 

there might be one Faith ( as his words are) and ſincere 

charity, and a concording Religion, or Piety, preſerved 


among them all. . 
It was upon the ſame ſcore that ſometime they 


ſent particularly to the Biſhop of Rowe for his con- 
currence ( as the Council of Carthage, (;) and others (i) Avent E 


piſt. 


did in the buſineſs of Pelagi#s) not becauſe they ima- &cy 
gined. their decrees would be of no force without his 
conſent-:( that's an ungrounded fancy.) but becauſe he 
was an eminent Biihop in the Church of Chriſt ; by: 
whoſe concurrent teſtimony the Truth would” be Kill 
more confirmed, and their Churches would have the- 
greater comfort de communi participatione unius pratie, 
from the common participation of one grace: by knowing, 
that is, that they were of the ſame belief. 

The like may be ſaid of the Martyrs, who,, when 
they ſuffered in great numbers, gave. the more ama- 
zing teſtimony to the "Truth, which terrified the De- 

vil himſelf, and ſtaggered their very Judges :. as S. Baſil 
ſpeaks (4) of the XL. Martyrs, who all together, as if (%) T6 
they had. had but one Mouth, cryed out, when they TO 
were examined, [1 am a Chriftian: By ſuch reiolution. 
as this our Religion was not only upheld, but mightily 
increaſed : And the more the number of Chriſtians in- 
creaſed, the more was Truth {pread abroad, till it grew 
to be the prevailing Religion; and the Knmodoms of 

the 
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the World became the Kjngdoms of our Lord, ayd of his 
Chrift. 

2. But it was not mere numbers that did the buſi- 
neſs; for their extraordinary Piety and Purity in thoſe 
carly days, had the greateſt hand in it. Which was 


the ſecond thing T defired to be noted under this laſt. 


head, that the berter the Paſtors and the People are, 


the greater ſervice they do to the Truth ; and the more 


prevalent their teſtimony is, when it appears þy their 
lives, that they have no other intereſt to ſerve, but that 
of Truth and Godlineſs. | 
. And when all is done, 1t will be found that the ſan- 
Qity of thoſe who aſſert God's holy Truth, their pure 
and undefiled Religion which keeps them from bein 
ſpotted by the World, is that which will be the mo 
powerful to move Mens minds, and will make the eaſieſt 


way for its entertainment 1n Mens Hearts. Nothing 


can give a Church ſuch authority, and make its teſtt- 
mony fo credible, as its integrity and ſincere Devo- 
tion ; its ſtudy of purity in Heart and Life; its de- 
ſigning clearly the good! of Souls, and not worldly ad- 
vantages; its univerſal charity and kindneſs: which 
invites even ſtrangers toattend unto it, and much more 

itsown Members. | 
And therefore I muſt note for a concluſion of this 
part of my Diſcourſe, that when we ſpeak of the 
Church, 1.e. the whole company of believers, and ſay 
that it is the Pillar and Ground or eſtabliſhment of Truth, 
it is meant prixcipally of thoſe, whoſe Faith brings 
forth fruit and works by love. Theſe are the main 
{upporters of the Chriſtian Religion z who do not mere- 
ly profeſs it; but are aQed and live by their Faith, 
in all holy obedience to Chriſt., For they are /iving 
Stozes Duilt upon him the foundation of all ; the true 
living Body of Chrift, who are animated by his Spirit, 
and 
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and. with .whom he hath promiſed to make his abode : 

and conſequently are the only perſons, who to purpoſe 
ſupport and maintain, and defend the Truth. Which 

would in a little time, be ſuppreſſed or obſcured, de- 

praved or varied, concealed or miſinterpreted ; if the 
wicked only had the conduct of it. - Who are no more 

to be accounted Pillars of the Truth, #.e. can no more 

alone ſupport and uphold it, than a Reed, a Straw or a. 

rotten Stick, can ſupport a building. 'T his is the ancient 
Doctrine of the Church it ſelf, as appzars by what S. Au- 

ſtiz ſates, inhis Preface tothe Expoſition of the XLV III. 

P/alm (k). Where taking the firmament , which was (p)7on.vin, 
made the ſccond day, to bean emblem of the Church, he Ex:rratio in 
faith by the Church we ought to' underſtand Eccleſiam ** XEVH. 
Chriſti in Santis, &c. the Church of Chriſt in his Saints ; 

the Church of Chriſt in thoſe whoſe names are written in 
Heaven, the Church of Chriſt in thoſe who do not yield to 

the temptations of this World. Ipſi enim digni ſunt nomine« 
FIRMAMENTI1, tor theſe are worthy the name of Firma- 

ment, or ſtrength. "Therefore the Church of Chriit in 

thoſe qui firmi ſunt, who are ſtrong ( concerning whom 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we that are ſtrong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak) is called the FIR MAMENT. 


For hearken and acknowledge, how this Church is called by 
this name in the Apoſtolical writings (and then he quotes 
this place to Timothy) which is the Church of the living 
God, columna & firmamentum wveritatis, the Pillar and ſup- 
port of Truth. 

By theſe principally the Truth is maintained : For 
it is moſt plainly delivered by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
that Mcn and Women, by their wicked lives, did turn 
Apoſtates from the Faith. And we find by experience, 
as well as their inftructions, that nothing doth more 
quench the Spirit of God, nothing is more contrary to 
true Wiſdom, than filthineſs. and unpurity, which -_ 

mult. 
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mult abandon therefore, and not think we can do very 
conſiderable ſervice to the Truth, by the bare profeſſion 
of it - but upon the foundation Chriſt Jeſus, we muſt 
ſeriouſly indeavour to raiſe the ſuperſtructure of a hol 
life, whereby we ſhall adorn, recommend, and effeCtual- 
ly promote our Religion. 

It muſt not be denyed indeed, that a multitude profefling 
true Faith in Chriſt, - though their lives be not fo regular 
as they ought to be, are not unſerviceable to. our Religi- 
on : Nay, in ſomecaſes, by their ſteadineſs in the Truth, 
give no {mall ſupport unto it. Eſpecially, when they 
I:kewiſe continue united together, by partaking conſtant- 
ly of the ſame Sacraments. Whereby they are joyned 
to thoſe who are truly good, and remain a-part of the 
Chriſtian ſociety ; till their lives be ſo bad that they are 


thrown out of the Church, as not. fit to have Commu- 


nion with it. + And therefore out of ſuch a.Church, con- 


- ſiſting of thoſe that profeſs the Faith of Chriſt intirely, 


and worſhip him purely, without any dangerous mix- 
tures, no Man ought to depart ; merely becauſe every 
one therein is not knit to Chriſt by ſuch hearty love and 
obedience as that Faith ought to produce. For they 
that are only in outward Communion with ſuch a 
Church, are in a good way to ſomething more : and 
therefore ought not to be rejected, as no Chriſtians. For 
by external Communion, the inward lively Communi- 
on with God our Saviour, is produced, ſet forward, and 
promoted : and it is ſomething to own Chriſt, and ac- 
knowledge him for our Lord and Maſter ; and receive 
conſtant inſtruEtions from his Miniſters, whereby we 
are convinced of our duty. Which though it doth not 
at preſent make them good and faithful Servants, yet 
they may be ſo1in time : and rhe way to make them fo, 
is not to leave them to themſelves, by ſeparating 
from them ; but to admoniſh, reprove and exhort them 

to 
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to become living Members of Chriſt's Body, that they 
may do him greater ſervice, by recommending his Re- 
ligion effeQtually to the World. As all thoſe do, who 
ſeparate from the wickedneſs of rhe World , though 
they continue mixed with the wicked that are in the 
Churci ; till they can, in an orderly manner and after . 
regular proceedings, be thrown out of it. Whereas, 
on the contrary, they who upon pretence of the wick- 
cd being mixed with the godly, depart from the external 
Communion of the Church; have very much diſhonoured 
Religion, and help to deſtroy the Church by endleſs ſe- 
parations. 

For when they have ſo departed from the Church, 
they are, not ſure they depart from the wicked : though 
it be ſure they have left the Communion of a great ma- 
ny good Men and Women, who are mingled in com+ 
mon, with the bad. And what advantage can ſuch 
Men propound unto themſelves, or unto true Religion 
and godlineſs : when they certainly forſake the ſociety 
of a great many truly good Men, for an imaginary de- 
parture from the wicked ? Becaule after all the care they 
can take, they cannot be ſure there are no wicked among 
them : but they leave a Church, in which it is notort- 
ous there are a great number of holy People, and ere 
Congregations, for ought they can certainly know, of 
ſuch as conceit themſelves Religious, merely from this 
ſeparation. 

This 15 not the means therefore of upholding Truth, 
and of promoting godlineſs. But if we be ſeriouſly 
bent on that, the Apottle hath ſhown us the way 
in the next Epiſtle, 2 Ti». II. 19. Let every one that 
names the name of Chriſt depart from iniquity. 'Who- 


ſoever doth ſo, he is an excellent Servant of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and of his Trafh : which was promoted by no- 
thing more, I might ſay by nothing ſo much, as by the 
N eminent 
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eminent Fiety and Vertue of the firſt Preachers of Chri- 
ftianity, and of the generality of thoſe who were called 
by Chriſt's name. Some bad people there were among 
them (as we learn by the Church of Corzwth ) which 
did not unchurch them, nor make them unfit for com- 
munion with them. . For in a great Houſe (as the 
Apoſtle there {peaks in the next verſe, 2 Tm. II, 20, 21.) 
there are not only veſſels of Gold and Silver, but al{0 
of Wood and of Earth ; and ſome to honour, ſome to diſ- 
honour. But if a Man purge himſelf from theſe, he fall 
be a veſſel unto honour, ſanitified and meet for his Maſter”s 
uſe, and prepared unto every good work, Thus the Apo- 
Ktle writes immediately after theſe words, Let every oze 
that names the name of Chrift, depart from . iniquity. 
W hatſoever becomes of others, he ſhall become an #/e- 
ful Servant of his Maſter Chriſt, a veſſe! of Honour, or 
an inſtrument to do him honour, by being firred to every 
good-work. 

There are eminent teſtimonies of this, not only in Chri- 
ſtian but in Pagan Writers alſo, that hereby the Truth of 
Chriſt prevailed and got the upper hand in the World. 


*Zpit.XLIX. For Julien * himſelt upbraids the Prieſts of his Religi- 
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on, with the marvellous piety of the Galilears (as he calls. 
Chriſtians) whole fingular Humanity, and Charity even 
to Strangers, nay to Pagans, when thoſe of their own 
Religion neglected them, together with the gravity of 
their manners and compoſed behaviour ( though he call 
it feigned ) had ſuch great effeft, that by this mezns, 
as he acknowledges, Chriſtianity ſo increaſed, that its 
growth could no way be hindred, but by their outdoing, 
Chriſtians in theſe worthy qualities. 

And ſuch an eminent vertue it muſt be, and that alone, 
which can reſtore our Religion to its primitive luſtre : 
Nay, that which will preſerve itfrom being loſt, where 
it is planted. For as faſt as true piety and vertue de- 
Cays, 
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cays, ſo faſt doth the Church go to ruin, And there- 
fore if we have an hearty love to our own Church, and 
the ſaving truth of God, which is there profciſed and al- 
ſerted, we mult ftudy to uphold it by this means. Not 
by ſeeking for a purer Church {( which s unpoſſibie, as 
to Faith and Worſhip, and Manners. too, to be found ) 
but by endeavouring to amend one another, by purity- 
ing our ſelves in the firſt place from all filthineſs both 
of the fleſh, and of ſpirit; and then by admoniſhing 
others that do not live as they ought, of the error of their 
ways, and calling them to Repentance. * 

Which courſe I wiſhall they who have ſeparated from 
our Communion, would conſider whether they ever 
took ? Did they not firlt forſake us, and then ſay, before 
they tried, that we have pcople incorrigibly wicked a- 
mong us? This is not the way ( to fay nothing of what 
ſort of people they have among themſelves ) of ſaving 
usall from perithing : but, as it proceeds commonly from 
too much pride, and conceitedneſs, and from great 
want of Charity; fo it produces lamentable effe&s. 
For under a pretence of making the Church more holy, 
it deſtroys both holinels and the Church : by breaking 
the unity of it, by difſgracing Religion , by turning it 
into diſputes and vain jangling, by endleſs ſeparations 
under the notion of greater and more refined purity ; till 
the Church be crumbled into ſo many little bits and fra- 
Qions,that little more than the name of a Church remains. 

Let us therefore preferve Union:among our ſelves 
as much as 1s poſhble, that we may preſerve the 
Church and Truth. And then there may be the more 
hope of reclaiming the ungodly : who will receive an 
admonition or reproof far better from one of their ſoci- 
ety, who calls them brethren ; than from one that ſe- 
parates from them as mere Strangers and Foreigners, with 
whom they have nothung to do in matters of Religion. 

N 2 Would 
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Would to God this were more ſeriouſly praftiſed a- 
mong us ; that we would be-as forward, charitably to 
reprove Men for their wickedneſs, as we are even tore- 
proach them,perhaps uncharitably, for their falfe opinions, 
It might be a means of their cure, an effe&ual remedy for 
their amendment, when piouſly and prudently admini- 
ftred : and a means of bringing thoſe back, who are gone 
aſtray from us, that there »nay be no diviſions among us, 
but we may be perfettly joyned together in the ſame -mind, 
and in the ſame judament.. 
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PART IN 


How the Church diſcharges this Office, of a 
Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


HAT the P/almiſt ſaith concerning Jeruſalem; 
or the. Church of the Jews, which was wont 
there to aſſemble, is more fully verified in the Chriſtian 
Church : Great and glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O 
thou city of God, LXXXVII. P/. 1. 'Fhis great City, 
S. John ſaw deſcending out of Heaven, having the glory 
of God, XRI. Rev. 10, 11. And in the Verſe betore, 
calls this Church, the bride, the lambs wife. There 1s-a 
ſpecial preſence, that is, of God in it; and a ſpecial love 
of the Lord Jeſus to it.. For it is, the body of Chriſt; 
and the fulnefs of him that fills all things. Tothis, S.John 
faith, they ſhall Ering the glory and honour of the nations : 
againſt this, our Saviour promiſes, he gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail, The pure water of life, clear as cryſtal rans 
therein: here grows the rree of life, ( RXI1. Rev. 1,2.) 
and it is, as-it were, the paradiſe and garden of God. 
Which things {ſhow what an honour, what an happt- 
neſs it 1s, . to be a Citizen of this Holy Jeruſakem, Who- 
ſoever they. be,. that by a cordial Faith in Chriſt, aad 
ſincere love. to him, joyn themſelves to this Body, are 


made Members: of Chriſt, Children of God, Compant-- 


ons of Angels, and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. They are under the proteCtion of the Almighty; 


undar. 


91 


The Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


under the guidance of his Holy Spirit ; under the care 
and tender love of that great and glorious Lord, who is 


the Prizce of all the kings of the earth, and hath all power 
in heaven, as well as earth, inveited in him. For the 
Church is the houſe and family of God, nay the temple of 
the livins God, ( 2 Cor. VI. 17.) for he hath faid, as it 


there tollows, I will dwell in them, axd walk in them, and 


will be their God, and they ſball be my people : I will be & 
Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord God Almighty. 
 heſe things are great indeed, and exceeding glorious. 
But not content with theſe priviledges, which are as 
a Royal Diadem, and Crown of Glory, on the Head of 
the Church; there are thoſe who would adorn her with 


prouder Titles : and ſet her forth in an adulterous dreſs, 


and a preſumptuous glory ; making her, in a manner, 
equal to her Head, the Lord Chriſt. For they” have 


\natcht one of the incommunicable properties of God, 


and fixt it, as a Jewel, on the top of the Ghurches 
Crown : telling us that ſhe is an infallible Guide, who 


cannot millead us. That is, though ſhe may go aſtray, 


and play the Harlot, in life and praQtice, yer ſhe cannot 
err, nor miſtake in her judgmear : So that if we liften 


to what ſhe ſays, we {hall never wander, but always be 


an the right. 
For the proof of this, they firſt ſuppoſe themſelves to 


be the Church of Chriſt, and they alone : and then they 


abuſe this place of Holy Scripture, to aſſert this Divine 
Prerogative to be in his Church ; that is, in themſelves. 
But I have expoſed the bold folly of theſe pretences, by 
{howing, that the Church here ipoken of is the Church 
of Epheſus; and that Timethy was the principal Pillar 


«ud Ground of Truth in this Church. Which doth not 


lignifie, I have ſhown, that either the Church, or Tims- 
thy, were the very Foundation of the Chriftian Faith, 


upon 
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upon whoſe credit the Authority, the Truth, and Cer- 
tainty of all Religion depends: but the Supporters of the 
Truth; who teſtified, maintained, upheld, and propaga- 
ted the Faith of Chriſt. 

For the more full underſtanding of which, I ſhall 
briefly ſhow ( before I proceed to the /z/# thing propoun- 
ded) firſt what power it 1s that we herein aſcribe to the 
Church ; particularly to the Biſhops and Governors 
thereof: Secondly, what power it cannot pretend unto, 
6 ought to be yielded to any Church, or Perſon what 
ever. 


T. As for the firſt of theſe, what the power is we al- 
low the Church, when we ſay it upholds, maintains and 
teſtifies to the Truth, it is as much as to enquire of what 
Authority the Teſtimony of the Church is, how much 
it ought to weigh with us, and how far we ought to 
yield to it : to the Teſtimony, for inſtance, of the pre- 
fent Church of which we are Members ( for it hath as. 
much — as any other) when it propounds Truth 
to us, and preſles it upon our belief. Are we to believe 
it, — becauſe the Church faith it ? 

In an{wer to which we affirm, that the Teſtimony of 
the Church, is that whereby we. are both informed of 
the Truth, and induced, as by the fir /# external motive to 
Faith in Chriſt. Mr. Hooker calls. it the Key, as others 
do the Door, which lets us into the knowledge of the 
great Myſtery of Godlinefs, which is.preſerved in this 
Houſe of God. 

It weallow it not this, we allow it nothing :; nor can 
it, or any Perſon in it, be ſaid to be a Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, unleſs it do ſomething to the bringing us ac-. 
quainted with the Truth ; which it propounds and ſets 
before us, and teſtifies to be that which Chriſt hath left 
witiz Is Czzurch, to be delivered down to all Generati- 

ONS: . 
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ons. For it conveys the Holy Scriptures to us, and calf 
upon us to conſider and itudy them : that therein, by the: 

help of the Paſtors of the Church (to whom this Of- 

fice, I have ſhown, principally belongs ) we may find all 

neceſſary Truths,in order to our Salvation. Which Teſti- 

mony being the Teſtimony of Men, that profeſs Faith- 

fulneſs, Honeſty and a good Conſcience, as the great thing 

in their Religion, is the higheſt of all humane Teſtimo- 

nies : and cannot but work very ſtrongly and powerfully 

upon Mens minds, when Chriſtians are ſuch as they 

profeſs to be : and as they are, it ought to work thus far 

upon all ſorts of Men, even upon thoſe who are out of 

the Church; as to incline them to have a reverend re- 

gard to that Faith and thoſe Scriptures, and to look into 

them and conſider them ; which they ſee ſuch multitudes 

of People, and ſome of them very wile, as well as deyout, 

_ conſtantly eſteem as the very Iruth of God, tranſmitted 

to them from his Son, by the Apoltles, who attended on 

him from his firſt appearing, till he went to Heaven. 

This moved S. Aufiz when he was yet in part an In- 

fidel, being a Mazichee, to believe the Goſpel, according 

to that famous Diſcourſe of his, 1n anſwer to the Ept- 

ſtle of Mazichers, which contained in a manner the whole 

Belief of that party; Ego zon crederem Evangelio, niſt 

(n) Ton. VI. me Eccleſie Catholice authoritas commoveret (m) ; which 
—— is to be thus tranſlated, according to the Phraſe of the 
ti, Cap.s, Africans, I had not believed the Goſpel, unleſs the Autho- 
rity of the Catholique Church had moved me thereunts. 

For it is evident (as hath been ſhown by our Writers, 

( D. Wiite- ſince the beginning of the Reformation * ) he ſpeaks of 
(rn i: ja himfelf when a Mazichee, as the words immediarely fol- 
2.3.ca2.8, lowing declare, Thoſe whem I obeyed when they ſaid, Be- 
lieve the Goſpel , why ſhould T not obey whea they ſay, Do 
zot believe Manichzus? Which doth not ſ{ignife that the 
credit of the Goſpel, is founded upon the Churches Au- 
thority, 
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rity, but that this was the firſt motive to incline Mm to 
look into the Goſpel, and conſider it as a Divine Book, 
which would inform him in the way of Salvation. Thus 
he explains himſelf in the very foregoing Chapter,where 
ſetting alide the ſincere Wiſdom taught in the Church, 
which they would not believe, he reckons up abundance 
of other things, which might ſerve to keep him in the 
Catholique Church, viz. the conſent of People and Na- 
tions, &Cc. aud then thus concludes : * Theſe numerous 
* and great,and moſt dear tyes of the Chriſtian name, may 
* very well hold a Man that believes in the Catholique 
* Church ; a/rhough by reaſon of the ſlowneſs of his under- 
* tanding, or the defeits of his life, the truth do not yet 
© ſhow it ſelf moſt openly unto him. Whereas among the 
* Manichees there were none of theſe things to invite, 
© or to hold him, but a bare promile of Truth wherewith 
© they made a noiſe : which if they could have ſhown 
' * ſo manifeſtly that it could not be doubted, he confeſſes 
© it was to be preferred before all thoſe things, whereby 
© he was held in the Catholique Church. 

Which words are an evident proof that he ſpeaks of 
the Authority of the Church, as only moving and in- 
ducing him to believe the Scriptures, and to joyn him- 
{ſelf to their Society , before the TRUTH was mani- 
| feſted to him; which he was to iind there ( in the Scri- 
ptures) and which he preferred before the Authority af 
the Church. Which he, clſewhere, tells the Dozatiſts 


was not to be believed upon its own credit ; ©* But whe- 7. a: wirate 
© ther they hold the Church, let them not ſhow but from — cap. 


© the Canonical Books of the Divine Scriptures: for we 
* neither do not ſay that we ought to be believed, becauſe 
© we are in Chriſt's Church, becauſe that Church which 
© we hold was commended to us by Opratus, or Ambroſe, 
© or other innumerable Biſhops of our Communion, or 
© becauſe it is approved by _— or becauſe = 

cles 


* Fy White's 
Anſwer to 
Fiſher's ſe- 
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« cles Be every where wrought in it: Theſe and ſuch 
© like things, are therefore to be approved, becauſe they are 
* done in the Catholique Church : but it is not therefore ma- 
* nifefted to be the Catholique Church, becauſe theſe things 
© are done init. Our Lord Jeſus himſelf, when he roſe 
* from the dead, and offered his Body to be toucht as 
* well as ſeen by his Diſciples, leſt they ſhould think 
© there was any fallacy 1n it, judged it meet rather to con- 
© firm them by the teſtimonies of the Law, and the Prophets 
 axd Pſalms; ſhowing how all things were fulfilled, 
© which were predifted. And ſo he commanded his 
*Church , ſaying, that repentance and remiſſion of fon 
* ſhould be preached in his Name, beginning at Hieru(alem. 
'Fhis he teſtified was written in the Law, the Prophets 
and Pſalms : this we hold commended from his Mouth. 
Theſe are the Documents, theſe the Foundations, theſe the 
ſtrong Grounds of our Cauſe. We read in the Acts of the 
Apoltles of ſome Believers, that they ſought the Scri- 
ptures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. What Scri-. 
ptures? but the Canonical Books of the Law and the 
Prophets: © to which are added the Goſpels, the Apoſtoli= 
* cal Epiſtles, the Aits of Apoſtles, and the Revelation of 
<S. John. Search all theſe, and bring forth ſomething 
© manifeſt, whereby ye may demonſtrate the Church, ei-. 
© ther to have remained only in Africa, or to be to come 
* out of Africa, &c, This ts an illuſtrious Teſtimony, 
he thought the Church it ſelf was to be warranted by 
the Scriptures, which did not therefore receive their Au- 
thority from the Church, but give it all the Authority 
it hath. And after all, it was not the Authority of the 
preſent Church barely that moved him when he was a 
Manichee ; but of the Catholique Church from the be- 
ginning. Occham * thinks he ſpeaks of the Church in the 
Apoſtles times alone, which moved him to Believe. 
And others { as Gabrie! Biel ) confeſs he ſpeaks of the 

Authority 
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Authority of the Church, 2 tempore Chriſti & Apoſtole- 
rum, &c. from the time of Chrift and of the Apoltles 
down to his days. 

Such Authority cannot but weigh « much, even 
with thoſe that do not yet believe, if erioully pon- 
dered : but much more with thoſe, that are already Chri- 
ftians. Whether they be Novices and weaklings, who 
are as yet doubtful in the Faith, though in the Church : 
the Teſtimony and Autharity of it, ought to confirm and 
quiet their minds ( as it did S. Auſtiz's, it appears by 
the place before-named ) and keep them cloſe to the 
Chriſtian Society, till they may themſelves come better 
acquainted with the Truth, and more fully underſtand 
the Holy Scriptures, which the Church delivers to them, 
and puts into their hands, as the Word of God. Or 
whether they be more grown Chriſtians (and indeed all 
ſorts of Perſons in the Church ) who ought to be fo far 
wrought upon even by its Authority, as to be perſwa- 
ded thereby to read conſtantly, to conſider and ponder 
ſcrioully, and to prattiſe thoſe plain Leſſons faithfully, 
which the Holy Scripture teaches them ; till it work ef- 
fectually upon their hearts, and purge them fo through- 
ly from all bad affections, that they may more perfottly 
underſtand the Truth. | 

Thus much is indiſputable ; for God hath appointed 
outward means for the conveying Divine Truth, to our 
Belief; and this means 1s ordinarily the Church: to 
which we aſcribe theſe two great things, 1n this bulineſs. 


D7 


(p) Firſt, the office of a Witneſs, teſtifying the Autho- (p) anſwer to 
rity of Holy Scripture to us: Secondly, of an Inſtrument Charity mi- 


in Gods Hand, to lead us into the underſtanding of the 


Scriptures, and by its Manittry, in preaching and ex- 


pounding them, to beget a Divine Faith 1n us. 

But further than this, we cannot, we mult not go. For 
the laſt reſolution of our Faith is not into the —_ 
O 2 (6) 


ſtaken, Sef.V. 
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of the Church, but into the Teſtimony of God himſelF, 
which we find recorded in the Holy Scripture, delivered 
by the Church unto us. Thus S. A»ſftiz moſt admirably 

(4) Cap. XIV. diſcourſes in that very Book againl{t Marichewus (q) his 

0; 0.5 Letter, from whence the fore-named ſaying, ( I had not 

Emdazenti, believed the Goſpel, unleſs the Churches Authority had mo- 
ved me to it ) 1s wont, at every turn, to be objected to us, 
by thoſe of the Romiſh periwaſion. Thou doft nothing, 
but praiſe what thou believeſt , .and deride what TI believe. 
Now ſince I can be even with thee, and do the very ſame; 
praiſe what I believe, and deride what thou believeſt ; what 
# to be done ? but that we leave and relinquiſh aſl, who in- 
vite us to know things certain ; and afterwards require 4s 
zo believe things uncertain ( let thoſe of the Romaz Church 
mark this) and that we follow them, who invite us firſt ts 
believe, that which we cannot yet ſee into; that being made 
ftronger in the Faith it ſelf, we may come to underſtand what 
we believe: NOT MEN NOW, BUT GOD HIM- 
SELF INWARDLY ESTABLISHING AND IL- 
LUMINATING OUR MIND. 

It is impoſſible to read this paſſage, and not ſee that 
this Father thought our Faith 15 not ultimately reſolved 
into the Teſtimony of the Church : but by that, being 
invited to believe the Holy Scriptures, we are eſtabliſhed 
(upon the ſerious reading of them ) in the Chriſtian 
Faith, and Knowledge of the Truth, . by God himſelf. 
Upon whoſe Word, in the Holy. Scripture, and not-upon 
Men, we bottom our Faith. Upon the Teſtimony and 
Authority of God the Father, . Son, and Holy Ghoſt. : 
and the Teſtimony of divine Men, inſpired by them; 
who by Miracles, and Signs, and mighty Deeds, and a 
prophetical Spirit, proved themſelves to be ſent of God ; 
and have lett his Mind and Will upon Record in the 
Scriptures of Truth. Which the Church indeed, in all 
parts of the.World hath kept and preſerved,and fairhfully 

tranfmitted. 
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tranſmitted down to us; and now propounds' to our 
Faith : bur it is not merely what the Church faith, that 
makes us beltreve; bur what God himſelf ſaich in the 
Holy Scriptures, concerning his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and 


| what Jeſus Chriſt faith, concerning his riſing from the 


Dead, and ſending the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles. 
Which being fulfilled, evidently proved him to be the 
Son of God, the Saviour of the World : and them to 
be his Apoſtles, and Miniſters, who declared to- Men 
the true way of Salvation. 

So the Charch dire&s and guides us to the Scriptures. 
of Truth ; but they reſolve and aſſure our Faith, being 
the very Word of God. The authority of God's Church 
is the firſt motive, which leads us to eſteem the Scri- 
ptures : but being led thither, we find in the matter of 
them that which gives us full fatisfaQtion, by beſtowing 
our pains 1n reading, or hearing, and conſidering the My- 
ſteries contained' therein. 'The Church holds out this 
light to us ; but it 1s by this light that we ſee what is the 


| mind and will of God. To this the: Church points 


us, and bids us attend to it; for this it diſpoſes and 
prepares us; it leads us by the hand to this as the on- 
ly ſure foundation of our Faith ; ( becauſe herein we 
find God. himſelf ſpeaking to us.) and moreover by 
the Miniſtery of the Church we are afliſted in under- 
ſtanding the ſence of ' the Holy Scriptures : but they 
contain in themſelves that Divine Authority and Truth, 
whereby we come toa certain Faith. The Churchtells 
us ſuch and ſuch things are true ; and we find-them 
to be ſo, by examining the Scriptures. Which the 
Bereans ſearched daily, whether thoſe things were ſo, 
which the: Apoſtles preached-:' and therefore many of 
them believed ; not- merely becauſe the Apoſtles: told 
them they ought ſoto do, but becauſe rhey tound what 
they ſaid, in the Holy Scriptures, XVIL. A#: 11, 12: 


And« 
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And þ far as any Church' ſpeaks according to the 
truth contained therein, it 1s to be believed and follow- 
ed. But if it bring no Divine word for its warrant, 
if it propound other DoCtrines, which are not there, it 
hath no authority to make ſuch DoQtrines, the matter of 
our Faith : much leſs, to ſet up its own authority above 
the Scriptures ; as they do who ſay, The Scriptures re- 
ceive their authority from the Church Which is the 
DoQrine of no leſs Men than Baronius and Bellarmine, to 
name no more. | 
(1) 44 4mm The former of (7) which argues, that becauſe we 
53-9% XX. receive theſe Holy Books, to be writings of the A- 
poſtles and Evangeliſts, and not forged under their 
Names, upon the teſtimony of the Church ; therefore 
all the writings of the New Teſtament, reccived their 
authority trom the Churches tradition ; which is fus- 
damentum Scripturarum, as he ventures to ſay, the ” po 
(:)L. 2.de dation of the Scriptures. The other (5) is no leſs po- 
Sacrenen; © ſitive, that if we take away the authority of the pre- 
T ſent Church, and the preſent Council, we call in doutt 
the whole Chriſtian Faith. For the firmneſs of all an- 
cient Councils, and of all Doftrines, depends upon the au- 
thority of the preſent Church. | | 
This is very preſumptuous talk : for by the Church 
they mean themſelves; and then by the teſtimony of 
the Church (that is their own teſtimony ) they mean 
ſuch a Divine witneſs, as afſures us by its own autho- 
rity, without any other proof, Which are the great 
points of difference between us, in this matter. For 
we aſſert, firſt, that the office of leading Men to the 
Holy Scriptures, and ſo to Faith, belongs to every 
Church as much as to them : and, ſecondly, that no 
Church can bring People to Faith by its own teſt1- 
mony and authority, but by the Dottrine of the Ho- 


ly Scriptures - nor is any Church whatſoever to be 
heard 
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heard in matters of Divine Truth, further than it 
can prove its Doctrines by the authority of God's Word, 
and teaches things agreeable thereunto. 


IT. Which leads to the Secovd thing ; briefly to 
ſhew what power and authority the Church cannoc 
pretend unto in matters of Faith. 

Ii. And, firſt, it appears by what hath been ſaid, 
that it hath not a Soveraign, Abſolute, Prophetical au- 
thority, dependent upon the Rule of the Holy Scri- 
ptures : ſo that we mult take whatſoever it faith or true, 
without conſulting them. This is the ambitious pre- 
tence of the great Dottors of the Rowan Church, who 
give the Church (meaning thereby the preſent Roman - 
Church) an authority over all things, not depending on 
the Scriptures ; but upon which the Scriptures themſelves 
depend : So that without the authority of this Church, 
all truth is doubtful. Which is a manifeſt- principle of 
Infidelity; making all Religion ſtand to the courteſte 
of a company of Men » Who in ſuch matters are the 
leaſt to be truſted of all other Chriſtians that we are ac-- 
quainted withall. 

2. The Church hath no authority to propound any 
DoQtrine, as neceſſary to Salvation, which is not delt- 
vered in the Holy Scriptures; but depends ſolely on the 
authority of its awn Tradition. Thus is another of their - 
ambitions attempts, who having arrogated to themſelves  - 


alone the whole power of the Church ; make rhat power 


ſo unlimited, that it can: ſupply the defeQs of the Scri- 
pture ; and make things. unwritten to become matters . 
of Faith. Which is ſuch an unbounded Prerogative, that 
we may have a new Faith, as often as.they pleaſe tq 
pretend a Tradition for it ; , though they cannot proveit. 
For we muſt reſt in the authority of the preſent Church 


which affirms it ; and that againſt the very —_—_— 
eily 
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ſelf, which tells us it is able to make a Man of God per- 
feit ; and againſt the teſtimony of th=z Univerſal Church, 
which, I have ſhown, forbids the producing of any other 
Faith but that which was evidently delivered by the 
Apoitles there. 

3. Wecannot allow the Church an Infallible authori- 
ty, that is, ſuch an aſſiſtance in her DoCtrines and pro- 
poſals, that ſhe cannot err in any thing ſhe defines. In 
Controverſies indecd ariſing about matters of Faith, we 

() 4tic.XX. own and reverence the authority of the Church (7) ; ſo 
as not to conteſt the publique judgement, but to prefer 
it before our own private conceits, in doubtful thing 
But as it ought to proceed in its determinations by To 
Ruleof Gods word ; So we think it poſſible it may mi- 
ſtake in the application of this Rule : and therefore we 
do not blindly reſign our ſelves to its authority, with- 
out all regard to the Holy Scriptures ; unto which the 
Church ought to havea reſpett in all its determinations. 
No, that's another proud pretence of the preſent Romar 
Church, that they cannot miſtake in their definitions : 
and therefore we muſt ſubmit unto them without exa- 
mination. From whence this intollerable miſchief hath 
inſued, that it hath made them both inſenſible of their 
errors, and careleſs to ſeek any cure of them, nay utter- 
ly incapable of a remedy. For as one of our own Di- 

(-)Dr.Pettzr's Vines excellently ſpeaks (#) (whoſe words thoſe are ) 

anſwer to. this conceit of their Infallibility is to them both a [uffi- 


Charity mi- 


taken, Seft.s. rient reaſon for that which is moſt unreaſonable ; and a ſuf- 
ficient ayſwer ts that which is moſt unanſwerable. - Tothis 

they retreat upon all occaſions, when they are not able 

to maintain their ground : they have no other way to 

defend their errors, when they are plainly ſet before their 

eyes, but to tell us confidently they cannot err, Which 

is a very ſtrange boldneſs ; tor we demonſtrate, in ma- 

nay inttances, that they have erred; erred moſt grofly : 

LY particularly 
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particularly in this, that they have added new Articles 
to the old Creed, to be believed under pain of Dam- 


nation ; and added a yew Canon of Scripture to the - 


Old Teſtament, againſt the cleareſt evidence in the Re- 
cords of the Univerſal Church, that the Books they 
have newly received, were never acknowledged for Ca- 
nonical Scripture. 

If by the Church indeed, they would underſtand, the 
Church truly Catholique, the whole Body of Chriſt in 
all times, places and ages; and if by matters of Faith, 
they would ugderſtand thoſe grand Articles which I 
have mentioned in the firſt part of this Diſcourſe ; and 
if by being —_— they. would underſtand not an ab- 

ſolute impoſlibiliry of erring ( which humane nature is 
not capable of ) but not a&tual error : there are none of 
us make any. queſtion, but: the Church is Infallible. 
That is, the whole Church hath not erred, nor ſhall not 
err, in the whole Faith, or in any neceſſary part there« 
of : for ſuch error would cut Men oft from Chriſt, the 
head ; and ſo leave him no Church at all ; which is impo{- 
ſible. Ir hath been the very ſcope of firſt my Diſcourſe, 
to ſhow that the Church hath always kept the great fun- 
damental truths of our Religion, and not erred in them ; 
but tranſmitted them down to us, whole and undefi- 
led : till the Church of Rome, in the Council of Trex, 
corrupted the Faith, by their errors, which they have 
mixed with it. 

For to a particular Church, ſuch as that of Rome 1s, 
we cannot allow this priviledge of not erring : becaufe 
we know they have erred, even in fundamental Truths, 
and rhereby ceaſed to be Churches. - Witneſs thoſe glo- 
rious Churches, to which Chriſt himſelf ſent his Letters, 
by S. Toba the Apoſtle. 
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"Theſe Prerogatives therefore not belonging to any 
Church : every one muſt be content with thoſe two Ot- 
fices before mentioned ; which are ſufficient. Firf, The 
Office of a Wirneſs teſtifying the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, unto its members : Secoxdly, of Gods inftru- 
ext, by whoſe Miniſtry, in opening, expounding, and 
urging the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Ghoſt begets a 
divine Faith in us. And by performing theſe Offices, 
it ſupports, and continues, and propagates the Truth ; 
and 1ſo may be called the Pillar and Grouzd thereof. 

The meaning of which I ſhall now diſtinCtly ſet be- 
fore the Readers eyes ; that I may give a ſhort account 
of the feurth and laſt thing propounded in the begin- 
ning, 


I'V. 


How the Church may appropriate to it ſelf this Title. 
1. Firſt, Every Church, and every perſon in it, ef- 
pecially the Biſhopsand Paſtors, are the Pillar apd Ground 
of Truth, officio, by Duty and Office : whereby they are 
obliged to keep, maintain and uphold the Truth. "This 
always was, and always will be incumbent on them ; 
which is ſufficient to fill up the ſenſe of ſuch attributes 
as theſe : which do not always note performaxce of Du- 
ty, but only obligation toit. As when our Saviour ſaith 
to his Diſciples, Te are the ſalt of the Earth : it doth not 
ſignifie that they were neceſlarily fo ( for he ſuppoſes 
immediately the /alt might he its ſavour) but that they 
ought to be ſo ; and if they were not ſo, would be good 


for nothiug, but 10. be caſt out and troddey under foot. 


Matth. V. 13. > 

2, But Sccoxaly, "The firſt Churches of Chriſt, in the: 
Apoſtles times, were ai7u & effeftu, attually and effe- 
ctually the Pillar of Truth : that is, they faithfully diſ- 


charg'd 
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charg'd this Office, and perform'd their Duty, conſtantly 
maintaining the Truth as it is in Chriſt, in its purity and 
ſimplicity. For the Apoſtles were a part of thoſe Churches, 
whom God led zzto «ll Truth : which they taught ſin- 
cerely and intirely while they lived ; and do at this day, 
inſtruct us, 1n the Holy Scriptures, in the whole T'ruth, 
neceſſary to our Salvation. 

3. But we cannot ſay the ſame of all ſucceedins 
Churches, that they did faithfully perform this office, 
though in duty they alſo were bound ſo to do. No, 
ſoine of them were ſo far from being Pillars of the Truth, 
that they let it fall to the ground. We have ſtrange in- 
ſtances of it, with which I ſhall not fill theſe Papers, in the 
Hiſtory of the Church : which ſhow us that if we take 
not heed to our ſelves, and the Doctrine that is delivered 
to us, ' we have no ſecurity, that we, or any other parti- 
cular Church, ſhall continue firm and ſtedfaſt ſupporters 
of the Truth. For Pillars themſelves may decay ; and, 
if they be not well lookt after, will go to ruin, and fall 
to the Earth. | 

4. Even this very Church of Epheſus, which was a 
Pillar and Ground of Truth, while Timothy preſided in 
it, afterward began, before all the Apoſtles were dead; 
to remit its firſt ve and zeal for the Truth (I. Rev.4.) 
and now 1s utterly ſubverted and not to be found: 
W hich is a demonſtration the Apoltle did not in theſe 
words, intend to teach that the Church cannot err, but 
that (as I ſaid itis in duty bound, by its calling and 
Office, to preſerve the Truth pure and intire. For he 
himſelf foreſaw this Church would be haunted with 
grievous Wolves, after his departure ( Ai. XX. 29, 3o.) 
who no doubt came in Sheeps clothing : as they alfo 
among themſelves did, who he foretold would ariſe 
[peaking perverſe things to draw Diſciples after them. And 
immediately after he had here called. the Church or.-7;- 

T 2 | mothy, 
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mothy, the Pillar of Truth ; he admoniſhes him (in the 
beginning of the next Chapter, IV. 1, 2.) that there 
would be an apoſtaſie from the Faith, as the Spirit ex- 
preſly declared. For according to what our Saviour pre- 
dicted, there was ſcarce any Church, but the Enemy 
ſowed Tares among the Wheat : which very much 
hindred the growth thereof. So we are informed by 
Heeiſippus,a very ancient Chriſtian Hiſtorian ; who ſaith 
that as ſoon as the ſacred Quire of Apoltles were dead, 
and that Generation was gone, who had heard the inſpi- 
red Wiſdom with their own ears, then bezun is 5a; 
+ dis ms, 4 Conſpiracy or Combination of impions or 
atheiſtical error, by the deceir of falſe teachers; who 
make a bare-fac't oppolition to the Truth of the 
Goſpel. 

And yet forall this, the ſpeech of the Apoſtle is pro- 
per enough : For a Church or its Paſtor may be the Pilar 
of Truth, in regard of their duty, as I have often faid , 
though they prove negligent in their Office. Juſt as the 
Prieſt among the Fews was called, the meſſenger of the 
Lord of Hoſts, whole lips ſhould ſo preſerve knowledpe, that 
the people ſhould ſeek the Law at his mouth ; becauſe 
this was the ead of his Office, for which he was ordain- 
cd : though. at the ſame time, the Prophet complains, 
that they were departed out of the way, and cauſed many 
to ſtumble at the Law : and had corrupted the Covenant of 
Levi, Mal. 11.7, 8. The like we read in other places 
of the holy Book, that the Prophets were not true to 
their truſt, but declared the viſions of their own heart, 
not the Word of the Lord: and kad the people into 
_ _ talſhood.; feeding them with lies, inſtead of 
Truth. 

5. Further I muſt obſerve, that there is no promiſe 
made to any particular Church, that it ſhall always be a 
PwWar of Truth : no not to the Church of Rome, which 


now 
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now 1o boldly laysclaim,and that folely, to this priviledge. 
But quite contrary there is a terrible threatning to this 
very Church, included in that admonition which this 
very Apoſtle gives them. Which is ſufficient to ſhow 
that Chriſt gave no ſuch priviledge to this Church, as 
that it ſhould never err : but directly contrary, ſuppo- 
ſed it might err, and err even to Apoſtaſie ; when he 
bids them take heed leſt they were cut of by unbe- 
lief, as the Jews were, from the fellowſhip of the 
Saints. Read XI. Rom. 20, 21, 22. They (ſpeaking 
of the Jews ) were broken off by unbelief*: and thou 
( ſpeaking to the Roman Chriſtians) ſtandeſt by faith. 
Be not high minded, but fear. ( hearken to this, O ye 
of the preſent Romany Church). For if God ſpared not 
the natural branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. 
Behold the goodneſs and ſeverity of God: on them which 
fell, ſeverity ; but towards thee, goodneſs, if thou continue 
in his goodneſs: OTHERWISE THOU ALSO 
SHALT BE CUT OF. 

From whence we may thus argue ; if God had gran- 
ted to the Roman Church, the priviledge of being a 
Pillar of Truth, infallibly and immutably, unto al] Ge- 
nerations ; all theſe ſuppoſitions were vain, and theſe ex- 
hortations utterly needleſs and frivalous: for it would 
have been abſolutely impoſſible, it ſhould be cut off, 
and abſolutely neceifary it ſhould continue. And yet 
| the Apoſtle plainly ſuppoſes otherwiſe, and took it for 
granted it might fail. For theſe two are diretly op- 
polite, to/ſfaxdand to fall ; to contizue, and tobe cut off ; 
to be an Everlaſting Pillar, and to be broken off. For it 
is proper to a Pillar to ſtand and ſupport : but to be cut” 
off, ( as he ſuppoſes they might be) 1s to fall to the 
Ground, and not to be able to. ſupport ones felt, much 


lels others. 
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Now that they of that Chureh have == far towards 


this condition ( according to the Apoitles ſuppoſition ) 
by falitying the Truth of Chriſt, even part of the Apo- 
ftolical Faith (and ſo have not continued a firm and 
ſedfaſt Pillar of Truth, but maintained and ſupported 
dangerous Errors and Hereſies ) is apparent frum this 
alone, if there were no more : that they limit and con- 
fine the Catholique Church to themſelves alone ; and 
exclude all other Chriſtians from it, who will not ſub+- 
mit to their Biſhop and Decrees. The Impiety of which 
is ſo great, that it is not eaſie to be expreſled : for it is 
in Truth, to make the Church' not Catholique but Parti- 
cular. How new, falſe, facrilegious, ſcandalous, ſchiſ- 
matical and heretical, this one Article of the Roman 
Creed is; one of our own (x) Biſhops hath demonſtrated 
evidently in a Book on purpoſe (to which I refer the 
Reader ) which he had reaſon to call the GRAND 
IMPOSTURE. 

It would inlarge this Treatiſe too. much beyond my 
intention, or elſe it would be ealte to ſhow, both when 
they began to let Truth fall to the Ground, and how they 


procee:led to fail in their duty, and to betray their truſt ; 


call they quite altered the ancicat Catholique Faith, in 
the Conacil of Trent. Which now they cry up as the 
great Pillar of Truth : when it did nothing bur lend a 
lame {ſupport to the moſt notorious falſhoods ; which it 
eltabliſhed as Dodtrines of Faith, when they were before 
but erromeons Opinions 1n that Church. TI call it lame, be- 
cauſe of the numerous flaws that there were, both in the 
conſtitution, and 1n the proceedin:s of that Council ; 
which make it of no Authority. For in the very begin- 
ning of it (y), they decreed that zo Man ſhould wreſt 


the Seripturc,.to a ſenſe contrary to that which the holy 


mot her-Church ( z. e. themſelves) hath held and holas. 
And ſo eſtabliſhed all the Tenents of that Church, be- 
EE | tore 
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fore they examined them by the Scripture: and engaged 
themſelves to contradiQ their own Decree, by wreſting 
the Scriptures to their own ſenſe, forthe maintenance of 
what their Church then held. AH the Biſhops like- 
wile, there aſſembled, were ſworn to fupport the Pa- 
| pag of the Roman Church, and the Rutes of the holy Fa- 
thers : whereby they were obliged to maintain the Uſur- 
pations of that See upon all the Bifhops ur the World ; 
( whoſe Authority was thrown down, and thereby the 
Pillars of the Trath ( as T have ſhewn them to be ) 
trampled under foot, when Borrface was declared Uni- 
_ verfal Biſhop) and upon Kings and Princes, whom Hz/- 
| debrand trod under foot: yea upon the whole Church ; 
over which Pope Leo exalted himſelf, when he got it 
declared in the Latera» Council, that. he was above a 
General Councit, and the Univerſal Church (z) : being (x) 59: xt. 
blaſphemouſly called, by his flatterers, the Spogſe of rhe 
" Church, the Lyon of the Tribe Bw rom which 
very Phraſe of Spouſe, no leſs Man than Bellarmine (a) (a) L.11. ar 
himſelf labours to prove the Pope to be abſolutely above £914 Autor. 
the Unrverſal Church, and above a General Council: be- "© 
cauſe it is contrary ro the Apoſtle, and to the order of 
Nature, that the Wife. ſhould be above the Husband. 
This is ſufficient to ſhow what we ought to think 
of the preſent Roman Church; which is. ſo far from be- 
ing Infallibte, that it hath erred more than any other 
Church. | 
6. But though there be no promile either to that or 
any other particular Church, of being preſcrved from 
Error, yet the: Univerſal Church, in ſome part or other 
of it, we are ſure will always be a Pzllar and Ground 
of the whole Truth, ntlay to Salvation : becauſe 
our Saviour hath promiſed the gates of hell ſhall not pre- 
wail againſt it, That is, the Church ſhall be perperual-: 


which it cannot be, ualeſs it hold the. Trath intirely 
whereby. 
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whereby 1t 15 joyned to Chriſt its Head. And thus one 
of their own Cardinals (6) underſtood the Infallibility 
of the Church, with which they now make ſo much noile. 
When we ſay, *The Church cannot err in Faith or Man- 
* zers, 1t mult be thus taken, according to the DoQrine 
* of the Fathers; that God doth ſo affiſf his Church to the 
* end of the World, that the true Faith ſhall never fail out 
* of the ſame. Por tothe World's end, there ſhall be no 
* tune, wherein ſome, though all, ſhall not have true Faith 
* working by Love. Unto this expoſition we heartily 
{ubmit : but that the preſent Church of Rome, or indeed 
any other particular Church , cannot degenerate, and 
depart from the right Faith, we can by no means al- 
low ; but think our ſelves bound by the moſt ſacred 
tyes, to oppole theſe arrogant pretences, that the Church 
#s Tufallible, and that they are the Church. They are no 
more the Church, than any other company of Men, 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith : nor ſo much neither, 
for there are truer Believers than they. I have proved 
alſo that other Churches have erred, and theretore {o 
may they : nay, they have erred, and that ſo grofly, as 
to be able by no other means to maintain their errors, but 
* by pretending they cannot err. | 

And therefore let no Man be fo forgetful of rheſe 
things as to truſt them to be his Guides ; fancying they 
cannot miſlead him. They have milled thoſe that rely 
upon them ; and have led them into a maze, or /aby- 
riath, in which it 1s impoſſible for: them to find their 
way, and know what is the Truth. For if we ſhould 
grant them their Church cannot err, they are not 
agreed, nor ever will, v-hat they mean by the Church. 
Whether the whole body of Chriſtian People ( which 1s 
the new Herelie among them, as ſome of themſelves call 
it) or a Gezeral Conn, ( which the learned(t and beſt 
Men among them maiatain ) or the Pope : who hath a 
great 
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- great ' many on his ſide ; but they cannot agree, about 
the manner of his definition ( whether alone, or ina Ge- 
neral Council ), nor about the 7i»we ( whether at any 
time, or only when he reſolves to publiſh DoQtrines, 
as matter of Faith), nor about the matter ( whether all 
things, even matters of fa#, or only matters of Faith ); 
and after all , no body can tell, when- there is a -7rve 


Pope. So that all their Faith falls to the Ground, and * 


they cannot_be certain of any thing they believe ; be- 


cauſe they cannot be certain of the very Ground and” 


Foundation of their Faith : which is their Church. - 
Theſe things I have only briefly toucht ( which are 
more largely handled in other Books) that the Readers 
may be ſenſible *how happy they are who are freed 
from theſe Impoſtures. And that our People may know 
their duty, in this Church of Exg/azd, whereof by the 
Grace of God they are Members; I ſhall conclude 
this Treatiſe with Six Confiderations more: wherSy 
the whole, I hope, will be made more uſeful. 


IT. Fwrft, T defire every one, to conſider, fram what 
I have ſaid, that this Church, in which-we are, is cer- 
tainly as much a P:lar-and Ground of Truth, as any 
other: nay ,. more than many other Churches. For 
we openly profeſs and recite twice a day in our own 
Language, that every one may underſtand it, the whole 
Chriſtian Faith, compriſcd in the Apoſtles Creed : with 
the explication of ſome part of this Faith, by the NV;- 
cene Fathers , once every week or more : and-a more 
diſtin& Explication of the fame Articles, by Arhanaſs- 
27, once a month. *That is, we hold, and affert, and 
maintain, all thoſe things which have always been, and 
are confeiled' by all Chriſtiags : the Trae, Ancient, Ca- 
tholique and Apoſtolique Faith, and the Holy Scriptures, 
wherein this Faith is Originally contained. And if 
we 
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we knew any thing elſe to be the mind of God, deli- 
vered to us from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, by the Uni- 
verſal Church, we are prepared to receiveit ; and; did 
it appeax, would immediately embrace and propagate 
it. But the Univerſal Church, as 1 have ſhown, hath 
declared this to be ſufficient, nay full and -perfett : and 
moreover, forbidden any other Faith to be either com- 
poſed, or offered, to tkoſe who would become Chri- 
itians. To all which (: that T have faid in the Firff 
(ce) Eif. 2d. Part,) this memorable ſaying of Pope Leo (c) the Great 
_—_— may be added : The ſhort and perfect Confeſſion of the 
"T1. -C atholique Symbol ( or Creed ) it ſelf, which is ſealed 
in as many ſentences, as there: were Apoſtles, ( i. e. XIT. 
Articles ) is ſo inflruited with Celeſtial munition ( or 
defence ) that all the opinions of Hereticks, with this Sword 

alone, may be cut in pieces. 


«T7. -And therefare, Secondly, every one of us is bound, 

* Uualcts we will betray our truſt, and as we will anſwer 

it to our Lord Chriſt, the Author of our Faith, 'to 

hold faſt this Faith, to preſerve it intire; and to defend 

it :_ not ſuffering any of it to be loſt, or any addition 

to be made to it, as if this. were not ſufficient to Sal- 

vation. Take faſt hold of inſtruZtion, ( of thoſe great 
ſubſtantial, unqueſtionable Truths, mentioned in the be- 

ginning ) /et them not go, keep them, for they are your 

life : as Solomon ſpeaks of Wiſdom, IV. Prov. 13. They 

are the Wiſdom of God our Saviour ; the Rule which 

the Apoſtles preached equally among all Nations ( as Ves 

(d) Preſet. is zantins Fortunatus ( d ) ſpeaks) the comprehenſion, and 
ry perfe:1ion of our Faith (as S. Auſtin(e), oran Ancient Au- 
XV ds Tthorunder his name) the Teſt ( as Ihave ſhown) and 
my Mark, whereby the Faithful are diſtinguiſht from Un- 
believers and Hereticks. And having this Note of a 
Chriſttan; you ought neither to ſeek for, nor to admit 

of 
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of any other : being indued with this Wiſdom , you 
ought to think your ſelves wiſe unto Safſvation. And 
not be in the leaſt moved with the bugbear nante of 
 Aereticks , or the empty noiſe of Damnation, which 
they of the Church of Rame thunder our againſt you. - 
For they ſigniftie nothing but the wratieof thoſe, who 
would drive you into the belief of that, by frights and 
terrors ; into whica they cannot draw you by ſolid 
proofs and arguments. "Turn away your Ears both 
trom the one and the other : for as the tormer is an in- 
{ſignificant found , fo the latter ( all their Arguments ) 
are but conhdent Sophiltry. Which hath been, and 
1s at this day, ſo evidently demonſtrated by our Wri- 
ters: that they can have no excuſe who are deceived by 
them. | 


TIT. And thus Every one 1s bound to teach his Chy- 
dren diligently ; inſtruCting and confirming them in theſe 
main Points gf Chriſtianity : that fo the Truth may 
lI:ve, when we are gone. | 

Conſiier, I beſeech you, what a neceſſary duty this 
is, How ſhould the Truth be preſerved and ſupported, 
but by thoſe that believe it ? And how ſhould they be- 
lieve it, who do not underſtand it? And how ſhould 
they underitand it, unleſs they be taught and inſtructed 
in it ? And who ſo much concerned to ip{trytt their 
Children, as they that brought them into the World? 
Their God-fathers and God-mothers indeed are engaged 
to ſee this done; but their Parents have a further, even 
a natural obligation to it. And therefore ought firlt of 
all. dilizently to inform themſelves ; and by attending 
to all the means of inſtruction, which they have in 
this. Church, to increaſe in true Chriſtian know- 
ledge : that they may be able to teach thoſe who are 


committed to their care, and ppepare them to be cate- 
Q 2  chiſed 
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chiſed and further inſtruted by thoſe whom God hath 


{ſt over them. | 

We are not Pillars- and ſupporters of the Truth, but 
the betrayers of it ; if we take no care about this. - 
Which is one great reaſon why ſome have eaſily forſa- 
ken the true Religion here taught and profeſſed, and. 


- condemned this Church (arr horrid crime, if you ſeriouſ- 


ly weigh the conſequents of it ) by renouncing Com- 
munion with it , as no part of the Body of Chriſt. 
Men may be {ſoon perſwaded , by confident talkers, 


. to part with that, which they do not underſtand : eſ- 


pecially if they + Ira any danger in keeping it, or 
hope to gain by letting it go. Why ſhould they haz- 
zard the leaſt hair of their Head, tor they know not 
what? Nay, why ſhould they be at all concerned for it, 
any more than a Man is for the ſeed that is ſcattered in 
the High-way, from which he expeAs no Crop? To 
that, you know, our blefled Lord compared him that 
heareth the word of the Kingdom, ana underflandeth it not : 
for then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which 
was ſows in his heart, Matth. XIII. 19. 


IV. You muſt endeavour therefore to profit by all 
ſuch inſtruQtions as thele :: and to.grow in. the: know-- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures ; where God: hath revealed 
his whole mind -and will to you , and plainly publi- 
ſhed all thoſe Truths, which belong to the great myſte- 
ry of godlineſs. You ought, for inftance, to take heed, 
how you wantonly and looſely interprgt, orapply them, 
according to your own ſudden or careleſs fancies (that's 
a great profanation of the Sacred Books ) and yet you 
mult not, for fear of this, be perſwaded to throw th:m 
out of your hands ; but rather with the more ſolemn, 
humble and reverend awe of God, upon your Souls, 
ponder. and weigh what you. read therein : eſpccially 
chole: 
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choſe things which are plain and evident-to every un- 
derſtanding, * that by the help of them, and of thoſe 
whom God hath ſet over you t9 guide 'and dire& 
your minds; you may--etther inform your- under- 
ftanding in what appears to have difficulty in it, or 
facisfie your ſelves that it is-not neceflary you ſhould 
underſtand it. | | ; . 

For they that would drive: you from this hold of the 
Holy Scriptures, intend to- deceive - you ; and would. 
have you depend on that which $s far more uncer- 
tain,” than the meaning of any place of Scripture can be.. 
There 1s no firm ground for us to ſtand upon, but on- 
ly this : whichall acknowledges the very word of God, 
and delivers that, which. hath 'been ever accounted rhe 
ſubſtance *of Chriſtian Do&ttrines ; in ſuch word$ as 
every one may underſtand them. y 
. And therefore this is, as I have faid, the very foun- 

dation upon which the Church 1s built. Which is the 


Pillar -of Trath, as it defends the Trutt ont-of the Scrip- * 


' tures, and by the Scriptures, againſt all Hereticks and 
other oppoſers :: and as it eſtabliſhes and ſupports it, in 
- the hearts of Men, by this means, that '5it may be con- 
tinued ro Poſterity, "This muſt be added, for the ex- 
plication of all that hath been ſaid ; that the Church, 
and every perſon 1in-it, great or {mall, are Pars not by 
themſelves, but by the Holy Scriptures. For we know 


thoſe thingsthat belong to our Salvation (as Irenem(s) (2) adv. re: 
' begins his Third Book) by n6 other perſons, than thoſe »!s £1 
by whom the Goſpel came to us : which then truly they © 


preached, but afterwaras, by the will of God delivers to 
uw in the Scriptures, fundamentum & Columnam fide! 
noſtrz futurum, zo be the FOUNDATION and 
PILL AR of our Faith. Upon theſe our Faith reſts 
and relys: ſo that they who take the Scriptures from 
you,, take away the Founaation and Pillar of that _— 
which. 
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-which. is or ought to be taught in the Church, and that 


Alone. They contain the mina and will of our Ford 


Chriſt : who himſelf being the firſt Foundation, and 
chief Pilar of all, Eprphanius (h) applies theſe words 
to him. When he ſaith our Lord 1s called the door, 
becauſe by him we enter in ; and the way, becauſe by 
him we walk ; and the Pillar, becauſe es ior ialope 
+ «an3a; (the very words of S. Paul in this place ) the 
ground, 'or ſettlement and ftay of 17uch. And in like 
manner S. Cyril (z) of Alexandria, laith the Pillar of a 
Cloud, and the Pillar of Fire, each of them repreſen- 
ted Chriſt, becauſe firſt of all, WAG X; tSpaioyes Tis bAnI os 
i7r,.he is the Pilar and Ground of Truth; and then be- 
cauſe he carnot be ſhaken or ditturbed, &c. which he 
repeats again upon another occaſion, ſpeaking of the 
pillars which ſupported the Curcains of the Tabernacle ; 
Chriſt is ts be underſtood, ſaith he, (&) in each Pillar, , 
7 T's kxxAnTIU; Fpearue T0 This dandiay Edjaioue, &C.. the prop of- 
the Church, the Ground of | ruth, according Fo the words 
of Paul. And in the next Book (J) ſpeaking of the four 
pillars which ſupported the Vail before the holy place ; 
he ſaith that Vail was a figure of Chriſt, who was 
lifted up on high by the preaching of the Evangeliſts : 


. and therefore he faith, the four Evangeliſts were typifi- 


ed by thoſe four pillars : being equally eminent and pre- 
tious, more valuable than Gold and Silver. _ 

' Which ſhows that the Ancient Chriſtians lookt upon 
the Church as the Pillar aA Ground of Truth, no other 
ways,. but as it profeſles, preaches, eſtabliſhes, and. keeps 
up\, the DoQrine of Chriſt and of his Apoſtles, record- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures : unto all which they indiffe- 
rently apply theſe words of S. Pau/, which are thought 
Immediately to ſpeak of the Church ; which ſupports the 
Truth delivered in the Holy Scriptures, from Chriſt and - 
from his Apoltles. | di - 
Upon 
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Upon which account the Creed alſo, which is a com- 

prehenſive breviary of the great Scripture DoCrines, is 

wont to have. the ſame attribute given to it. Particu- 

larly by Epiphanius, (-) who calls it, mn tee 4 axnies, (n) I Ex- 

the Pillar (as the Greek word ſignifies in good Authors) {7/4 Ca 

or prop of Truth, &C. our life, our hope, and the afſu- © 

rance of immortality. And by S. Auſtin (z), who tells '") De Synbo- 

the Catechumens 1n his Expoſition of the Creed to them, Penman 

that it is fide: Catholice fundamentum, %c. the Foundati- pai: 

on of the Catholique Faith, upon which the edifice of the 

Church aroſe, built by the hands of the Apoſtles and Pro- 

phets. Which hath made ſome learned Men (0) refer »)7e. Caner. 

theſe words of S. Paul not to what goes before, but to /7* 

the words following : making a full ſtop at God ; and **** 

then beginning a new ſentence, in.this manner. The 


. Pillar and Groand of the Truth, and without C ontrover ſie 


great is the myſtery of goalineſs, &c. which reading is 
countenanced by a Greek Edition of the New Teſtameut 
at Baſil 1.540. where the words are ſo pointed ; as if the 
ſence were this. God incarnate, and the great Truths de- 
pending thereupon , ought to be the very Foundation of the 
Do#7rine thou preacheſt. The DoGrines of the Creed, 
that 1s, are the very Foundation and Pillars of the Chriſti-1 
an Faith : as the Jews, it 1s known call, the great princi- 
ples of their Religion, the Foundation of the Foundation, 
the Pillar of Wiſdgn, as Maimon ſpeaks when he treats of 
this. matter. | 

Stick cloſe therefore to the Hcy Scriptures, and tg 
theſe Articles of the Faith in the Apoſtles Creed, which 
are the fundamental truths of Chriſtianity (it appears 
by what I have now ſaid ) by which the Church main- 


_ tains and defends'the 'Truth, and the Truth upholds the 


Church, and we defend both. 


*. 


Hold 
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Hold this faſt, as the ground: of all ; and likewiſe lay 
up the: word of God in your heart, that it may fſetle 
there, and take root, and bring forth fruit unto Holineſs, 
that your end may be everlaſting Lite. | 
Make the Holy Scriptures your Rule, and truſt to 
them; according to what the Son of Strach ſaith of its 
ancient Books, Ecclif, RXXILI. 3. 4 Man of underſtand- 
ins truſts in the Law ; andthe Law is faithful to him as 
an Oracle, or, as the asking of Urim. That is, here he 
may enquire, and have a certain anſwer which will nor 
deceive him. | | 
Show your ſelves ſuch Men of underſtanding, as to 
enquire no where elfe. And if any Church. or Perſon 
would have you enquire of them only ; take that for an 
undoubted proof, they are not to be truſted. If they 
would not guide: you by the Holy Scriptures, ( that is, 
by Chriſt, the way, as you have ſeen, .who hath ſhown 
fis, no where elſe that we know of, what we ought to 
believe ) if they would have you follow their unground- 
ed Traditions, whereby they. would inlarge your Creed, 
beyond the ancient bounds : know that you-ought not 
to follow them, nor be ledi by them. For ſuch may 


- 


' ſoon ceaſe to be the pillars and ſupporters.of the 'Truth ; 


(p) L. de Uni- 
tate Ecclefie, 
Cap, XVI, 


becauſe they leave that whereby they ſhould ſupport it, 
and place themſelyes -( whom they call the Church ). in 
the ſtead of it; * | 

An evident ſign they are not what they pretend : for 
the Church it ſelf ought to be demonſtrated by the Scri- 
ptures, So S. Auſtin (p) tells the Dozatifts inthoſe known 
words, which are worthy to be preſerved. in remem- 
brance. Sefting aſide all ſuch thrwgs as theſe. ( which he 
had faid they could hkew1ſe- alledge) let them demon- 
ffrate their Church if” they can, not in the diſcourſes aud 
rumours of the Africans, *not in the Councils of their Bis , 


ſhops, not in the Letters of any diſputers whatſoever, not 
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in fizns and fallacious wonders ( for we are prepared and 
rendred cautious againſt theſe by the word of the Ford but 
in the preſcript of the Law, in the prediitions of the Pro- 
phets, in the Songs of the Pſalms, in the words of the 
SHEPHERD himſelf, (i.e. Chriſt) in the preach- 
ings and labours of the Evangeliſts ; that is in all the Caxo- 
nical authorities of the holy Books. Let this be done ſo, as 
not ta gather and relate thoſe things, which are obſcarely, or 
ambignouſly, or figuratively ſpoken there ; which every one 
may interpret, as he pleaſes, according to his own: ſenſe. 
For ſuch things caunot be Yightly underſtood and expoun- 
ded; unleſs thiſe things which are moſt clearly ſpoken, be 
firſt held by a firm Faith. 

This is the very ſenſe ofthe Church of Exg/and ; which 
teaches all her members, firſt to hold by a firm Faith 
thoſe things which are clearly revealed in the Holy Scri- 
ptures; and by them to «zderſtand and expound thoſe 
things that are more obſcurely delivered : believing no- 
thing to be neceſſary which 7s not read therein, nor may 
be proved thereby : *nor receiving the Do&rines and De- 
crees of any Church, «nle/s it may be declared that they 
be taken from thence. For hec ſunt cauſe notre documenta, 
hec fundamenta, het firmamenta (as he there ſpeaks, you 
heard before )* Theſe are the proofs of our Cauſe, theſe 
are its foundations, theſe are its ſupports. And therefore, 
as he alſo ſpeaks in another Chapter of the fame Book 


), which he begins thus. Let us ot hear ſuch ſpeeches (4) ce. mr. 
as theſe, Theſe things ſay I, Thoſe things ſayeft thou * but 41 Unitate Ec 


clefie. 


ltt us hear, Theſe things ſaith the LORD. Theſe are 
certainly Books of the Lord, to whoſe authority we both con- 


* ſent, we both believe, we both obey. There let us ſeck 


the Church, there let us diſcuſs our Cauſe, And iet us 
not ſo much as think of looking after any other Articles 


of Faith, but thoſe which were from the beginning, 
R which 


tig 


V 


1.20 


(r) trticle 
Y1II, 
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antium Au- 


enft. 


The Pillar and Ground of Truth. 


which our Church firmly believes, in the three Creeds, 
Nite-Creed, Athanaſius, and that commonly called the 
Apoſtles (r) becauſe they may be proved by moſt certain 
warrants of Holy Scripture. For after the Faith confefed 
and: ſworn in Baptiſm (as S. Hilary (ſ) ſpeaks) we 
ought not quicquam alind wel ambigere , vel innovare , et- 
ther to doubt or innovate any other thing. Kis abſurd, that 
is, to doubt whether this be ſufficient; or to add any 
other to it, as if this were not enough. So he interprets 
it alittle after. Faith is ſtill inquired after, as if there were 
no Fayth already : Faith is to be written, as if it were not 
in the heart : being regenerated by Faith, we are now taught 
what to believe, as if that Regeneration were without 
Faith. We learn Chriſt after Baptiſm; as if there could 
be any Baptiſm, without the Faith of Chriſt. It is moſt 
ſafe for us ( as it follows a little after ) 70 retain that firſt- 
and only Evangelical Faith, confeſſed and underſtood in 
Baptiſm. : 3 - . 


V. And that a good and righteous cauſe may have 
go00d defenders and ſupporters; let us read the Holy 
Scriptures wherein this Faith 1s contained chiefly for this. 
end, that we may ordey our ſteps, that is, our Lives and 
Converſation, according to the rule of God's word. Let 
us always remember, that our Religion 1s 4 »»y/tery f 
godlineſs, as was ſhown before ; in which we are not 
well inſtructed, if it do not teach us, to deny nnpodlineſs 


and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 


in the World. Which 1s the beſt way alſo to continue ix 
the Faith, TI>wawouire x, iran (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks , 


moſt agreeable to theſe words, which he writes to Ti- * 


mothy) grounded and ſetled, or ſtable and ſedfaſt. Colof. T. 
23, For they are the good ground, 1n the Church, who in 
an boneſt and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, 

| and 
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. and ring forth fruit with patience. Luk. VIII. 15. :As 
muclr as*to ſay ; if we would "ſtand faſt in the Faxh ; 
ind not- fall away ( as our Saviour faith, others: would 

doin 7me of trial, v. 13.) we mult, firf,:come tohear; 
and read the word af God, - with unprejudiced minds 
and upright hearts ; deſiring to know the 7Eruth, and 
reſolved to receive it, though never ſo contrary ro otit * 
preſent inclinations aftd intereſts. 5G Db Was 

Thns. is the honeſt and good heart, which (ſecondly) 
muſt keep and preſerve in mind and” heart, what it hath 
thus received : and not preſently let it ſlip, or lay it aſide, 
as a thing never to be thought of more, .after we have 
heard it. And (laſtly) we muſt, .-not ' only. in a 
warm fit of zeal begin to put in- praftice what we 
learn, but, bring forth fruit with patience or. conti- 
nuance, : | 

This ts the way both to draw others into, the Church, 
and to continue our ſelves in it, and to make us con- 
ſtant defenders of the Chriſtian Faith : 'That®is, to do 
out part in this great Office, of being the 'Pllay. and 
Grouzd of Truth. Which is a thing incumbent upon 
the . whole Church, and conſequently upon every one - 
of us, who are members of it. And therefore re- 
metttber, that the Chriſtian Religion, for which we 
are 0 be Zealous, 1s the acknowledgement of the Truth 

* after godlineſs, as IT ſaid before, Tir. T.-1. Ir is the 

D6Qrine. of piety ; to the ſtudy of which if we ſeti- 
ouſly and ' heartily apply our ſelves, it will be-our 
beſt ſecurity againſt all impoſtures: and preſerve us 
from the ſubtil and crafty infinuations of thoſe who 
corrupt, or pervert the Chriſtian DoQrine: ,and finally 
be the moſt powerful means to make Chriſtianity pre» 


vail in «the*' World. 


R 2 Remember | 
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Remember: the advice of S. Paul to this -Church of 
Epheſus, Epheſ. IN. 14. 15. where you may hind the true 


way to continue firm and ſtedfaſt, and not to be toſſed - 


about, as. Children, with every blaſt of DoQtine, &c. 
and that is dxn3vorres © aa, by ſpeaking, or rather fol- 
lowing the Trath in love : or ( according to the Hebrew 
' Daale&) being fixed and eftabliſhed, in the love of God 
and of one another. For the Hetrew word Amar ( to 
which 4a»3&e anſwers ) ſigaifies not only to [peak Truth, 
but likewiſe, to be frm and conflant, fixed and eftabli- 
fbed: which if we be, we ſhall have a ſettled, unmove- 
able confidence of God's Lqve and Favour towards us. 
For he that heartily loves Gad and. his Neighbour, will 
never be ſtartled, mueh leſs ſhaken ,, by their bold .4- 
zathemss , thaugh all the World ſhould tell him, he ſhall 
be damned, if he do not believe this or that propoſi- 
tion. which they ſay is abſolutely neceary to. his Sal- 
vation : becauſe there is ſomething withia him that gives 
them the lye, afid affures him there is.notruth in them, 
who fay that God. hates and will rejze& him, who. be- 
lieves all the ancient Faith, which works by Love. . God 
himſelf teſtifies the contrary, by making the Truth ef- 
ficacious.in his heart, to purge him from all filthineſs 
both of Fleſh and Spirit : and by changing him. into his 
own likeneſs, in Holineſs, Love, and Goodneſs... And 
the more thoroughly any Man is renewed in the ſpirit, 
of his mind; the more perfetly will he be afſured., 
that they pronounce a. falſe judgment upon him : and 
confequencly be. the more heartily reſolved againſt that 
Religion, which makes men ſo liberal in pouring ou 
Curfes. upp. all them, that de:not embrace. its novel 
opinions. . | 

Which brings me. to the.laſt thing I would kave con- 
fidered, that.. : 

VI. We 


__ 7 VU wa—_ WP bu 
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VI. We do not perform our duty, (I may fafely af- . 


firm, nay, confidently aver) weare not the Pillar and 
Stay of ' Truth, as we ought to-be ; unleſs every one of 
us 1n our ſeveral Places and Stations, oppoſe, with a be- 
coming Zeal, the. Errors, Innovations,, and Incroach- 
ments of the Church of Rome: who are the Men that 
are, of all other, moſt guilty of the, juft-now named, 
Uncharitableneſs-, or rather Pride and Cruelty. For 
they utterly un-Church us; and, as much as in them 
ties, cut us-off from the Body of Chriſt ; and bar the 
Gates of the Kingdom of Heaven: againlt us. By this 
alone, if there were nothing elſe, we are ſure they have 
grofly erred, and live io error ; that they. deny, us to be 


a part of Chriſt's Church :. who- believe and confeſs. 
with Heart and Moyth the whole Catholique Faith ;. 


every*hing that is iwaacyrzdfor, confeſledly, and by Uni- 
verſal confent, the Ancient Chriſtian Belief; in which 


the Apoſtles and Martyrs died, by which alone Righte-- 
ous Souls , for. many Apges,. went ta. Heaven ; . know- 
ing nothing-of the Pope's Supremacy, of. Tranſubſtantia- 


tion, of the Propitiatory Sacrifice of the Maſs for quick 
ard dead, and as reſt of their = inventions. , 
We deſerve not the name of. Chriſtiags, no nor- of 
Men, if we ſtand not up reſolutely, againſt. ſuch uſur- 
pations and corruptions of the Chriſtian. Doctrine, .and 


maintain that Faith , which we profeſs and. wherein 


we ſtand, to. be the true Grace of God; the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, Which is incumbent chiefly 
upon the Biſhops and Paſtors of the- Church , who, I 


have ſhown, are the Principal Pillars of the Truth, .( as 


Timothy: was in the Church of Epheſus ) and therefore 
ought to appear , with all. their might , for the-ſup- 
part- of . God's tra Religion here eſtabliſhed : inſtru- 


Qing,. 
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ciing, teaching, exhiorting, all committed to their charge 


to be ſtedfalt and idimoveable in at to the' death. ; And 


every hoheNtthearted Chriſtian ought. ra do the: ſame; 
in his rf and condition, by following thoſe inſtruQy 
ons, by fortifying himſelf againſt Romp deluſions ; by 
indeavourins to -underitand the "Truth, and to detect 
their Errors. ; ST: , 

Which are the more earneſtly to be oppoſed, becauſe 
the new Articles of their Creed, -are not a Myſtery 
of Godlineſs ; but tend, many of them, to nurſe Men 
up ſecurely in their ſins : ſuch as the Doctrines of Pur- 
gatory, of Indulzences, of Penances, and ( to: name ng 
more ) of I:fallibility which being preſumed, as an 
unqueſtionable Principle, is apt tq.lead Men in the molt 
dangerous errors, and the touleſt ſins, without any re- 
medy or poſſibility of recovery, whenloever the Intalli- 
ble Guide {hall propound them; |. LG #4 5 
This pernicious Dottrine, :I may add; ſeersalſo to be 
deeply rooted in all their minds; that an Orthodors Be- 
lief will ſave them, For this they make the great buli- 
nels of Chriſtianity, to bring Men, as they think, to 
ſuch a Faith: as appears by: this,; that let Men be ne- 
yer ſo bad, their labonr is not beſtowed tq_ make them 
quit their Sins, bur ' to bring them..;to-their Belicf; 
where , for any thing I can ſee or hear, they may 
quictly enjoy them. Nay, there are a nufnber of lit- 
tle devices, to put them in. hope of Heaven, without 
reforming their lives; provided they Believe as the 
Cnarch- Betleves, © i oo nh EG, 

And in this let me beſeech all that read theſe Pa- 
pers, to-take a ſpecial care, that they do nor imitate 
them. Let us be watchtul, that we do not put a grea- 
ter Cheat upon our ſelves,” than .they wquld :do : by 
imagining our ſelves good Ciariitians , meetly becaule 
we 
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we Zealouſly oppoſe the Errors of Popery. That we 
ought to do 3 but not leave the great Thing, the amend- 
icg of our Lives:, undone. -For may we not deſtroy 
and pull down by a wicked lite, as much as we build 
up by contending for the Faith ? How can others 
think that we are ſo much concerned, as we ſeem to 
be for Truth ; when we make nv uſe of it; but let it 
lie dead in our minds * What pitty is it, that" their 
hearts ſhould not love that which is good, whoſe minds 
are inlightned to diſcern that which is true? That 
their underſtandings being convinced, their wills ſhould 
not alſo be converted? It is a lamentable thing, to 
profeſs that we know God, but in our Works de- 
ny him. "This makes us look as if' we were of a 
Faction, rather than of the Faithful : who oppoſe 0- 
thers rather as our Enemies, than as Chriſt's ; as thoſe - 


- that differ from us, rather than as thoſe that differ from 


the Truth. 

For if it be the Truth, that we Reverence, why do 
we. not let it Rule and Govern us? Why do we not 
love to have 1t nearer to us, than m our Brains? even 
in our Hearts and Aﬀe&tions. For there is no greater 
Truth than this, that Vngoalineſs is the worſt of Hereſies ; 
a wicked life the moſt oppoſite, of all other things, to 
the Chriſtian Faith, | 

Let vs never forget therefore that Adnfonition of the 
Apoſtle in the Firſ# Chapter of this Epiſtle to Ti»m0- 
thy, V. 19. Hold faith and a good conſcience : which 
he repeats again, in the Third Chapter to the Deacons, 
whom he exhorts, to hold the myſtery of faith in a pure 
conſcience, v. 9. For if we put away a 900d conſcience, 
we may eaſily make Shipwrack, even of our faith. Which 
we have juſt cauſe ro think , 1s the reaſon why . ſome 
have fallen from this truly Apoſtolcck Church of ours. 
Concerning 
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Concerning which, and concerning whom, I may ſay, 

(1) Her.XI. as Epiphanins ( # ) ( putting this place, I have been 

uy expounding , and ſome others together ) makes the A- 
poſtle ſpeak to Timothy : It is the Church of the living 
God , the pillar and ground of truth: which many for- 
ſaking, are turned «s wives x, wwenoxics, to fables and fooliſh 
bablings: neither nnderflanding what they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm. 
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